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139 students went back 

to 112 high schools over 

winter break to share their 

Iowa experiences through 

the Hawkeye Hometown 

Visit program.

They collect food for those who have 
little. Befriend youngsters who need 
guidance. Talk to souls who feel hope-
less and alone. Build homes to assist 
low-income families. Organize human 
rights rallies and awareness campaigns. 
Design sets for a play at an under-
funded elementary school. Spend time 
with hospital patients. Serve meals at 
shelters. Care for abandoned animals. 
Encourage voter registration. Produce 
public-access television. 

You name it, they do it. Usually, they 
do it for free. They are University of 
Iowa students, volunteering their time 
and energy to help dozens of people in 
the Iowa City area. 

Last year, UI students banded 
together to develop a new program 
called The 10,000 Hours Show, or 10K 
for short. The goal: to get 1,000 people 
to do 10 hours of community service 
apiece. As a reward, those who 
completed their 10 hours received a 
free concert ticket. 

This year, 10K is back and hoping to 
build on last year’s success. At least 
75 organizations are participating, and 
the program has expanded to include 
volunteers and community organiza-
tions throughout Iowa. 

“It’s been great watching them get 
through (the) first year, have a great 
deal of success, create opportunities 
for young people in Johnson County, 

Learning about service, 

and now taking the step to create a 
much larger venue for volunteerism all 
over the state,” Iowa first lady Christie 
Vilsack said at a news conference last 
fall announcing the expansion.

More than 875 volunteers registered 
last year, putting in 13,572 hours 
for various charities and causes and 
earning a seat to see rocker Ben Folds 
last spring. Organizers called it a first-
of-its-kind project.

Sure, some did it for the free ticket. 
But many who started volunteering to 
see a concert got hooked on service. 
Others had been volunteering in their 
own hometowns in high school and at 
Iowa before 10K even existed. 

“We want everyone to see that 
volunteering is really fun. You can find 
something you absolutely love to do, 
and you can make a difference,” says 
Mark Kresowik, an interdepartmental 
studies major from Iowa City and 10K 
director of volunteer coordination.

Educators are joining students in 
the push to promote awareness and 
participation in community service. 

The Office of the Provost, the Office 
of the Vice President for Student Ser-
vices, and many community partners 
have formed the Civic Engagement 
Initiative at Iowa. 

Iowa’s Center for Teaching recently 
presented workshops that offered 
instructors ideas about how to develop 
classroom activities that integrate 
volunteer service into the curriculum.

Also, Rahima Wade, a professor of 
curriculum and instruction in the UI 
College of Education, has been named 
a John Glenn Scholar in Service-
Learning by an institute at The Ohio 
State University. 

The focus on volunteering isn’t 
surprising in a state that ranked second 

10,000 hours at a time

in the nation in the percentage of 
adults age 16 and older who volunteer; 
Iowa is 40.8 percent, while the national 
average is 27.4 percent. 

Monique DiCarlo, director of the 
Women’s Resource and Action Center 
and participant in the Civic Engage-
ment Initiative, emphasizes the 
significance of 10K at Iowa. 

“It creates the kind of energy and 
positive hope that makes people want 
to do even more,” she says.

For more information, go to 
www.10000hours.org.

Elgn Arney, a senior from LeGrand, Iowa, delivers 
food for Table to Table, an Iowa City group that 
distributes food to local agencies that serve the 
homeless, hungry, and at-risk.
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The University of Iowa Dance Marathon is more than just the 
largest and most popular student organization on campus. 
It’s a tradition. A phenomenon. A lifesaver. 

In its 11-year history, Dance Marathon has raised well over 
$3 million to support patients of the Children’s Hospital 
of Iowa and their families. Proceeds have helped fund the 
Pediatric Blood and Marrow Transplant Unit, renovate several 
medical facilities, pay for valuable patient services such as 
music therapy and massage, contribute to medical research 
projects…the list goes on and on. 

In addition to the student 
dancers—anywhere from 800 to 
1,000 students who dance for 24 
hours straight to raise money—
Dance Marathon involves countless 
University and community volun-
teer organizers, UI alumni, families 
of patients, and corporate sponsors. 
The number of participants and 
amounts of pledges have continued 
to increase through the years. 

It is the largest marathon 
affiliated with the Children’s Miracle 
Network and is the largest student-
run philanthropy west of the 
Mississippi River. 

“I think it’s such a popular orga-
nization because it has a great purpose. So many people can 
buy into the idea of helping sick children,” says Kristi Finger, 
assistant director of the Office of Student Life. “There’s very 
wide-reaching appeal, and it shows what kind of significant 
impact a student organization can have on people’s lives.”

