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Product News

iCommunicator is a new communication aid that aims to promote independent communication, as well as improve reading, language and speaking skills, for persons who are deaf, hard-of –hearing, or who experience unique communication challenges. It enables a user to communicate with hearing individuals without an interpreter. This computer based system allows two-way communication to occur in natural environments such as classrooms, the workplace, and public settings. A wireless microphone and transmitter picks up speaking voices (while rejecting extraneous voices and room noise); a receiver inputs the signal to a laptop where the software program converts the speech to text and video sign language. The user can reply using the computer’s keyboard, providing text that can be read, or allow iCommunicator to speak for them with a customizable computer generated voice. The system features a dictionary and thesaurus, and allows the user to perform internet searches. Conversations and lectures can be saved and played back at a later time, edit, insert notes for later reference, formulate questions and statements for immediate response in class, meetings or personal conversations. ICommunicator also allows speech/text to be converted to a computer generated voice output directed to a hearing aid, FM system or cochlear implant, providing the user access to acoustic information. The iCommunicator is a powerful tool with applications for many persons who face communication challenges. By taking spoken or written words and presenting them to the user in a variety of different formats, iCommunicator provides benefits in a multiplicity of ways for potential users Visual learners, who learn best by seeing information, are provided a visual display of spoken words. Individuals with speech disorders can use the iCommunicator’s voice output to learn the proper pronunciation of words. Those who use hearing devices are assisted in making sense of the sounds they are hearing. Visit the product’s website to learn more about the iCommunicator, and to view a video presentation of this unique assistive technology device. The iCommunicator has also been featured on ABC’s television show, Extreme Makeover by partnering to provide a family with this system to help with communication among family members. It aired on Sunday, September 17th. You can see it online at www.icommunicator.com.

Funding News

For some, when they are finished with high school, it can mean going on to college. However, for students who receive support in education through and IEP or 504 Plan, there are major differences between high school and college. Understanding the differences is an important part of transition planning and succeeding in college. At  www.thinkcollege.net you will find a lot of helpful information for students with disabilities who are considering college.

Since our emphasis is funding, there is helpful information in a section for students, families, and professionals called “Paying for College.” In this same area you will find additional links:

Why go?

Things to consider

Getting started

Helpful hints

Students sharing

Other education options

Your rights

Student stories

For parents, you’ll find a chart outlining the differences between high school and college, in other words, IDEA versus the ADA. Things do change. There is also a great checklist for parents when thinking of college and getting started.

College is a big transition for many students. If the student has a disability, there are additional things to consider. However, college is a wonderful opportunity. Visit this website to get some great advice and suggestions. You can also join a listserv to connect to other students with disabilities who are experiencing college and learn the pros and cons and ways to maneuver this new life experience.

Education Trend Watch: Books and Media

Going to School ~ Ir a La Escuela is a fresh look at the integration of young people with disabilities into the mainstream classrooms of one of the country’s largest school districts, Los Angeles Unified.  The fact that the featured urban school accommodates the educational and social needs of its children speaks not to its resources or its diversity so much as to the tireless advocacy of the children’s’ parents for equity, supports, transportation, classroom remediation, and physical access.  Parents and educators of children with disabilities will find this Latino neighborhood a microcosm of the American school experience at the start of the 21st century.

Freedom Machines is a benchmark film.  It is the measure of what children, young adults, and the elderly can achieve given appropriate technology to offset physical or cognitive deficits. Freedom Machines is also a testimonial to the tireless advocacy of individuals, parents, and mentors who must still fight for assistive technology services despite longstanding federal empowerment provisions in education, health, and civil rights.

This 2004 film is available in both video and in an enhanced version DVD from the Disability Resource Library.

Using Assistive Technology to Meet Literacy Standards: An IEP Guide for Grades 4-6, by Sherry Purcell and Debbie Grant, presents technological interventions for reading, writing, listening and speaking disorders.  This user-friendly guide (published 2004) shows you how to state an access issue, list the AT solutions, and write an IEP goal.  There is a large appendix of instruments, adaptations, and software, plus additional directories of vendors and web resources.  Purcell and Grant have created a very handy resource for all involved in the IEP formulation process.

Handbook of Special Education Technology Research and Practice is a wide-ranging tome exploring the challenges, assets, and promise of assistive technology.  Bordering on 900 pages, the book is best read in snippets according to your area of interest.  This 2005 edition boasts chapters written by practitioners of educational innovation and design, with practical implications for the diverse disability community.

The Disability Resource Library, at the Center for Disabilities and Development in Iowa City, makes these resources available to borrow free of charge for 3 weeks.  Please call us at 1-800-272-7713 to reserve any of the titles listed.

Student Disability Services 

Whether you are already a post-secondary student or looking for a college or university, you may benefit from services provided by Student Disability Services (SDS). The SDS office may have different names but they follow the same law (Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973). SDS will not know you need an accommodation until you ask. 

Student Disability Services assist students with qualified disabilities access to reasonable accommodations. Who is a qualified student? Ask your school what information they need to verify your disability. What is equal access to higher education? Students with disabilities are allowed to compete solely based on their academic skills and abilities. This may be achieving though accommodations. Once you are determined eligible, you can problem solve with SDS to determine the accommodation you need.

A few examples of academic accommodation are:

Extended time to complete exams

Someone or a computer to read exam questions 

Accessibility to campus facilities

Reformatted textbooks into Braille, audiotape, electronic or enlarged text

Tape recording lectures

Note-taker

Preferential seating

Interpreters

Your SDS is a great resource for disability related information. Although they do not provide the following services, they can assist you in accessing additional campus resources to meet your needs. 

Provide financial aid.  

Generally do not provide tutors or study aids.

Mental Health counseling

For more information:

Find national and local information disability related topics, including Higher Education - www.disabilityresources.org/HIGHERED.html 

Association on Higher Education and Disability-  Illinois/Iowa Chapter info available -  www.ahead.org 
A good resource for students -  ahead.org/students.php
The University of Iowa’s SDS website - http://www.uiowa.edu/~sds/ or phone 319-335-1462/ TTY 319-335-1468

Wheelchair Donation Drive

Did you know there are over 18 million disabled people in the developing world in need of a wheelchair?  In many areas of the world wheelchairs and other mobility aids are either not available or out of the financial reach of the people who live them. In the past 12 years, over 32,000 wheelchairs have been distributed in 70 countries by Wheels for the World, a division of Joni and Friends disability mission.

You can give the gift of mobility to a disabled person in a developing country! On October 20 and 21 bring your used wheelchairs, aluminum crutches and canes, and foldable walkers to Mercy Medical Plaza from 8 am to 5 pm. Donated equipment will be sent to regional correctional facilities for restoration before being sent with a team of qualified specialists to fit the recipients to their new wheelchairs.

Monetary donations of any amount can be sent to Wheels for the World, Iowa State Bank & Trust Co., P.O. Box 1700, Iowa City, IA, 52244-1700. Please make checks payable to “Joni and Friends” and indicate “restoration” in the memo line.

For more information visit http://sau.edu/pt/wftw or the national Joni and Friends website at http://www.joniandfriends.org/pg_wheelchair.php
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