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 One-Pagers

Introduction to Teaching:  English/Speech

The teacher is a reflective practitioner who continually evaluates the effects of his/her choices and actions on others (students, parents, and other professionals in the learning community) and who actively seeks out opportunities to grow professionally.

--Standard 9, INTASC

Don't get it right, get it written.

--James Thurber

A promise:  Write and your world will explode with meaning.  Your writing will reveal your world with an unexpected clarity and understanding … Writing will weave diverse elements in your [teaching] life into a meaning you would not have predicted.  Writing will make you ask questions that you have never thought to ask before and you will write answers that will surprise you.  While writing you will feel and think more intensely than would have seemed possible before writing.  You will see significance in the ordinary, drama in what had seemed routine.  While writing, you will become more alert to your life than you have ever been before.  Writing will make you aware …

--Donald Murray
One of the main goals for practicum is for you to become aware of the teaching and learning experience in the school and classroom construct.  It is our hope to socialize you into the profession as reflective practitioners, teachers who are interested in your own development as learners, as well as colleagues who are willing and able to consider and evaluate the outcomes of schooling with the intent of experimenting with, reflecting on, and revising your practice.

The one-pagers provides you a place to develop your awareness of the teaching and learning world in which you are immersed.  It will help you make meaning about your own learning experience and assist you in better understanding your own evolution as a new teacher. While the content of this writing should show evidence of your growth in self-assessment and problem-solving strategies, the approach and focus you take is fairly open to your own interpretation.  You may, as Murray suggests, "ask questions that you have never thought to ask before" or "write answers that will surprise you."  You may choose to focus on one particular student or teaching incident you have encountered, and then broaden the discussion by attempting to draw some conclusions on a wider realm (i.e. What did I learn from this particular student or teaching situation?). You may want to focus on a particular aspect of teaching, (i.e. assessment, planning, classroom management, curriculum) and explain how your beliefs on this matter have evolved as a result of practicum experience.  Or, you may want to focus on your learning experience and discuss what you have learned about your own teaching style and inclinations.  These are suggestions, not requirements, and we encourage you to write about the issues that are poignant and pertinent to you as you enter into the profession of teaching.

Keep in mind, the purpose of this assignment is for you to demonstrate the breadth and depth of your thinking, to present your inclination towards inquiry, reflection and learning as an ongoing process.  This assignment is not designed to assess your proficiency or competence in teaching skills, but rather to provide you some time and space to push yourself to really think hard and intensely about what you are experiencing as a practicum student.  

Minimum Length Requirement:  One page, 12 font Times or something similar, single spaced

A rubric for one-pagers is included on the back of this assignment sheet.

Rubric for One-Pagers

Excellent:  Writing goes beyond the minimum requirements to show an authentic and thoughtful response.  Examples from practicum are incorporated and explained, but the discussion goes deeper to explore larger issues of the language arts classroom and one’s own understanding of the teaching and learning process.  Writing honors the complexities of the topic chosen.  Due dates and minimum requirements are met.

Above Average:  Writing shows a curiosity about one’s practicum experience by including selected examples.  The topic is focused and clear to follow.  Some analysis is included, but it tends to focus more on personal response, generalizations and clear-cut conclusions.  Due dates and minimum requirements are met.

Average: Content focuses on retelling an experience or situation from Practicum; may include a personal response but does not elaborate or go into much depth or detail.  Due dates and minimum requirements are met.

