
Assistive Technology and the IDEA
New revisions mean a greater role for technology in IEP’s

Penny Reed and Gayl Bowser

             lthough school districts
have been required to provide assistive
technology devices and services since
1990, in many cases assistive technol-
ogy was treated as a “special area that
was separate from the general delivery
of services.”  In some cases assistive
technology was only thought about for
children with very severe disabilities or
only for those with physical and speech
disabilities.  The 1997 revision of the
Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA ’97) included many new
requirements for school districts.

One of those new requirements is
the group of “special factors” which
each IEP (Individual Education Plan)
team must consider.  Assistive technol-
ogy is one of those special factors.  The
requirement states simply, “In develop-
ing each child’s IEP, the IEP team shall
consider whether the child requires
assistive technology devices and
services.”  Now each IEP team in every
school district is specifically required to
focus on the need for assistive technol-
ogy.  So what should be different in your
IEP meeting now that your IEP team is
required to consider your child’s need
for assistive technology?  You can
request that the IEP team consider
assistive technology for your child.

What to Expect on Assistive Technology
Consideration in the IEP Meeting

Generally, the discussions about
assistive technology should come after
you have agreed upon the goals that
your child will be expected to attain in
the next 12 months.  It is not possible to
make a decision about assistive technol-
ogy until you can talk about the specific
tasks that your child will be trying to
accomplish.  According to IDEA ’97, an
assistive technology device is defined
as “any item, piece of equipment, or
product system, whether acquired
commercially off-the-shelf, modified,
or customized, that is used to increase,
maintain, or improve functional
capabilities of a child with a disability.”
The functional capabilities of the child
in any situation are directly related to
the tasks that he or she is trying to
accomplish.  There is different assistive
technology to be considered for your
child in meeting a goal in arithmetic
than in meeting a goal in writing.

“Considering” assistive technology
should involve some discussion and
examination of potential assistive
technology.  It should not be someone
saying without discussion, “No, he
doesn’t need ‘assistive technology.’”
Consideration is defined in the Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary as “to think
carefully about, to form an opinion
about, or to look at thoughtfully.”
Congress did not choose that word by
accident, but clearly intended that there

would be some thought about whether
assistive technology may be needed.
Even though assistive technology may
not have been discussed for your child
in the past, it should be discussed from
now on at each IEP meeting.

A brief discussion of which
assistive technology might be useful
and whether it is needed should be
included in the consideration.  In order
to do that, someone on the IEP team
will need to be sufficiently knowledge-
able about assistive technology.  This
person may bring along specific
resource information about assistive
technology to help the team members
focus on what assistive technology
exists for the tasks that are challenging
to your child.  That information might
be books, catalogs, printouts from a
Web site, or actual hardware or soft-
ware for you to see.

The discussion should be brief,
lasting at least a minute or two, but no
more then 15 to 20 minutes.  Congress
intended that we could do this within
the confines of an IEP meeting, so it
should not add appreciably to the length
of that meeting.  If understanding and

a

continued on page 2

S p r i n g  2 0 0 0  ●  V o l u m e  1 4   N o .  1

I o w a   P r o g r a m   f o r   A s s i s t i  v e   T e c h n o l o g y  ◆  I n f o t e c h

Reprinted from the Exceptional Parent Magazine, Sept. 1999, pg. 54-58.

AT Needs Assessment in Iowa............2
FCC Revises Relay Services Rules..... 3
Assistive Technology Tax Credit.........3
504 Training...........................................3
Tenth Anniversary of the ADA............. 3
Assistive Gardening..............................4
UERS.......................................................6

  In this issue . . .

IPAT/Infotech Newsletter is published quarterly through the
Iowa Program for Assistive Technology, University Hospital
School, 100 Hawkins Drive, S295, Iowa City, Iowa 52242-1011.

Infotech/IPAT is now accessible
electronically through the World Wide Web at:

http://www.uiowa.edu/infotech/

A  P  r o g r a m  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l  S c h o o l,  I o w a ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y  A f f i l i a t e d  P r o g r a m

Newsnfotech
pat



h t t p : / / w w w . u i o w a . e d u / i n f o t e c h /

2 nfotech
pat News  ●  S p r i n g  2 0 0 0

agreement cannot be reached in 20
minutes, then it is possible that there are
questions that need to be addressed in
another forum such as an assistive
technology evaluation.

