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French 9:012 -- Intermediate French Syllabus

French and Italian 111 PH, Summer 2006

Instructors: 
Khadija Bounou:  513 PH  email:  khadija-bounou@uiowa.edu     office hours:  Tues, Wed, Thurs  11:30-12

Rebecca Leal: 564 PH    e-mail: rebecca-leal@uiowa.edu
office hours: Mon., Fri., 9:15-10 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

French 9:012 is the 4th semester of a 4-semester course for both non-majors and majors in French. This course completes general education requirements in French as a foreign language. The primary goal of this course is the development of a functional ability to use French. Emphasis is on vocabulary building, listening comprehension, cultural and historical knowledge, reading for information, speaking, and writing. Knowledge of the grammatical structures taught in the first three semesters is assumed. Grammar study, through some grammar exercises, is included but is associated primarily with the readings in French and with the re-writing of student projects. Students are expected to attend class regularly, to turn assignments in on time, to hand in only their own work, to show initiative in the preparation of materials, and to work regularly toward class goals. Students are expected to spend a minimum of 8 hours a week in preparation for actual class sessions. Classes are conducted in French.

REQUIRED TEXTS (All books available at Iowa Book & Supply, 8 S. Clinton)
-- À vous La France!
--Guide Voir France
--Easy French Reader (second edition)
--A good French/English dictionary (e.g. Harper's French Dictionary or The Pocket Oxford/Hachette French Dictionary)

You may want to keep Voilà (the book used in the first 3 semesters) as a reference. If you do not have a copy of this book, you should find a reference grammar to use.

EVALUATION

40% -- 4 written tests @ 10% each

20% -- le dossier voyage: final project 

15% -- final oral exam

25% -- participation (homework etc.). See sheet on participation. 

SCHEDULE
The schedule is outlined in the syllabus calendar. For the first 12 weeks or so work will focus on regions of France in Guide Voir France, aspects of French history from Easy French Reader, and other materials. The last few weeks will be devoted directly to the final project. There will be no regular class meetings of French 9:012 during the last week of classes. The final oral exam will be scheduled during that week. You will also devote that week and the last week of classes to finishing the "dossier voyage"--the final project. There will be no final written exam. Please note that this schedule, and this syllabus, may undergo slight modifications during the course of the semester. You will be given timely notification of any such changes. 

WRITTEN TESTS

There will be four tests over the course of the semester. These tests will cover material from class work, readings, and homework. There will be NO make-up exams given except as stipulated by university policy (see http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/students/academic_handbook/). Individual arrangements will be made for students who present valid reasons in advance of the exam.

ORAL EXAM

For the final oral exam (during the last week of classes), you will be expected to be able to talk about one of four topics worked during the course and/or to be able to talk about your trip. You can use pictures, diagrams, etc, but you will not be allowed to read a prepared text. You should be able to interact and should NOT perform a memorized monologue. Emphasis is on fluency and ability to sustain a conversation, asking and answering appropriate questions. The interlocutor is assumed to be a friendly native speaker. Your instructor will give you further information about the oral exam.

In order to prepare for the oral exam, students are expected to take advantage of the oral practice sessions that will be offered each week (beginning a few weeks after the start of classes and ending a few weeks before the end of the course). Oral practice sessions are worth 5% of the final grade. Your instructor will give you information about oral practices.

LE VOYAGE

The final project is worth 20% of your final grade. Note that a good deal of this grade is based on your classroom participation, including any assigned oral presentations, during the weeks devoted to this activity. In this activity you will plan a trip to France and write a dossier about it, inventing a trip, telling where you went, what you saw and did, what it was like, how much it cost, etc. You can work in groups, sharing ideas, going to the same places, or on your own, but each dossier voyage should be written by an individual student and handed in as evidence of that student’s own, individual work unaided and unedited by anyone except, as appropriate, by the instructor. Some of the work for the project will be prepared through homework assignments. You must plan a trip to spend a minimum of 2 weeks in France. You must include Paris and at least two other regions of France. You should end up showing somewhere between three and four thousand dollars expenditures: no more than $4000 (no credit to pay later). By the end of the fourth week of the semester, you should have drawn up a preliminary itinerary, and begun work on the project. The dossier is due on the last day. It should be in French, typed, and double-spaced. The grade you will receive will reflect the following criteria:

30% CONTENT: how well, how substantially, and in how much detail the trip is covered. Although length is not, per se, an aspect of the grade, short dossiers tend to receive low grades.

