
INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS

Fall 2009  -  30:001 SCA Saturday/Evening Program
6:30-9:00 Wednesday  -  150 Schaeffer Hall
Professor Cary Covington                                                                                       Office: 305 Schaeffer Hall
Office Hours: Tu/Th 10:30-12:00                                                                               Office Phone: 335-2339
e-mail: cary-covington@uiowa.edu                         DEO Professor Tom Rice (email: tom-rice@uiowa.edu )

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course introduces you to theories about and the practice of American government.  We will draw frequently on current events to illustrate general principles of government operation.  Class time will be devoted to reviewing material presented in the Dynamics of Democracy text to clarify students’ understanding, discussing articles assigned from the Current Perspectives reader, and analyzing current events from the perspective of the principles and empirical generalizations about American politics that are presented in the assigned readings.  

Learning the material in this course will help you develop an understanding of the structures, processes and environment of our national government, and an ability to analyze national issues and the actors and institutions that deal with them.  

I need to hear from anyone who has a disability that may require some modification of seating, testing or other class requirements so that appropriate arrangements may be made.  Please see me after class or during my office hours.  Procedures for registering complaints about the oral competence or conduct of the professor, as well as expectations for student conduct in the classroom can be found in the handout accompanying this syllabus.

TEXTBOOKS:

The textbooks for this course consist of a core textbook and an edited book of readings.  The books are bundled and available only at the IMU Bookstore.  

Squire, Lindsay, Covington and Smith. Dynamics of Democracy (6th ed) (S)

Cigler and Loomis. American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings (7th ed) (C/L)
I am a co-author of Dynamics of Democracy.  All royalties that I receive from the sale of the textbook to this class are placed into an account at the University of Iowa Foundation used to improve instruction in political science.  I do not receive income from the sale of the textbook here at the University of Iowa.

GRADING POLICY:

Your grade will be based on your performance on the assignments listed below and are worth 350 points.  

Midterm Examination






100 points
Article Summaries (4 @ 10 points each)




  40 points
Writing Assignment






  40 points
Participation







  20 points
Final Examination                                         



100 points
Total








300 points

Each of your Article Summaries will consist of a brief summary of the main points of each article assigned for a week (NOT the DOD chapters).  You will be assigned to one of two groups that alternate turning in summaries of each week’s readings.  Follow these instructions: 1) summarize the articles – do not quote!; 2) summarize each article in separate paragraphs, with the author and title of the article included in the paragraph; 3) under no circumstances should the summary of any one article not run more than two pages; 4) papers must be typed, double-spaced, and use 12-point font.
Your Writing Assignment will be written in two parts.  Part 1 will be handed out September 9 and is due September 16.  Part 2 will be handed out on September 16 and is due September 23.
The Midterm and Final Examinations are not cumulative.  They will consist of a combination of short-answer identification and essay questions.  The final is on THURSDAY December 17 at 4:30 p.m.
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Participation is based on the frequency and substance of your comments.  Attendance is not a part of your grade but I take attendance to get to know your names and you cannot participate if you do not attend (duh!).

COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS:

August 27: Overview of Course
September 2: Rules of the Game: Constitution and Federalism GROUP 1 #1
Questions: Why create a new government? How is it organized and why does it take the form it does?  What biases does the new government create?



 S: Chapters 1 and 2 

 C/L #1.3: Roche, “The Founding Fathers: A Reform Caucus in Action”

 C/L #1.2: Hofstadter, “The Founding Fathers: An Age of Realism”

 C/L #1.4: Madison, “The Federalist, No. 51”

 C/L # 2.1: Madison, “The Federalist, No. 39”
September 9: The Individual & Politics: Civil Liberties/Civil Rights. GROUP 2 #1

Questions: What are rights and liberties? How has our view of rights and liberties changed?

 S: Chapters 4 and 5
 NY Times: Liptak, “Unlike Others, U.S. Defends Freedom to Offend in Speech”
     http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/12/us/12hate.html?_r=1&th=&emc=th&adxnnlx=1213286718-Qob95bOGkr631OA6D5GKJg&pagewanted=print 
 C/L #3.6: Taylor, “Rights, Liberties, and Security:…”
 C/L #3.9: Schuck, “Affirmative Action: Don’t Mend or End It – Bend It”
September 16: The Individual & Politics: Beliefs and Actions. GROUP 3 #1
Questions: What do people belief about politics and how do they participate in politics?

S: Chapters 6 and 7
 C/L #4.1 Bartels, “Is ‘Popular Rule’ Possible?
 C/L #5.2: Schudson, “Voting Rites: Why We Need a New Concept of Citizenship”
 C/L #5.3 Putnam, “Bowling Alone: American’s Declining Social Capital”
 Washington Post: Vedantam, “Your Neighbors Could Find Out, So You'd Better Vote
     http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/26/AR2008102601937_pf.html 
 NY Times: Ornstein, “Vote – Or Else” 
     http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/10/opinion/10ornstein.html?th=&emc=th&pagewanted=print 
 Washington Post: Vendantam, “Two Views of the Same News Find Opposite Biases”
     http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/23/AR2006072300512_pf.html 
September 23: The News Media. GROUP 1 #2
Questions: How does the news media affect politics?  Has its role changed?  Is it biased? 



