 Collecting Data

1. Field notes on School Context.  Describe the school context of your placement.  Use a pseudonym in all of  your notes for confidentiality reasons.  Grades covered?  Demographics?  Size?  Diversity?  What about the community/area it serves?  Rural?  Urban?  Suburban?  Economy?  What do students do upon graduating from this school?  What is the mission of the school?  What are sources of pride for this school?  What is the role of academics?  Athletics?  Music?  What dominates the conversation with faculty/students?  What features are prominent upon entering the building?  What is the overall atmosphere of the school?  Formal?  Informal?  Are administrators visible?  If so, how are they dressed?  What about the teachers?  What sense do you get as you walk down the halls?  How would you characterize the students?  What is important to them?  If you were to describe the school, what would you say?  How does the school look?  How does the school feel?

2. Field Notes on Classroom.  What are your impressions of the classroom?  What are the dominating features of the room itself?  What is on the walls?  What are the “rules” by which educational life in this classroom/school operates?  How is life lived in this classroom?  How would you describe the teaching environment?  What is the underlying philosophy that drives the work done here?  What about curriculum?  How does it inform the teaching that goes on here?

3. Selected transcript of a student interview.  Interview a student you choose for some particular reason.  It may be the student you chose to observe, or it may be a different one.  Either audiotape the interview or take close notes.  Use pseudonyms when talking about the student in all of your notes.  Prior to the interview, prepare a list of questions that you want to ask.  Questions should include ones that pertain to your inquiry project as well as ones that will give you insight as to how students view the school setting.

4. Selected Transcript of a teacher interview.  Interview your cooperating teacher, either audio taping it or taking close notes.  Use a pseudonym in all of your notes for confidentiality reasons.  Prior to the interview, prepare a list of questions that you want to ask the teacher.  Questions should include ones that pertain to your inquiry project as well as ones that are more general to the teaching of English/language arts.

5. Observation of student.  Take note of one student in particular and watch how he/she responds to a series of lessons over the course of a unit or an extended period of time.  Use a pseudonym in all of your notes for confidentiality reasons.  What do you notice about this student?  Why are you drawn to him/her?  How does he respond to the course requirements?  What do you think motivates him/her?  How would you characterize the students’ attitude towards English/language arts?  Towards this class in particular?  What are the particular challenges of teaching this student?  How do you think this student sees the classroom?  The school?  The world?    
6. Professional Articles. As part of your qualitative inquiry project, you will find five articles that are relevant and appropriate to your chosen topic.  You will read them, take notes and summarize the important points.  The information you take from these articles will be used to inform your qualitative inquiry project, so it is necessary that you find articles that provide you some background to better understand your inquiry focus.  Don’t just choose the first five you happen upon.  Before making a determination, read over the articles to make sure that they apply to what you want to know.
7. Classroom Notes.  Take notes of five different classroom lessons you observe throughout the course of your practicum experience.  Record everything you see, hear, feel, wonder about, think about … Jot down actual language from the teacher and students.  Include any off-hand comments from anyone in the classroom.  Record students’ responses.  Think about why some participate and some do not.  Note off-task behavior … foot shuffling, seat wiggling, note passing.  Recreate the classroom experience. Note the turns in conversation, as well as the amount of teacher talk vs. student talk.  Who is doing most of the talking and why?  What language is being used? As you look over the dialogue, what surprises you?  What stands out the most?  What about what isn’t said—the intangibles—the body mannerisms, the speech patterns, the tone.  How would you characterize the language? The purpose of the lesson?  The kind of learning that occurred? 

8. Collection of Artifacts.  Collect artifacts over the course of the semester that will inform your own career as an English/language arts teacher as well as your inquiry project.  This may include handouts, texts, quizzes, classroom policies, assignment sheets, student work, information sheets from the administration or district office, etc. 

