Final Teaching Project/Presentation

General Description: The focus of your work for this class has been to read, write about and discuss a wide variety of texts published for and about teenagers. The assigned supplementary reading, use of professional reviews, reference materials, online resources and completion of assignments has provided you with additional professional perspectives on the place of this literature in the English/language arts classroom. Your successful completion of this “Final Teaching Project/Presentation” will demonstrate your synthesis of this semester’s work by designing, creating and presenting your teaching ideas for a piece of literature of your choice. This demonstration includes the following components: 
1) Choose a piece of literature you have read this semester that you think is worthy of teaching in your English/language arts classroom. This “focus” text should be a novel or other text that you have rated a “5Q” on your “Reading Response” sheet. Reflect on the strengths and characteristics of that text that make it exceptional. Is there a particular literary element, or some combination of elements such as setting, mood/tone, point of view, voice, characterization, plot, conflict, climax, theme, special characteristics, or other aspects of the work that impressed you most? What ideas, themes, or subjects does the book provoke that make it worthy of close study and appreciation? How might the text best be taught to your intended audience? Think about how you might integrate supporting texts such as children’s picture books, a song, comic strip or cartoon, film, commercial, poem, quotation, newspaper/magazine article, short story, additional novels, nonfiction books, or other texts to supplement and extend your students’ learning.
In consultation with the instructor, choose a topic, subject, or theme that emanates from the text you have selected to study in greater depth. Complete the attached “Planning Page” and turn in to the instructor by November 16.
2) Studying and Understanding the Focus Text (2-3 pages): Explain why you chose the text and subject/theme/topic. What do you hope to teach from it? What is it about the text that is interesting, that merits study? How does it relate to and how might it be important to teens? Please cite significant passages, scenes, or example from the text that demonstrate some of the qualities or characteristics that led you to select it.
3) Teaching Context (2-3 pages): Explain how your chosen text might fit within a larger English/language arts instructional plan or curriculum. For example:

a) What is your goal for this unit? How does your chosen text help your students accomplish that goal?
b) List and explain each piece of supplementary text you have chosen. Briefly explain why you chose each one and how it fits with and supports the topic you wish to explore from your “focus” text. (For novels, please provide bibliographic citation; for short stories, poems and other short works, please include a copy when turning in your project.)

4) Teaching Ideas (3-5 pages): Describe at least three activities you would use to engage your students in teaching this text. These teaching ideas should include at least one Pre-teaching activity, one activity for use during the reading, and one post-reading activity (which could include an assessment, for example.) These activities should help students understand the text and interact with it so as to support your broader learning goals for the unit. For example, if you indicate that students will “discuss the text”, ask yourself:


What teaching strategies will you employ to foster discussion?


How are you going to get as many students involved as possible?


How will you assess if they are “getting it”?


What will students need from you to make sense of the text?


How can you help them appreciate and understand the text?

How can you assess their learning?

How can you provide variety to maintain interest and meet individual learning needs as well as varied learning styles?
How can you make your students accountable for the reading and ensure their comprehension of the text?

For each activity, include at least the following:


a) A description of the activity with sample questions/directions

b) An explanation of the purpose of each teaching idea, including what your students will gain by engaging in the activity.

5) Overview (1 page): Provide a handout that summarizes the main points of your project, including bibliographic information of at least the focal text and any other books cited. The purpose of this handout will be to provide your classmates with enough information about your lesson ideas so that they could adapt them for use in their own classrooms. Bring twenty-six copies to class or have the original to me NO LATER THAN Sunday, December 4 by 5pm if you would prefer the office to make copies. If sending electronically, send to: shoemaker.joel@iccsd.k12.ia.us.

6) Reflection (1 page): Think about what you wrote in your reading autobiography: what ideas, beliefs, and experiences about reading, literacy, and literature influenced your teaching plans for this unit? Consider how your personal reading experiences, both in your teen years and now, informed these projected teaching activities. Write about what you learned from the process of completing this project. What was difficult as you planned out these ideas? What was easy? What was enjoyable? What was painful? What did you learn about yourself as a planner? What questions do you still have?
7) Poster Presentation: On the last day of class, Wednesday, December 7, we will meet in Jones Commons (3rd floor of Lindquist) to have a class poster presentation session. I will provide poster boards, pins and easels; you will bring materials for your poster and a plan for how you will put it together. We will begin class with a fifteen-minute set-up time for the first round of thirteen poster presentations. Plan to speak for two to three minutes about your project while your classmates circulate and listen, picking up your one-page handouts. After a fifteen minute break for the other twelve students to set-up, we’ll do the same for a second round of projects. Presentations will be assessed on the quality of content, your overall preparedness, knowledge and professionalism.
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