Dance Marathon is one of more than 400 student organiza-
tions at Iowa. Some are large, long-standing groups such as 
Dance Marathon, KRUI radio, and RiverFest; others may only 
have a few members. Many have highly structured meetings 

Hawkeye on student organizations
Annual dance event helps 
children live, students grow

This year’s UI Dance Marathon, held Feb. 4-5 in the Iowa Memorial Union, 
raised another $576,214 for the Children’s Hospital of Iowa. For more details,
go to www.uiowa.edu/~dancemar.

Among Iowa’s 400+ 
organizations:
• 96 are academic
• 55 involve sports and 

recreation
• 55 are multicultural in focus
• 32 involve religious activities 
• 2 support environmental 

causes
• 9 focus on specific issues 

and advocacy
For a complete listing, go to 
www.imuis.uiowa.edu/osl.

and goals; a few over the years have garnered attention and 
interest for their uniqueness—a cigar society and the Loose 
Association of Very Silly People being two examples. 

“Student organizations are so important because they 
make campus smaller,” Finger says, “providing academic and 
social connections for people with similar interests.”

New Iowa hire supervises 
application, inquiry services
In fall 2004, Matt Kroeger was named assistant 
director of admissions for operations. In this 
position, he supervises the application and 
inquiry services division, including 11 full-time 
staff and 15-20 students. The division is the 
starting point for applications, e-mail and 
phone inquiries, and mail requests.

A Sioux City, Iowa, native, Matt earned his 
bachelor’s degree in management and business 
from the University of Northern Iowa and his 
master’s degree in educational leadership from 
Northern Arizona University. He has 10 years 
of professional experience in higher education 
at UNI, Morningside College in Sioux City, and 
NAU. He spent the past five years as a member 
of the NAU Admissions staff, most recently as 
assistant director of admissions for out-of-state 
recruitment.

First-year students entering The 
University of Iowa in fall 2004 were 
asked to complete an entering student 
survey as part of an online package of 
preorientation activities. The survey 
was administered through the 
Admissions Profile on ISIS, and 
99 percent of the class participated.

Student services staff members hope 
to gain a clearer view of the type of 
student coming to The University of 
Iowa by asking questions about high 
school experiences, educational goals, 
expectations, needs, and influencing 
factors. There also is a desire to learn 
whether the Iowa cohort has changed 
in expectations, types of contacts, or 
concerns since a similar survey was 
given in 1994.

In addition to surveying prior to 
enrollment, the University also will 
recanvas these students this spring to 
help determine how well it is meeting 
the expectations and needs previously 
stated.

Here are some of last fall’s highlights:  

• 88 percent report being involved in 
high school activities.

• 72 percent of students surveyed 
indicate that Iowa was their first-
choice institution.

• 69 percent spent six or fewer hours 
per week their senior year studying, 
reading, writing, or working on proj-
ects related to their academic work.

• 43 percent think they will need to 
study 15 or fewer hours outside of 
class per week.

• 41 percent describe their overall high 
school experience as excellent.

• 60 percent indicate that their 
primary educational goal is to earn 
a graduate degree.

• 35 percent of mothers and 28 percent 
of fathers hold BA degrees.

• At least 50 percent indicate that 
academic reputation, availability of 
a particular major, and quality of aca-
demic facilities were very important 
to their decision to attend Iowa.

• 30 percent expressed a need for help 
with study skills, math skills, time 
management, deciding on a major/
career, and locating resources.

Survey says…
Responses from first-year students shed light on behavior 

Iowa senior Tony Robinson’s first year as editor-in-chief of 
Iowa’s award-winning, student-run newspaper—

—was an even bigger first for the University. Robinson 
is the first African American to hold the position at the , 
and the only African American editor-in-chief among Big Ten 
institutions. 

He served as editor of the Davenport Central High School 
newspaper, the , but his experience at the  has 
compelled the Davenport, Iowa, native to pursue a reporting 
career after graduation. 

“I was always interested in writing,” says Robinson, who 
placed sixth in the 2003 William Randolph Hearst Founda-
tion’s national writing contest for spot news. “Competing 
with other daily newspapers and learning about the 

intricacies of the field made me want to be a reporter.”
As editor-in-chief, Robinson works 40 to 45 hours a week, 

leading a staff of about 80 part-time student employees and 
overseeing a budget of approximately $300,000. 

Robinson, who enjoys an occasional game of cards with 
friends, credits former  editor Ryan Foley for pushing him 
to find his “personal best” as a journalist. 

