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Academic Advising 
 

The departmentôs academic counselor is available to assist you with developing an educational plan now that 
you have declared Communication Studies as a major  Your overall plan will incorporate how to satisfy your 
degree requirements as well as how to select courses to help you reach your career goals.  Communication 
Studies majors are encouraged to seek academic advising as often as needed or desired. 

 

 

What should you expect when you see the Academic Counselor? 
 A review of your academic progress 

 Development of a semester-by-semester educational plan 

 Receipt of information about major requirements, a second major or a minor or certificate 

 Identification of courses you could take to reach 120 semester hours 
 
Other important reasons to see your Academic Counselor 

 Obtain the required signature(s) for Add & Drop forms 

 Receive necessary approval to add, drop or change sections of any communication 
course. 

 Verify completion of degree requirements for graduation 
 

When should you see the Academic Counselor 
 September-October or February-March to develop an educational plan 

 Several weeks before early registration begins 

 Sooner rather than later ï if you donôt like to wait!! 
 

 
Walk-in Advising 
 

Available times vary ï best to make an appointment. 
 
 

 

 
Appointments  

 
Contact main Communication Studies office to set an 
appointment: 
 

(319) 335-0575 

 

 
Academic Counselor Contact Information: 

 
Academic Counselor 

Communication Studies Department 
Room 162ï Becker Communication Studies Bldg 

(319) 335-0575 

 
 

 

Send Email: 
rebecca-scott@uiowa.edu 

 

Subject:  Adv Appt or Adv Conversation or Senior Check Point 
Message: Identify two (2) preferred dates and times and include First & Last Name and UID# required!  
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Other Important Offices 
 

Communication Studies Department  

Main Office 
Room 105 BCSB 
 Advising Appointments 

 Department Chairôs Office 

 Faculty Mailboxes & Office Locations 

 Teaching Assistants Office Information 

 Advisor signature for add/drop forms for 
courses from other departments 

 

 Who else can assist you? 

 Becky Scott, Department Administrator, Room 105 

 Department Faculty (Offices on 1
st
 Floor BCSB) 

 
 

Room 107 BCSB 
 Study Center 

 Computers (no printer though) 
 

Student Lounge 
 (across from the Main Office) 

 Vending Machines 

 Study area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 

Academic Programs & 
Services 
120 Shaeffer Hall 
(319) 335-2633 
 

Walk-in Office Hours  
Monday ï Friday  
11:00 a.m. ï 1:45 p.m. 
10 minute sessions 
Appointments required for questions or 
concerns taking longer than 10 minutes 

 

 Declare or change majors 

 File for a 2
nd

 Grade Option 

 Request to register late, add, or drop courses ï  
after the published deadlines 

 Request exceptions to rules & requirements 

 Obtain Scholarship Info 

 Clarify General Education requirements 

 Calculate the UI ñresidencyò requirement 

 See how to earn FLIP Credit for studying multiple 
foreign languages 

 Discuss terms of academic probation 

 Request reinstatement to The University 
after dismissal 

 Receive disciplinary action for plagiarism, forgery or 
other academic misconduct 

 

Pomerantz Career Center 
C310 Pomerantz Center 

 (on Market Street) 

319.335.1023 
 

Job Search Strategies classes 
Resume Writing Seminars 
Interviewing Tips, Techniques & Practice 
Employment Expo Activation Sessions 
Career Assessments & Information 
 
 
 
 

Career Fairs 
Job/Internship Fairs 
Employer Information 
Washington Center Internship Program 
Des Moines Center Internship Program 
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Communication Studies 
 

Communication Studies is one of 100 programs of study offered through the University of Iowa and is 
the third largest major in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  Communication Studies has become one 
of the most popular majors at Iowa along with Business, Engineering, Psychology, and English, and this major 
provides you an opportunity to study human communication from a multifaceted perspective.   

 

In Communication Studies, you will learn about communication practices and processes, contexts in 
which communication occurs, the theory of communication as well as the research and criticism that surround 
and embody the field.  With only one required course in the major, you have the option of selecting courses 
offered by the department that focus on a specific area within the field of communication or you may creatively 
combine courses to suit your individual learning and career goals.  The department offers courses focusing on 
media and society, interpersonal and relational communication as well as courses that emphasize rhetorical 
studies and public advocacy. In this major, you can study interpersonal, group, organizational, professional, or 
intercultural communication or take courses that integrate speaking and listening skills, verbal and nonverbal 
interaction, or argumentation and persuasion.  You will also have the opportunity to learn about technologically 
mediated communication and how media industries have shaped and reshaped our social interaction, work, 
politics, and economic activities. 

 
 
 

Undergraduate Program 
 

The undergraduate program includes a Bachelor of Arts degree. Starting in the Fall of 2007, you will be 
required to have a 2.6 overall GPA as well as the standard 30 semester hours earned before you can officially 
declare the major or take most courses offered by the department.   
 

Major Requirements (30 semester hours) 
 

Important Note:  Minimum of four semesters is needed to complete requirements for this major! 
 

Core Concepts (36:001)  3 hours  Requires 2.6 cumulative GPA; 
      Grade of C- or higher required in Core Concepts 
      to continue taking courses in the major. 

Group Requirements 
 Practice Courses   6 hours 
 Context Courses  6 hours 
 Research & Criticism 3 hours 
 Theory  3 hours 

 
Upper Level Course Work  9 hours 

 

Upper level courses are numbered 36:075 and above and these courses have course prerequisites that must 
be met. At least 3 semester hours of upper level course work must be from a course numbered 36:110 or 
higher. 
 
Not all upper level courses are offered every semester so students should review course prerequisites for 
upper level courses and plan to take courses to meet group requirements accordingly in order to have 
prerequisites met for desired upper level courses. 

 