 S: Chapter 8


 C/L #8.1: Meyrowitz, “Lowering the Political Hero to Our Level”


 C/L #8.3: Kull, “The Press and Misperceptions About the Iraq War”


 Washington Post: Milbank, “Rove's Reading: Not So Liberal as Leery”


     http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A2519-2005Apr19?language=printer 
September 30: Group Participation: Political Interest Groups GROUP 2 #2
Questions: Why do groups form? How do they affect policy?  Do they help make good policy?



 S: Chapter 10



 C/L #9.1: Madison, “The Federalist, No. 10”


 C/L #9.2: Birnbaum, “Lobbyists – Why the Bad Rap?”


 C/L #9.3: Skocpol, “Associations Without Members”


 National Journal: Brownstein, “Born Fighting, MoveOn Isn’t Letting Up”,


     http://www.nationaljournal.com/njmagazine/print_friendly.php?ID=nj_20080927_1369 
October 14: Midterm 
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October 7: Group Participation: Political Parties. GROUP 3 #2

Questions: Do parties play an important role? How has that role change in the past 50 years?



 S: Chapter 9


 C/L #6.1: Aldrich, “The Case for the Importance of Political Parties”


 C/L #6.2: Beck, “A Tale of Two Electorates:…”


 Washington Post: Ignatius, “How the Republicans Let It Slip Away”,


     http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/11/AR2005101101321_pf.html
 

 Washington Post: Broder, “For Democrats, a Path Back to Power”,


     http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/10/12/AR2005101202000_pf.html
October 21: Congress: Constitutional Origins and Elections GROUP 1 #3
Questions: What does the Constitution say?  Why do incumbents win?  

 S: Chapter 11
 C/L # 7.3: Mark, “Attack Ads Are Good for You”
 Course website: “Gerrymandering: Advantages and Disadvantages”
 Course website: “Technology Sharpens the Incumbent’s Edge”
 Course website: “Campaign Finance Reform”
October 28 & November 4: Congress: The Legislative Function GROUP 2 #3 (DUE Oct 28)
Are parties and committees important?  What are the consequences of our system of legislating?

 S: Chapter 11
 C/L #10.4: Mann & Ornstein, “The Broken Branch”
 C/L #10.5: Thomas, “Where the Republicans Went Astray”
 New York Times: Smith, “Filibusters: The Senate’s Self-Inflicted Wound”
     http://100days.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/03/01/filibusters-the-senates-self-inflicted-wound/?th&emc=th 
 Course website: “Lawmakers from Purple Districts Walk a Thin Line”
November 11: The Presidency: Constitutional Origins and Elections. GROUP 3 #3

Questions: What did the founders intend for the presidency?  What difference does it make how 

we choose our presidents?


 S: Chapter 12


 C/L #7.1: Mayer, “Race for the Nomination: In Search of Reform”


 C/L #11.2: Dahl, “Myth of the Presidential Mandate”
November 18: The Presidency: The Executive Function GROUP 1 #4

Questions: Why do we both seek and fear a strong president?  How do presidents lead? Is the 

presidency too strong, too weak…?



 S: Chapter 12 

 C/L #11.1: Neustadt, “The Power to Persuade”
 Course website: Kernell, “Going Public”
 C/L #11.3: Healy & Lynch, “Power Surge: The Constitutional Record of George W. Bush”
November 25 – Thanksgiving Break – No Class

December 2: The Bureaucracy GROUP 2 #4

Questions: What does the bureaucracy do?  Should it do more, with more or less political control?



 S: Chapter 13

 C/L #12.4: Light, “The True Size of Government”
 New York Times: Risen, “Use of Iraq Contractors Costs Billions, Report Says”
   http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/12/washington/12contractors.html?th=&emc=th&pagewanted=print
 C/L #12.2: Wilson, “Constraints on Public Managers”
 C/L #12.1: Dionne, “‘Political Hacks’ vs. ‘Bureaucrats’:…”
December 9: The Courts GROUP 3 #4
Questions: How should judges make decisions?  What is their role in our political system?



 S: Chapter 14

 C/L #13.3: Posner, “What Am I? A Potted Plant?”
 Slate Magazine: Lithwick, “Talk About Your Overrated Job” 
     http://www.slate.com/id/2109807/ 
 C/L #13.4: Cole, “The ‘Kennedy Court’”
THURSDAY, December 17th  – FINAL EXAMINATION– 4:30 p.m.