Prior to taking the helm, Robinson had worked as a metro 
reporter, metro editor, and managing editor for the . This 
previous experience helped foster his planning abilities, a 
skill he drew on when the paper prepares to relocate to the 
new state-of-the-art Adler Journalism and Mass Communica-
tion Building.

Newspaper editor makes history at UI student paper

The University of Iowa ranks ninth among the “Top 

25 Entrepreneurial Colleges in the United States,” 

as determined by the editors of 

 and Forbes.com.



Each year more than 600 alumni, 
parents, and friends of The University 
of Iowa volunteer their time to reach 
out to college-bound students on 
behalf of the institution. The effort, 
coordinated by the Office of Admissions 
and UI Alumni Association, is known as 
ASIST—Alumni Seeking Iowa STudents.

ASIST volunteers can choose to help 
in a number of ways, including:

• Sending letters or e-mails to 
prospective students.

• Representing the University at 
college fairs.

• Making personal telephone calls 
to interested students.

• Referring qualified prospective 
students to the Office of Admissions.

• Assisting with admission receptions 
for admitted students.

• Coordinating “summer send-off” 
picnics for admitted students, 
usually in conjunction with the 
local Iowa Club.

• Contacting high school counselors in 
their area and being a regular liaison 
with the school.

• Working on special projects for the 
recruitment of underrepresented 
minority populations or select 
academic areas, such as engineering.

Last year volunteers represented the 
University at nearly 100 college fairs in 
22 states. In larger metropolitan areas 
where there are Iowa Clubs, club 
liaisons often help coordinate alumni 

ASIST volunteers: 
Making connections

“Iowa City? The city is the University 
and the University is the city,” says UI 
alumna Inez Cruz. “All around town, 
people know you are a student, and they 
are encouraging and interested in your 
career aspirations.” 

Cruz, a native of San Antonio, Texas, 
graduated from Iowa in December 2000, 
with a bachelor of arts degree in English 
and a double minor in Spanish and African 
American world studies. Cruz works for 
the University of Texas–San Antonio in 
the Office of K-16 Initiatives and Honors 
College. 

Cruz stays connected through the 
Latino/a and Native American Alumni 
Alliance (LANA3) and the UI ASIST 
program (Alumni Seeking Iowa STudents). 

“Alumni and current UI students share 
common experiences. Our stories can be 
meaningful and beneficial to high school 
students who are thinking about attending 
Iowa,” she says.

“I feel Iowa helps prepare you for the real 
world. You’re challenged to grow up and 
learn adult skills while getting one of the 
best academic educations in the world,” 
says UI alumna Kimberly Lacey.

Lacey, who attended Lindblom Technical 
High School (renamed Lindblom College 
Preparatory High School) in Chicago, 
looked at a variety of colleges. At the 
urging of her counselors, she went to 
Iowa City for a weekend visit. Proximity 
to Chicago, as well as friendliness of 
the people she met and Iowa’s strong 
academic reputation, convinced her to 
choose Iowa.

Lacey earned a bachelor of arts degree 
in communication studies in 1987. She 
works in community relations at Chicago 
Lakeshore Hospital, where she often visits 
area schools. Lacey is active with ASIST 
and with the Iowa Black Alumni Association.

“Iowa gives you the knowledge base 
that you will need to take the next step in 
life,” she says.

volunteers at admission outreach 
events.

Volunteers receive annual updates 
on the latest changes in admission 
requirements, ethical principles in 
student recruitment, and other campus 
information. They also receive this 
newsletter twice a year. When possible, 
volunteers are asked to help the profes-
sional admission staff at college fairs 
or other events, as another great way 
to keep up-to-date and connected with 
the University.

In the past few years, outreach efforts 
to more directly involve members of the 
Iowa Black Alumni Association and the 
Latino/a and Native American Alumni 
Alliance (LANA3) have increased. 
Valerie Garr, director of diversity 
relations and outreach for admissions, 
and Adele Lozano, from Opportunity 
at Iowa, have played an important role 
in opening lines of communication 
between alumni and students from eth-
nically diverse backgrounds. Engineer-
ing alumni also are very active. Working 
together through a variety of initiatives, 
alumni like these from select popula-
tions are helping the University reach 
its strategic enrollment goals.

Many ASIST volunteers are happy 
to speak with students about Iowa or 
college in general, or to help at events 
that professional admission staff may 
not be able to attend. To discuss 
possible involvement or for more 
information on ASIST, contact John 
Laverty, director of alumni and visit 
programs, at 319-335-0097 or 
john-laverty@uiowa.edu.

Iowa alumni 
play integral role in recruitment
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A major remodeling project brings 
with it noise, dust, and construction 
workers. Burge Hall residents survived 
the challenges of the remodeling 
process and in January started enjoying 
the end result.