After discussing the use of assistive
technology itself, you should then talk
about assistive technology services.
School districts are required to provide
both the devices and the services.
Specific assistive technology services
may include:

● An evaluation of your child’s
need for assistive technology;
training of your child, members
of your family, or staff on how to
use the assistive technology;

● Technical assistance about its
operation or use;

● Modification or customization of
the assistive technology; and

Assistive Technology and the IDEA...
continued from front page

The requirement for every
IEP team to consider the

need for assistive technology
is a step forward.

● Other supports for the school
personnel that might be necessary
for the assistive technology to be
appropriately used.

What those other supports might be
is not specified in the law.  It could
include anything that is needed, for
example, putting new vocabulary in an
augmentative communication device, or
scanning new materials into a software
program that reads the text, or the
planning of how and when these things
will happen and who is responsible.

You should expect that someone on
the IEP team will know how to access
assistive technology services within your
school district.  In a small district it may
be that the direct service providers who
work with your child, (i.e. the teachers,
therapist, and aides) will need to provide
all of the services themselves.  In a larger
district, there may be individuals whose
entire job is assistive technology and
they need to be contacted through
appropriate channels so they can help
your child’s service providers.

Indicators of Appropriate Assistive
Technology Consideration

In 1988, a multi-disciplinary group
of assistive technology service providers
came up with descriptions of the charac-
teristics of appropriate AT services in
schools.  Called “Quality Indicators,”
these descriptions can be found on the
Quality Indicators for Assistive Technol-
ogy Web site: http://sac.uky.edu/
~jszaba0/QIAT.html.  As part of this
work, the group developed specific
quality indicators of appropriate assistive
technology consideration.
They are:

● The IEP Team has the knowledge
           and skills to make informed deci-

sions about assistive technology.

● A continuum (continuous range
of choices) of AT devices and
services is explored (considered).

● The IEP Team uses a decision
making process when deciding.

● Decisions are made based on IEP
(or IFSP) goals and objectives.

● Team decisions are made in com-
pliance with federal and state

           statutes.
● Determination of the need is

based on data about the student,
his or her environment, and tasks.

●  Decisions and supporting data are
documented.

Using Quality Indicators in Your
IEP Meetings

Quality Indicators are somewhat
general.  However, they provide guid-
ance for the IEP team as they reflect on
their own processes and what they might
do to improve those processes.  They
give you some idea of what your IEP
team might need to do to appropriately
consider your child’s need for assistive
technology.  One of the most common
results of consideration is the decision to
try some things to see if they work.  This
trial period or extended assessment, is
one of the key factors in successful and
effective decision making about assistive
technology.  No IEP team should ever
write down the name of any assistive
technology as the specific item a school
district will provide, unless that assistive
technology has been tried first to
determine that it performs as intended
and has the desired effect for the child.

Using a Form to Guide Consideration
of Assistive Technology

Some school districts and state
education agencies have developed
specific forms to assist the IEP team as
they consider each child’s need for
assistive technology.  One example, the
“AT Consideration Guide” can be
downloaded from the Wisconsin
Assistive Technology Initiative’s Web
site: http://www.wati.org .  This form
was developed as a tool that IEP teams
could use to guide them through the

continued on page 3

AT Needs Assessment
in Iowa

The Bureau of Children, Family and
Community   Services   of   the   Iowa
Department of  Education is collect-
ing   information    and    conducting
surveys to help determine assistive
technology    needs    in    education.
 The  development  of   the   survey
instrument has been a collaborative
effort   with   input   from   the   Area
Education  Agencies (AEAs),  IPAT,
the   Division   of   Vocational Reha-
bilitation  Services  (IDVRS),  and
the Early Access Program. The “AT
Consideration Guide” mentioned in
the previous article (Assistive Tech-
nology and  the IDEA) was useful   to
the committee when developing
their own survey  tools. Information
will be collected from parents, school
personnel,   AEA   staff,   outside  re-
sources, advocacy groups, and
IDVRS staff.  The information should
provide a “snapshot” of how well
Iowa is doing in meeting the assistive
technology needs of school children
and provide information about any
areas that need improvement.
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consideration process.  It asks the team
to answer these questions:

● What task(s) is it that we want
this student to do, that s/he is
unable to do at a level that reflects
his/her skills and abilities?

