Supplementary Reading

Books about YA Literature that are Too Good to Miss

Cart, Michael. FROM ROMANCE TO REALISM: 50 YEARS OF GROWTH AND CHANGE IN YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE. New York, HarperCollins, 1996.
A life-long reader and bibliophile, Booklist columnist, reviewer, YALSA and ALAN activist, this book is his excellent critique of the history of the YA milieu.

Carter, Betty. Best Books for Young Adults. Chicago: American Library Association, 2000.

Background on the Award list and how it has changed over time to address changing needs and trends in publishing for teens.

Dresang, Eliza T. RADICAL CHANGE: BOOKS FOR YOUTH IN A DIGITAL AGE. H. W. Wilson, 1999.
Provocative examination of trends in children’s and YA publishing that suggest a “new literature” that seems to be emerging in response to the onslaught of digital media.
Herald, Diana Tixier. Teen Genreflecting. Libraries Unlimited, 1997.
Think you’ve already thought of all the genre’s teens read most? Think again!
Jones, Patrick, et. al. A Core Collection for Young Adults. New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2003.

A bit of an alternative to traditional “best” books, this one puts the focus on books teens in public libraries really read.

Reynolds, Tom K. Teen Reading Connections. New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers, 2005.

Another public librarian’s perspective on what teens read and how we can help them make critical connections in their lives.

Smith, Michael W. and Jeffrey D Wilhelm. “READING DON’T FIX NO CHEVYS”: LITERACY IN THE LIVES OF YOUNG MEN. Heinemann, 2002.
“Building their findings on their understanding of the powerful and engaging experiences boys had outside of school, Smith and Wilhelm discuss why boys embrace or reject certain ways of being literate, how boys read and engage with different kinds of texts, and what qualities of texts appeal to boys. Throughout, the authors highlight the importance of choice, the boys' need to be shown how to read, the cost of the traditional teaching of difficult canonical texts, and the crucial place of meaningful social activity.”