A multiyear, multimillion-dollar 
renovation of Burge Market Place 
converted the traditional cafeteria into 
an impressive food-court-style dining 
center, allowing east campus residents 
to enjoy the same amenities found in 
Hillcrest Residence Hall on the west 
side. Students can select from a variety 
of food styles and even see their food 
prepared in an open-kitchen, restaurant 
environment.

Also, crews expanded and remodeled 
the Burge lobby and redesigned building 
entrances.

Numerous other campus projects are 
breaking ground or nearing completion.

The Adler Journalism and Mass Com-
munication Building opened in January, 
featuring 82,000 square feet of the latest 
in studio equipment and technology. 
The new Adler Building will house class-
rooms, production areas, and 

—the student-run newspaper.
Work will continue throughout 2005 

on Old Capitol and the president’s 
residence, but the Pomerantz Center—
future home of the Admission Visitors 
Center–is almost complete. The center, 
which also will house the Career Center, 
Academic Advising, and the Executive 
MBA program, is expected to open in May.

A new three-story School of Art and 
Art History building, to be completed 
in 2006 across the street from the UI 
Museum of Art, will include classrooms, 
studios, the Art Library, gallery space, 
and offices.

Other projects to be completed 
by early 2006 include the Carver 
Biomedical Research Building and a 
library addition to the Dey House–the 
Writers’ Workshop space.

  Burge gets 
food court and a facelift
Residence hall renovations 
among several projects improving 
and expanding campus

The lead role in the 2006  motion picture 

will be played by former UI student Brandon Routh.

Learning communities now home to more than 600 

Iowa’s first residence hall learning community officially 
was named in 1999; since, then the learning communities’ 
popularity and scope have grown significantly. Currently, 
more than 600 students choose to reside in the 10 different 
communities, located in seven residence halls on both sides 
of campus. 

Learning communities bring together students who share 
common interests, areas of study, or professional goals, offer-
ing a supportive and engaging living-and-learning environ-
ment. Students are more easily able to form study groups, 
become involved in related student organizations, and bond 
with others who have similar interests and habits. 

Prospective students sometimes express concern about 
living in a learning community, worrying that the floor will 

Residence halls offer connections for students 
sharing common interests, educational goals

be filled with students who study all the time and who are 
never social. But that’s not the case. These floors become 
some of the most popular on campus; most floors have 
waiting lists. 

New to the list of learning communities for fall 2005 will 
be the Sexuality Studies Learning Community, offering 
students the opportunity to engage in dialogue on issues 
related to the nature and history of human sexuality. Other 
changes will include some communities moving to a different 
residence hall to take advantage of additional space or 
facilitate programming, or adjusting to accommodate 
returning, in addition to first-year, students. 

For a complete list of learning communities, visit 
http://housing.uiowa.edu/housing/communities.htm. For 
transfer community news, see page 7.

TOP AND MIDDLE: Students enjoy some of Burge’s 
new fare, which includes pasta, pizza, a meat-carving 
station, salad bar, deli selections, grill food, interna-
tional cuisine, and more. BOTTOM: Students gather 
in the newly remodeled Burge lobby.
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The College Transition course pilot 
program for transfer students has 
been so successful that, effective this 
spring, it has been given its own course 
number and name—407:11, The 
Transfer Transition. 

The course, designed specifically for 
UI transfer students based on a popular 
course for UI first-year students, 
addresses topics such as advising, 
learning styles and study skills, Career 
Center involvement, time management, 
goal setting and motivation, test-taking 
skills, and managing personal finances.

Three sections are offered in the fall, 
one section in the spring, with addi-
tional sections added as needed. 

Here are some student comments 
from the fall 2004 course evaluation:  

• This class motivated me to try the 
best I can here and got me in touch 
with myself.

• This course was extremely helpful to 
me, and I would recommend it to any 
transfer student. 

• The career portion of this class 
helped me a TON! The teacher was 
very helpful. This class has guided me 
in the right direction at Iowa and I 
have found a career that suits me.

Undergraduate Transfer 
Student Profile, Fall 2004

 Residents 81%
 Nonresidents 19%
 Male 51%
 Female 49%
Transfers came to The University of 
Iowa from 277 U.S. colleges, including 
67 in Iowa and 210 out-of-state.