● Is the student currently able to
complete tasks with special
strategies or accommodations?  If
yes, describe them for each task.

● Is assistive technology currently
being used?  If yes, describe it.

● Would the use of assistive
technology help the student
perform this task more easily or
efficiently, in the least restrictive
environment, or perform
successfully with less personal
assistance?   If yes, list that
assistive technology.

● Are there assistive technology
services that this student needs?
If yes, describe.

First Steps

The requirement for every IEP
team to consider the need for assistive
technology is a step forward.  In many
cases this is a giant step forward,
because it has caused school districts
to “break out of the box” and begin to
think about assistive technology for
may children who had previously been
overlooked in the provision of assistive
technology.  It is an opportunity for
parents to encourage a thoughtful
discussion of the potential use of
assistive technology for their child.
From these first steps, the road to
success may be much more accessible. ◆

Gayl Bowser is the Coordinator of the Oregon
Technology Access Program and Penny Reed
is the Coordinator for the Wisconsin Assistive
Technology Initiative.  They are the authors of
Assistive Technology Pointers for Parents:
A Guide to Working with Schools (in press),
Winchester, OR: Coalition for Assistive
technology in Oregon (for more information,
e-mail: gayl.bowser@douglasesd.k12.or.us).

This article appeared in the Exceptional Parent Magazine, Sept.
1999, Penny Reed and Gayl Bowser, pg. 54-58. Reprinted with the
expressed consent and approval of Exceptional Parent, a monthly
magazine for parents and families of children with disabilities and
special health care needs. Subscription cost is $36 per year for 12
issues, Call 1-877-372-7368.  Offices at 555 Kinderkamack Rd.
Oradell, NJ  07649.

Assistive Technology
Tax Credit
The Iowa Program for Assistive
Technology funds a project through the
University of Iowa Legal Clinic that is
directed by Professor Len Sandler to
promote policy changes and assist with
legislation on assistive technology.
The AT Tax Credit for small businesses
that did not pass last year was passed
by the Iowa House and Senate this
spring.  The next issue of the InfoTech
Newsletter will have a more detailed
article on the project. ◆

504 Training
Watch this newsletter for future notices
about an upcoming ICN training that
IPAT will be sponsoring this fall on
Section 504 of the Rehab Act and how
it applies to education and post second-
ary education. ◆

Assistive Technology and the IDEA...
continued from page 2

This summer marks the 10th
anniversary of the signing of
the American’s with Disabilities
Act into Law. There will be a
number of celebrations around
the country and right here in
Iowa. There will be a large
celebration and parade in Des
Moines on July 21st that will
include Governor Vilsak and
Senator Harkin. Be sure to
check locally to see what your
community has planned to
commemorate this event.

Anniversary
of the

ADA

th10

FCC Revises Relay Services Rules
The Federal Communication Commission (FCC) made several important
revisions of telecommunications relay service (TRS) rules on February 17.
Some of the changes:

❃ Requires a minimum typing speed of 60 wpm for communication
assistants.

❃ Requires TRS providers to automatically and immediately transfer
emergency calls to the appropriate 911 operator and arelate the caller’s
numbers to the operator orally (Note: in Iowa areas having enhanced
911 access, it is still better to dial the 911 number directly via one’s TTY
without calling Relay Iowa.)

❃ Requires that common carriers provide STS (speech to speech) and
interstate Spanish relay services by March 1, 2001.

❃ Requires relay services to provide the ability to make pay per call calls.

The FCC also encourages provisions for video relay interpreting services
utilizing communication assistants skilled in sign language to relay conversa-
tions for users of American Sign Language.  The FCC continues to seek
comment regarding relay services (Web site: www.fcc.gov).