30% LANGUAGE: the dossier should be free of major mistakes (i.e., mistakes that would prevent someone who didn't know about your trip from understanding). By the end of the semester, the text will have, or should have, gone through many drafts and revisions. Large numbers of mistakes, even small ones, are unacceptable at this point.

15% ORGANIZATION, CREATIVITY, NEATNESS, PRESENTATION: the best dossiers will focus attention on the events and places of the trip in a clear and captivating way. Typing is required. Generally speaking, it is obvious whether much time has been spent on the dossier.

25% PARTICIPATION. Class participation in the weeks devoted to the activity. Do not miss class during this period!

GRADING SCALE

100-97 A+

96-93 A

92-90 A-

87-89 B+

86-83 B

82-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-73 C

72-70 C-

69-67 D+

66-63 D

62-60 D-

59 and below

Note: final grade averages will be rounded up at .5. That is, an average of 79.4 will be recorded as a C+. An average of 79.5 will be recorded at a B-.

In homework assignments, you may find your instructor has graded out of 20 instead of out of 100. In that case, the scale is as follows:

20-pt. Grading Scale: 

20 A+

19 A

18 A-

17 B

16 B-

15 C

14 C-

13 D

12 D-

11 or below 

----------------------

COURSE POLICIES

See also the Schedule of Courses and the Student Academic Handbook 

http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/students/academic_handbook/
All students in the College have specific rights and responsibilities. You have the right to adjudication of any complaints you have about classroom activities or instructor actions. Information on these procedures is available in the Schedule of Courses and on line in the College's Student Academic Handbook. You also have the right to expect a classroom environment that enables you to learn, including modifications if you have a disability. Your responsibilities to this class-and to your education as a whole-include attendance and participation. You are also expected to be honest and honorable in your fulfillment of assignments and in test-taking situations (the College's policy on plagiarism and cheating is on-line in the College's Student Academic Handbook). You have a responsibility to the rest of the class-and to the instructor-to help create a classroom environment where all may learn. At the most basic level, this means that you will respect the other members of the class and the instructor, and treat them with the courtesy you hope to receive in turn.
* We would like to hear from anyone who has a disability which may require some modification of the seating, testing or other class requirements so that appropriate arrangements may be made. Please see your instructor and course supervisor after class or during office hours.

* This course is given by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. This means that class policies on matters such as requirements, grading, and sanctions for academic dishonesty are governed by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Students wishing to add or drop this course after the official deadline must receive the approval of the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Details of the University policy of cross enrollments may be found at:

http://www.uiowa.edu/~provost/deos/crossenroll.doc.

* Student Complaints concerning faculty: (see the Schedule of Courses and Student Academic Handbook for more information) Students with complaints concerning their instructor in French 9:011/012 should first attempt to resolve the issue with that instructor. If this effort is not practical and/or fails, students should contact the Course Director. If the outcome at this level is unsatisfactory, students should next contact the Departmental Executive Officer (Downing Thomas, 555 PH / 335-2253) and finally the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

* Plagiarism and Cheating will not be tolerated. Do not show any work you are to hand in to anyone other than your instructor. Do not ask for or receive help with spelling, word choice, grammar forms, syntax, idioms or any other language matter for material you are to hand in. An instructor who suspects a student of getting help, of plagiarism or of cheating, must inform the student as soon as possible after the incident has been observed or discovered. If the instructor comes to the conclusion that the student has gotten help, has plagiarized or cheated, he or she in consultation with the course supervisor and the departmental executive officer may decide to reduce the student's grade in the course or even to assign an F (see Student Academic Handbook on Academic Fraud).

Syllabus, 9:012 Summer 2006

	lundi
	mardi
	mercredi
	jeudi
	vendredi

	
	6 juin: Intro
	7: Histoire de France
	8: Paris
	9: Paris

	12: Paris
	13: Paris
	14: Paris
	15: Révision
	16: EXAMEN 1

	19: Région 2
	20: Région 2
	21: Région 2
	22: Région 2
	23: Région 2

	26: Révision 
	27: EXAMEN 2
	28: Région 3
	29: Région 3
	30: Région 3

	2 juillet: Région 3
	3: Région 3
	congé
	5: Révision
	6: EXAMEN 3

	10: Région 4
	11: Région 4
	12: Région 4
	13: Région 4
	14: Région 4

	17: Révision
	18: EXAMEN 4
	19: Preparation
	20: Preparation
	21: Preparation

	24: Preparation
	25: Preparation
	26: Oral Exams
	27: Oral Exams
	28: DOSSIER DUE