New web site scheduled 
for release this spring
The new UI admissions web site under 
construction will devote web pages to 
information and updates for counselors 
and educators. Following some technical 
delays last fall, the site is now scheduled 
to go live this spring. Visitors to the 
site, www.uiowa.edu/admissions, will 
be able to click on a “counselors and 
educators” link that will offer access to 
another link, “community college advis-
ers, administrators, and faculty.” The 
new site is designed to be useful and 
easy to navigate—whether visitors want 
to know how to articulate a new course, 
bring a group of students for the next 
Transfer Day, or refresh their knowledge 
of foreign language requirements for 
each UI college. Send suggestions for 
additional information or links to Pat 
Wynn at patricia-wynn@uiowa.edu.

• I gained a lot of knowledge that 
allowed me to feel comfortable using 
campus resources.

• The course was very helpful in my 
transition from a community college 
to The University of Iowa.

• It caused me to think more about my 
major. It showed me who to contact, 
and it allowed me to get answers 
related to my major.

• It is a good experience because it 
shows you that you aren’t the only 
one that doesn’t know what’s going 
on or what to expect.

More than 95 percent of evaluation 
respondents agreed or strongly agreed 
with the following statements:

• This instructor creates an atmo-
sphere where ideas can be exchanged 
freely and easily. 

• This instructor is effective in teach-
ing the subject matter of this course. 

• The instructor seems concerned with 
whether I learn course content. 

• Taking this course together with other 
transfer students has made it easier 
for me to participate in this class. 

• This course has helped me feel more 
comfortable as a new student. 

Student feedback indicates 
course success

Iowa’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences offers 

nearly 60 majors, 50 minors, and 11 certificate areas.

In fall 2005, the Transfer Honors Learning Community will 
increase in size and move to Daum Hall. Men in the transfer 
community will be housed on the first floor, women on the 
second floor. For the first time, students will be able to stay 
on the learning community floor for more than one year, 
which will offer mentoring opportunities and a more mature 
student environment on the floor.

Daum Hall will become honors-only housing, with the 
transfer learning community, as well as first-year and 
returning-student honors floors. Daum is connected to the 

Transfer learning community grows
new Blank Honors Center via an enclosed walkway. The 
honors center is home to the Honors Program, classrooms, 
and a variety of study rooms and lounges. Students in the 
transfer learning community will be able to conveniently 
access all of the center’s services and amenities, day or night.

In fall 2004, transfer community activities included a 
Hawkeye tailgate party and concert, floor open house, honors 
center tour, barbecue, theater outings, miniature golfing, 
and a prefinals holiday bash. 

For more learning community news, see page 5.

Every year high schools in the United States enroll students 
from other countries. Some are studying here as part of a 
short-term exchange program; others may be in the United 
States for several years as dependents of temporary workers 
or intracompany transferees. If these students decide to stay 
in the United States for their university studies, guidance 
counselors need to be aware of several academic issues.

 This is one of the first questions the Office of 
Admissions will ask an exchange student. Some exchange 
students have not completed secondary school in their home 
country and some receive only an honorary diploma or 

Exchange students, temporary-worker dependents 
need special guidance from U.S. high school counselors

attendance certificate from the U.S. school. Students in this 
situation are not eligible for admission to The University of 
Iowa unless they return home to complete secondary school 
or are officially graduated from a U.S. high school.

• If a student has completed all four years in the United 
States, admission is pretty straightforward in determining 
high school course requirements, grade-point average, 
and high school rank. In general, such students also have 
adequate English proficiency to sit for the ACT or SAT I.

• Students whose high school education is a combination 
of U.S. and overseas work must submit official academic 
records from both their U.S. and overseas high schools. 
The Office of Admissions will analyze high school course 
requirements and determine the student’s cumulative 
grade-point average based on successfully completed 
high school courses in both countries. Students in this 
situation may be asked to submit course descriptions from 
their overseas school. Depending on their length of stay in 
the United States, students who are nonnative speakers of 
English may be better advised to sit for the Test of English 
as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) rather than ACT or SAT I.

International students in U.S. schools are encouraged to 
visit the web site, www.uiowa.edu/admissions/international, 
for more information. Students also may visit campus, where 
they can participate in a campus tour as well as make an 
appointment to see an admissions staff member. Students 
and counselors can call 1-800-553-IOWA to arrange a campus 
visit or to ask more specific questions about the academic, 
English proficiency, and financial requirements of interna-
tional students.

Iowa’s campus community has people from about 100 countries, representing 
an array of religious, ethnic, linguistic, and cultural backgrounds.
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In the last admission cycle, the UI Office of Admissions received:
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

During that same time, the admissions office was responsible for:
• Sending 300,000 pieces of mail.
• Visiting with , plus 8,682 friends and family members, 

which equals  (6,880 high school students [89%], 
853 transfer students [11%]).

• Attending  in eight states and .
• Organizing alumni who attended 96 college fairs.
• Making  and attending 

.

By the numbers...