Relay Iowa
1-800-735-2942 (TTY)     1-800-735-2943 (Voice)

Spanish services also available
Relay Iowa 900 Service

1-900-230-3031 TTY/Voice
www.relayiowa.com
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Amy Hanna

The Gardner
First and foremost, to be a gardener

you have to be interested in gardening.
If you feel that gardening is tedious and
time consuming, don’t even bother.
But, for those of you who are still
interested, read on!  Remember that
gardening should be fun, not a job.

When planning a garden, be sure to
consider your abilities, realistically
determining what may be difficult for
you because of limitations in energy,
flexibility, or mobility.  Set small tasks
or goals, and be careful not to work
beyond your physical limits.  Try not to
do too much at one time, and stop
before you reach exhaustion.  Change
tasks frequently so it isn’t necessary to
stay in one position for a long time.

Consider having seats near the
garden, like benches or lawn chairs.
Stopping every now and then to sit and
look at your garden and see the progress
you’ve made gives both pleasure and
the motivation to continue.  Always
avoid working in extreme weather.  For
example, work in the morning or
evening to avoid the worst of summer
heat.  Be sure to protect yourself against
the sun.  Wear hats, sun glasses, and
appropriate sun block.  Take frequent
breaks and cool off by moving to a
shaded areas.  Be sure to have plenty of
cool liquids on hand.  Depending on the
temperature, you can wear long sleeved

shirts and pants as sun screen.  They
also work to protect you against insects
and plants that might scratch.

When planning a garden, consider
how much determination you have, the
materials you will need and how readily
available they are, the cost of the
materials and plants, and the space, soil,
and drainage you have to work with.

The Garden
As they say in real estate, location,

location, location!  Obviously, a garden
on your own property, just out your back
door, is the best possible location.  Even
if you rent, though, many landlords are
willing to let tenants put in a garden.  If
you don’t own property, check with
friends or relatives that do; they may be
willing to share space.  You might even

           s the weather warms,

many of us renew outdoor

activities that take us out

into sunshine and fresh air.

As trees, shrubs, and plants

begin to bud, gardening

can be just the right activity

after a long, dreary winter.

Gardening provides many

benefits, including healthy

physical exercise, a

challenging education

experience, and a source

of enjoyment and relaxation.

It can also expand your

sphere of friends and

contacts, and increase

your self-esteem as you

successfully grow and

share flowers and

vegetables with others.

Since gardening is a

typical daily activity

for many, it can and

should be accessible

to individuals

with disabilities.

A

Good Grips® Garden Tools Set
  (available through Sammons Preston)

continued on page 5
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know someone who wants to put in a
garden but doesn’t feel they can do it
alone.  Offer to garden with them!

Many communities make rental
space in community gardens available,
and private individuals may also consider
such arrangements.  If you go this route,
be sure it is close enough and you have
the transportation means to go to it
regularly.  Also be sure that the approach
is accessible given your mobility needs.
Gardens tend to be on flat surfaces, but
there might be steps, or hills, or other
rough terrain between you and your plot.
Or you may go and find that your plot is
a greater distance from parking then you
feel comfortable walking.  If you do
decide to garden at another location,
think about combining efforts with
friends.  Group or team gardening can
make the work easier and be greater fun.

As you plan the layout of your
garden, pay careful attention to the
location and design of the paths and the
planting areas.  Design the garden so
that no part is difficult to reach and all
parts can be reached from the edge.  If
you use a wheelchair or have other
mobility concerns, such as you use a
walker, try to make paths at least 4 feet
wide and if possible, pave the surface of
the paths.  Crushed gravel makes a fairly
flat, hard surface once it has been
packed down.  You can also use paving

stone or bricks.  On the other hand, if
you are digging up a new space in the
lawn, consider leaving grass paths
between the planting beds.  If the
ground is smooth and the grass is kept
short, this may be a simple, cheap, and
easy alternative to paving.  Grass can
also help prevent mud after watering or
rain.

You may have limitations other
than mobility to consider in the design
of your garden.  For instance, if you
have a visual impairment, put in guides
or markers to distinguish plot edges,
paths, and plants.  If you have weakened
muscle strength or problems grasping or
bending, consider adapted gardening
tools.  There are a variety of tools to
make gardening easier and more
accessible, for instance, you can get
back-saver rakes, spades, and pitch
forks.  There are hand tools with special
handles to support arms, wrists, and
hands.  There are a variety of garden
carts and kneelers to alleviate strain on

knees and backs and eliminate bending.
They also are a handy source to carry
your tools and supplies, eliminating
repeated trips to garden sheds.

