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30:001 INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN POLITICS

Course website: http://www.uiowa.edu/~c030115/introap.html
Fall 2009   –  Macbride Auditorium

9:30 a.m.  –  Tuesday & Thursday

Professor Cary Covington                                                                   Teaching Assistants (TAs)

Office: 305 Schaeffer Hall                                                                     Nathan Darus (Head TA)

Phone:  335-2339                                                                                               Natasha Altema
Office Hours: 10:30-12:00 Tu & Th                                                                     Allison Hamilton
                       and by appointment                                                                     Lance Kloefkorn
E-mail: cary-covington@uiowa.edu                                                                      Andrew Pettine
                                                                                                             TA Offices and Office Hours, Phone Numbers
                                                                                                                        and E-mail addresses can be found in
                                                                                                                        each TA’s Discussion Section Syllabus

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course introduces you to theories about and the practice of American government.  It will help you understand the structures, processes and environment of our national government; as well as improve your ability to analyze issues and institutions.  We will draw frequently on current events to illustrate general principles of government operation.  This course satisfies the Social Sciences General Education requirement.
Lectures often cannot treat important topics in as much depth as I would prefer.  Detailed attention to these issues will be provided in your discussion section, which is led by your teaching assistant.  Given the size of the class, I will not be able to routinely answer questions during lecture.  Therefore, you should use your discussion section to clarify any questions that arise in the lecture.  In addition, your discussion section will be used to address more specialized topics based on your reading assignments.  You will receive a separate Discussion Section Syllabus from your TA for those readings in your discussion section.

The lecture website is: http://www.uiowa.edu/~c030115/introap.html.  It is NOT part of ICON.  It has a copy of this syllabus, an outline of the lecture notes as they appear in lecture, TA information, exam results, and other information.  Your TA will have an ICON web page within information about your discussion section.
TEXTBOOKS:


The textbooks for this course consist of a core textbook and an edited book of readings.  The books are available only as a bundle and only at the IMU Bookstore.  

Squire, Lindsay, Covington and Smith. Dynamics of Democracy (sixth edition)
ISBN: 1424080428

Cigler and Loomis. American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings (seventh edition)

ISBN: 978-0618-90289-0
Dynamics of Democracy is the core text for the lecture component of course.  American Politics: Classic and Contemporary Readings is the core text for the discussion section component of the course.  Assigned readings from this book will be located in your Discussion Section Syllabus.


I am a co-author of Dynamics of Democracy.  All royalties that I normally receive from the sale of the textbook at the University of Iowa will be placed into an account at the University of Iowa Foundation, used to improve instruction in political science.
GRADING POLICY:


This class uses plus/minus grading.  Your grade is based on the lecture and discussion components of the class.  These two parts total 300 points.  The lecture component of your grade consists of three exams over material covered in lectures and Dynamics of Democracy.  These exams are not cumulative and will consist of objective, multiple-choice questions.  The midterms take place during regular class time.

First midterm                                 50 points

September 24th (date is approximate)

Second midterm                            50 points

October 22nd (date is approximate)

Final examination                        100 points

December 15 (Tuesday) at 2:15 p.m.

Lecture Subtotal                          200 points

all exams take place in MacBride Auditorium

The discussion component of your grade is based on your performance in your discussion section.  This grade is worth 100 points.  The allocation of points for this part of your grade includes (but is not necessarily limited to) attendance, participation, quizzes, and essay writing assignments.  It is described in detail in the discussion section syllabus provided by your TA.

If you need to reschedule an examination, you must produce a substantial reason for doing so, for example, a doctor’s excuse signed by the doctor (NOT simply a form from the Student Health Office) if you were ill, or an instructor’s note if you had a conflicting academic responsibility.  NOTE: airline reservations are NOT a sufficient excuse for rescheduling an exam.

Attendance is not required for the lecture component of your grade.  Your lecture subtotal depends solely on your performance on the two midterms and final exam.  Therefore, if you decide to come to lectures, please plan to arrive on time and remain for the entire period.  If you cannot stay for the full 50 minutes, please notify Professor Covington or your TA before the class starts.  In addition, I expect all students to behave in a manner that does not distract me or your fellow students in the class.  Distractions include things like loud conversations, reading a newspaper during class, and leaving early.  If you come to class, please pay attention and allow others to do the same.  

Each student is responsible for all announcements made and material covered in the lectures, discussion sections and on the course website, and for all material assigned for reading in both texts.  Suspected cases of cheating or plagiarism will be handled according to procedures described on the last page of this syllabus. 

ORAL COMPETENCE:


Student concerns about the oral communication competence of the professor or a teaching assistant should follow guidelines as described on the last page of this syllabus

ARRANGEMENTS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:


I would like to hear from anyone in the class who has a disability that may require some modification of the seating, testing or other class requirements.  I am confident we can work out whatever arrangements are needed.

Political Science Web Site Information

Please visit the Political Science Department's Website at http://www/uiowa.edu~polsci/.  It is frequently updated regarding new events and procedures in our department, changes in the Schedule of Courses, plus TA and faculty hours when available.  You may also find current information on pre-advising, and registration.  Our Vernon Van Dyke Computing Facility (Political Science ITC) is located in Room 21 Schaeffer Hall.  Available hours are listed at our website and also posted outside Room 21 SH.

COURSE TIMETABLE: Topics, Readings, and Examinations

August 25:  Overview of the course

August 27: A Political Perspective on American Politics



Squire et al, Chapter 1.


September 1-3: Constitutional Origins: Political and Philosophical Foundations




Squire et al Chapter 2.


September 8-10: The Individual in Politics: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights




Squire et al Chapters 4 and 5


September 15-17: The Individual in Politics: Beliefs and Socialization




Squire et al Chapter 6.


FIRST MIDTERM EXAM – in MacBride Auditorium – September 24th (date is approximate) 


September 22 & 29: The Individual in Politics: Forms and Rates of Participation




Squire et al Chapter 7.


October 1 & 6: Political Interest Groups: Organizing and Mobilizing on Issues




Squire et al Chapter 10.


October 8 & 13: Political Parties: Organizing and Mobilizing across Issues




Squire et al Chapter 9.


October 15: The News Media




Squire et al Chapter 8.


SECOND MIDTERM EXAM – in MacBride Auditorium – October 22nd (date is approximate)


October 20, 27-29 & November 3-5: Congress: The Legislative Function




Squire et al Chapter 11.


November 10-12, & 17-19: The Presidency: The Executive Function




Squire et al Chapter 12.


November 24-26: No Class – Thanksgiving Recess

December 1-3: The Bureaucracy: The Administrative Function




Squire et al Chapter 13.


December 8-10: The Courts: The Adjudicative Function




Squire et al Chapter 14.


FINAL EXAMINATION – in MacBride Auditorium – Tuesday December 15th – 2:15 p.m.
