Qualitative Inquiry Project

 “ … reflective thinking … the better way of thinking … the kind of thinking that consists in turning a subject over in the mind and giving it serious and consecutive consideration …

” –John Dewey

“Teaching is like detective work … a puzzle to be solved … and teachers must employ their curiosity to inquire about solutions …”

--Donald Schon

All teachers need to be educational critics, so they can continually investigate teaching and learning in their own classrooms and elsewhere …

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist you in better understanding and appreciating the complexities of classroom life.  To achieve this end, a qualitative inquiry project is required that asks you to choose a classroom issue that intrigues you and spend the next 6-8 weeks exploring its many dimensions.  This is an ongoing semester project that will require a number of smaller tasks.  In approaching it, you will identify a question you have about teaching English/language arts, research and study it within the context of your practicum site, consider related readings and then draw some conclusions as to what you have learned.  This assignment will ask you to be an educational researcher, an educational critic and a reflective practitioner.  The goal is for you to develop a sense of inquiry and begin to see yourself as a teacher who knows how to systematically investigate a problem that will inform your classroom responsibilities.

1. As you begin your practicum experience, begin to identify a question you wish to pursue.  This, in part, will be determined by your assigned placement, but think about what you want to know about teaching reading, writing and language to students.  You may want to ask, for example, the following:

· How does the teaching of grammar fit within the teaching of writing?

· What happens in a low-ability tracked class that is reading Julius Caesar? 

· How do Honors students respond to literature circles?

· How is drama incorporated into a regular 9th grade English class?

· How is a textbook used in the teaching of literature?

· What are the opportunities and challenges of teaching speech as an elective?

· How do students respond to Daily Oral Language?

You want your question to be open-ended enough so that you have room to explore, yet you want to be focused enough so that you are not studying everything and the kitchen sink.

2. Read some journal articles related to your question.  Before drawing conclusions about your topic, it is necessary for you to find out what has already been written about it.  There are a number of professional journals published for the practicing English/language arts teacher (i.e. English Journal, Voices from the Middle, Journal of Adolescent and Young Adult Literacy, The Reading Teacher) Read five articles that relate to your topic, summarize their stance (include bibliographical information) and consider them in relationship to the other research you are doing on your topic.
3. Keep a field/practicum notebook.  This notebook will document and track your entire practicum experience as well as your inquiry project.  At first, it will serve as a holding tank for your “data”’—field notes, logs and artifacts that you collect.  As the semester progresses, you will return to your data and start interpreting and evaluating. You will start making notes about what you are making of your experience, how your data connects or disconnects, and what hunches you have about your inquiry project. 
4. Collect your data.  “Data” is a formal word for all the information you collect during your practicum experience.  This information will help you make sense of the topic you have chosen to explore.  Data will come in different forms, and in part, will be determined by the focus of your inquiry.  An additional handout will describe these pieces of data in more detail.  Below is a listing of the data that will be required of you to collect:
· Field notes on school context

· Field notes on classroom

· Observation of a Student

· Selected transcript of a teacher interview

· Selected transcript of a student interview

· Professional Articles

· Classroom Notes

· Collection of Artifacts (i.e. curriculum guide/handouts/classroom policies/assignment sheets/student work/tests/etc)

5. Consider your own self.  As you explore your topic, it is necessary to also appreciate the particular lens through which you view this educational situation.  How do your history, school experiences, ethnicity, gender and other positions affect how you look and how you see?  What are your biases and values when it comes to teaching and learning?  
6. Consider your data.  Begin to make some conclusions.  What did you learn?  What are the major themes that emerge from your project?   

7. Write up your project and present it in a poster session at the end of the semester.  More information will be provided on the write-up and presentation at a later date.

Finally, for confidentiality reasons, please use pseudonyms for names of individuals and educational sites.  

The purpose of this assignment is for you to identify a question you have about teaching English/language arts, research and study it within the context of your practicum site, read relative material, and then draw some conclusions The purpose of this assignment is not for you to find the “right” answer or to draw formidable conclusions; rather, the goal is for you to inquire and explore, to 

This is a project that will require a variety of steps and approaches.  And, it will in part be affected by your Practicum experience, as much of your inquiry will be done in your assigned school.  

This is a project that will require a variety of steps and approaches.  Not only will you be collecting data and artifacts from your field experience, but you 

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist you as an aspiring English/language arts teacher to better understand and appreciate the complexities of classroom life. To achieve this end, you are asked to conduct a qualitative inquiry project in which you will choose a classroom issue that intrigues you and spend the next 6-8 weeks exploring its many dimensions.  This assignment will ask you to be an educational researcher, an educational critic and wear many hats—to be a classroom researcher, observing, taking notes and collecting data and artifa

Requirements:

1.  

As you go out into your practicum experience, you will be observing and participating in a variety of educational situations.  Throughout these experiences, you will be making judgments about what you see,

students in this course are asked to conduct a qualitative inquiry project, a 

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist aspiring English/language arts teachers to better understand and appreciate the complexities of any education situation.

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist aspiring English/language arts teachers to better understand and appreciate the complexities of classroom life.  As Practicum students spend time in area schools in authentic educational situations, 

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist aspiring English/language arts teachers to better understand and appreciate the complexities of classroom life.  To As Practicum students spend time in area schools  use their curiosity to better understand and appreciate the complexities of teaching

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist aspiring English/language arts teachers to better understand and appreciate the complexities of classroom life.  As you spend time in your field placement, we want you to 

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to assist pre-service English/language arts teachers in appreciating, interpreting and evaluating 

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to introduce pre-service English/language arts teacher to an inquiry-based approach to understanding and appreciating any educational situation.  

One of the main goals of 07S:114 is to 

One of the main components of 07S:114 is the completion of an independent qualitative inquiry project.  

In educational criticism a story is told, perhaps about a class and its teacher.  The class is vividly described so that readers can visualize the scene, the meanings of the actions within the classroom are explained, and the educational values of the events described and interpreted is discussed.  What has been learned through this process, then, illuminates commonalities with other classrooms, schools, teachers, books and buildings.  These themes, embedded in the particular situation, extend beyond the situation itself.

One of the main components of 07S:114 is the completion of an independent qualitative inquiry project.  The purpose of this assignment is to have you focus on a particular As you spend time at your placement site, you no doubt will observe and participate in a variety of teaching and learning situations, as well as participate in 

One of the main components of 07S:114 is the completion of an independent qualitative inquiry project.  The purpose of this assignment is to have you choose a particular education

One of main components of 07S:114 is the completion of an independent qualitative inquiry project. 

One of the main components of 07S:114 is the completion of an independent qualitative inquiry project.  You will identify an educational topic related to the teaching of English/language arts that you wish to pursue throughout the semester, something that intrigues you

One of the main goals of 07S:114 

One of the main components of 07S:114 is the completion of an independent qualitative inquiry project.  One of 
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