If you are interested in seeing what
types of adapted tools might be available
- please call us at InfoTech 1-800-331-
3027.  We can search catalogs and other
resources looking for the right equip-
ment for you.

Container Gardens
Not all gardens are conventional

plots in the ground.  You might choose
to put your garden in containers.
Containers have a number of advan-
tages.  They can be built on porches,
decks, or around the yard.  You can also
use pots, hanging baskets, or window
boxes.  Containers can be purchased or
created from a variety of discarded
materials, like sewer sections, bushel
baskets, tubs, or pots.  If you decide to
construct your own containers, other
materials that can be used are lumber,
bricks, concrete blocks, paving stones,
or railroad ties.  Rectangular boxes are
the easiest to build.

Any type of raised bed or container
should be at least 2 feet high.  However,
determining the best height for your
needs should be part of the construction
process.  A raised garden shouldn’t be
wider than 2 feet when it’s against a
wall, or 4 feet if you can approach it
from each side.  Don’t use plants with
extensive root systems in containers.
Remember that containers dry out easily
and need to be watered frequently.

continued on page 8

Longneck Shears
  (available through Access With Ease Inc.)

Assistive Gardening
continued from page 4

Gardener’s Easy-up Kneeler and Seat
  (available through Sammons Preston)

Hose Wrench
  (available through Access With Ease Inc.)
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If you would like additional information on an item, or wish to place an ad, please contact InfoTech at
800-331-3027(voice/TTY).  When calling in reference to an item, please give the code number that
appears next to the listing. *All prices listed are negotiable and seller are willing to take the best offer.
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■ Ambulation/Therapy Equipment
951 $25 - Tempo quad cane,

adjustable height
[Chariton, IA]

951 $30 - Invacare lightweight,
adjustable walker
[Chariton, IA]

1244 $185 - American folding
wheeled walker, padded
seat, locking hand brakes,
adjustable handles
[Jefferson, IA]

1151 $700 - Equalizer 2000 weight
set, 2 years old [Ft Dodge, IA]

185 Negotiable - Paripodium,
pediatric [Sioux Center, IA]

185 Negotiable - Rifton prone
stander; children-to-adult
size; 46" - 72", up to 200 lbs.
[Sioux Center, IA]

1240 $500 - Rifton E67 42-inch
prone stander, for child 44-58
inches tall, tray, adjustable
abduction wedge, chest &
foot straps, like new
[Sioux Center, IA]

1161 Negotiable - Adult stander
[Dubuque, IA]

■ Augmentative/Alternative
Communication
612 $500 - Intro Talker by Prentke

Romich, with light pointer,
and wheelchair mount, new
battery, like new
[Wallingford, IA]

■ Hearing Technology
    3 Negotiable - Sears personal

amplification system, wireless
infra-red system
[Waterloo, IA]

■ Personal Care/Home Management
951 $40 - Older hospital bed;

adjustable; no mattress
[Chariton, IA]

951 $1,000 - Invacare hospital
bed; 2 years old; side rails;
button controls [Chariton, IA]

1232 $25 - Deluxe Bathtub transfer
bench [Cedar Rapids, IA]

1240 $100 - Rifton E54 38-inch
bath chair, for child 36-50
inches tall, chest straps, leg
straps, head pads, excellent
condition [Sioux Center, IA]

612 $800 - 2 Clinaire whirlpool
bathtubs with hydraulic
stand-up lift, one never used,
each [Wallingford, IA]

612 $75 - Health-O-Meter
Pediatric Scale, model 322,
36 lb. Capacity [Wallingford,IA]

1225 $75 - Commode, never used
[Gilman, IA]

1232 $20 - Raised toilet seat
[Cedar Rapids, IA]

1232 $400 - Invacare Roll-In
Commode/Shower chair;
used 2 months
[Cedar Rapids, IA]

951 $85 - Trapeze for bed
[Chariton, IA]

951 $60 - IV Poles - 2 available
[Chariton, IA]

612 $2,500 - Barrier Free Uni-lift
Lift System, 24 feet of
straight track [Wallingford, IA]

