(Translation of letter to El Salvador government officials.)
Dear Sirs: 

We are following the legal process against the thirteen civil society members detained in Suchitoto, El Salvador on July 2, 2007 under the Special Law Against Acts of Terrorism. And we await the results of the evidentiary hearing, which takes place this February, to determine if they will go to trial.

I don’t think you can accuse of terrorism those who make use of their legitimate rights of mobilization, opinion, and expression.  These are members of social organizations that are protesting the climate of impunity and the high cost of living in El Salvador, and we are concerned that they are being treated as criminals. This is not in keeping with either El Salvador’s Political Constitution nor the spirit and letter of the 1992 Peace Accords. This is not how one constructs a democracy with opportunity for the entire population.

I feel it is fundamental to insist that the individuals’ human rights be respected, particularly those related to the right to freedom, security, integrity and dignity.  And we ask that the terrorism charges against the thirteen be dropped.

Yours respectfully, 

-----------------------------------

Background information here.

Listen to the NPR broadcast here.