951 $60 - Hoyer slings -
7 available [Chariton, IA]

1232 $150 - Older Hoyer lift, 2 new
slings [Cedar Rapids, IA]

612 $75 - Porta potty, electronic
flush, 2 gallon, like new
[Wallingford, IA]

■ Three Wheeled Power Mobility
1231 $1,000 - PaceSaver Titan

3-wheel scooter; 2 gel
batteries; charger; front
basket; 300 lb. capacity;
$2,700 new [Davenport, IA]

1237 $500 - Electric Mobility
Rascal 3-wheel scooter,
7 yrs old, needs new
batteries [Waterloo, IA]

1238 $2,900 - Palmer Indepen-
dence-Plus 3-wheeled
powered vehicle, 32 inch
seat, headlight, directional
signals and charger, less
than 2 yr old, like new
[Maplegrove, MN]

■ Travelchairs/Strollers/Car Seat
612 $400 - Adaptive stroller, can

also be used for car seat
[Wallingford, IA]

■ Vehicle Accessories
1234 Negotiable - Braun

Corporation Model L800U
wheelchair lift  for full-size
van; chair locking bar
[Danville, Ill)

1241 $400 - Wheelchair lift for
full-size van [Waite Park, MN]

■ Vehicles with Lifts/Ramps
1151 $7,000 -1987 Winnebago

Itasca, fully accessible,
30,000 miles, brand new
engine, new carpet and seat
coverings [Ft Dodge, IA]

1239 $1,500 - 1984 Chevrolet
Blazer Type A, hand controls
[De Witt, IA]

71 $21,300 - 1995 Ford
Conversion Van with raised
roof and under-vehicle lift;
loaded with electronic
equipment; 33,000 miles
[Clinton, IA]

185 Negotiable - 1992 Ford
Universal Conversion van
with Crow River wheelchair
lift, lift is 2 years old, rear
heat & air, AM/FM/cassette,
good condition
[Sioux Center, IA]
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LOOKING TO BUY
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1161 $1,800 - 1985 Dodge van
with Ricon wheelchair lift;
brown/cream color; runs
good [Dubuque, IA]

1223 $12,500 - 1994 Dodge Ram
with Crow River wheelchair
lift, 3-point power passenger
seat, 64,000 miles, good
condition [Fairbank, IA]

1227 $19,700 - 1993 Dodge
Grand Caravan with Rollx
conversion; 6,500 miles;
excellent condition
[Ft Madison, IA]

1229 $6,500 - 1989 Dodge Ram
Conversion Van with Ricon
wheelchair lift; 36,000 miles;
excellent condition
[Richfield, MN]

1230 $34,500 - 1999 Dodge Grand
Caravan; IMS conversion;
Hand controls; Remote door
openers; under warranty;
3,300 miles; Excellent
condition [Ames, IA]

1235 $16,500 - 1994 Full-size Ford
Conversion Van; Braun UZL
Undervan Lift; 78,000 miles
[Fruitland, IA]

1243 Negotiable - 1996 Dodge
Ram Hightop; Crow River
Vangator lift (side); 45,000
miles [Wellsburg, IA]

■ Wheelchair Accessories
974 Negotiable - Jay cushion

[Harlan, IA]
951 $220 - High Profile Roho

Cusion [Chariton, IA]
■ Wheelchairs - Manual

569 $730 - Manual Levo stand-up
wheelchair for person around
5 ft. tall with normal arm
strength, 1992 model, all
paperwork included
[Cedar Falls, IA]

1226 $1,200 - Invacare 9000 XT
manual lightweight
wheelchair, folding armrest,
tall back, light-weight; 18x 16,
swing-away footrests; 18" Jay
II Tall Back cushion; used
less than 1 month
[CedarRapids, IA]

185 Negotiable - Invacare Action
Comet manual wheelchair;
tilt-n-space; includes tray,
headrest, Jay II cusion &
back; 16" x 16"; red
[Sioux Center, IA]

■ Wheelchairs - Power
569 $3,000 - Jazzy 110 Series

power wheelchair, brand new,
silver, includes armrests, seat
belt, pockets on back seat &
front [Cedar Falls, IA]

974 $2500 - Invacare Action
Ranger X Storm Series, 2
sets of back tires, battery
charger, detachable arm &
foot rests; excellent condition;
used one year [Harlan, IA]

1211 $2,500 - Invacare Action
9000, with joystick,
2 batteries and a charger,
like new [New Sharon, IA]

1224 Negotiable - E&J Model 99
power wheelchair, new
batteries, charger, extra Jay
cushions [Worthington, MN)

1228 $500 - E&J power
wheelchair; new batteries
& charger; good condition
[Clinton, IA]

1237 $3,000 - Pride Jazzy power
wheelchair, 3 yr old, new
battery a year ago, fully
adjustable seat, right or left
arm control [Waterloo, IA]

1242 $2,325 - Action Ranger II
Storm Series power
wheelchair, battery charger,
air seat; less than 2 years old
[Breda, IA]

1235 $1,500 - Quickie Zippy
Powerchair (pediatric), new
seating system, joystick,
midnight purple, like new
[Fruitland, IA]

1233 Free - Invacare Action Storm
Series with Automatic Tilt
Back; needs batteries;
3 years old; good condition;
Must be able to pick up at
this location.
[Sunrise Beach, MO]

■ Architectural/Home Adaptations
185 Portable ramp for home

access (Sioux Center, IA)
951 Vertical lift, 8-feet high for

home (Chariton, IA)
■ Personal Care/Home

Management
853 Double electric hospital bed

(Lytton, IA)
■ Wheelchairs - Manual

1225 Lightweight, folding, manual
wheelchair (Gilman, IA)

■ Wheelchairs - Power
569 Power stand-up wheelchair

for 5’3" person and 149 lbs
(Cedar Falls, IA)

UERS Reminder
This is just a reminder to  newsletter
readers who have  listed equipment
for sale, or to purchase.  Be sure to
call every 60 days to update your
listing!  Because of the growth the
Used Equipment Referral Service is
experiencing it is difficult for us to
keep track of all the equipment; we
also want to offer the most up-to-date
list we possibly can.  Therefore, we will
check all the listings every 60 days.

If you have not updated yours, it will
be automatically dropped.  If your
listing has been dropped, you can
reinstate the ad.  Just give us a call
at (800)331-3027. Please let us know
if you have any questions.

UERS
continued from page 6
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The  IPAT/Infotech   newsletter  is  a  publication
of   the   Iowa   Program   for   Assistive   Technology,
a   project   of   University   Hospital   School,   Iowa’s
University  Affiliated   Program.  University  Hospital
School   is   a   component   of   University   of   Iowa
Hospitals   and   Clinics,   University   of   Iowa   Health
Care.  InfoTech aids  individuals  with  disabilities,
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The Plants
Another critical part of the planning

process is deciding what type of garden
interest you - flowers, vegetables, or
herbs (combining elements is also a
possibility as you gain experience and
nerve).  Be sure to consider climate and
the length of your growing season when
picking plant varieties, and make certain
to use plants that genuinely interest you.
If you intend to plant a vegetable
garden, think about vegetables that you
enjoy eating.  Why plant something
you’ll never eat?  Also, consider the
amount of produce you want.  If done
well, even a small garden can produce a
lot of vegetables.  It may be too much
for you to eat alone but you can always

distribute your abundance among family
and friends.

Your county Extension Service is
one of the best sources of assistance in
planning, planting, and caring for your
garden.  The people who work at the
local Extension Service are from your
community and know local conditions
and what plants will work well in your
area.  They can also suggest which plants
will flourish in containers and which will
languish.  Look for their number under
County in the government section of the
phone book and give them a call.  Also,
talk with local gardeners and greenhouse
personnel.  There is also a wealth of
excellent books on gardening, including
resources specifically addressed to
individuals with disabilities.  Check with
your local library, and if they don’t have
gardening resources for individuals with
disabilities, request that they consider
purchasing some.  Always remember,
gardening is supposed to be fun!  So, get
out there, enjoy yourself, and have a
wonderful time! ◆

This article was reprised and updated from
an article published in the May/June 1994

issue of the InfoTech newsletter.

Assistive Gardening
continued from page 5


