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The purpose of this course is to provide you with the opportunity to read and learn about the teaching of literature to adolescents in middle and high schools. We will read, discuss and write about a wide range of literary texts, some of which will be assigned and others which you will choose from recommended lists or other sources., We will simultaneously study the teaching of literature, including the multiple ways students and teachers interact with the text within the context of various classroom settings. Oral presentations, small group work, written assignments, projects and tests will be used to evaluate your understanding and help you develop as both a student and teacher of literature.
For successful completion of this course, the following assignments must be uploaded to your e-portfolio:

1) Reading Autobiography: Standard H

2) Final Teaching Project: Standards A, D, G

Texts have been ordered at Iowa Book and Supply. In addition to these titles, you will be expected to read a substantial number of additional books of your own choosing. You may purchase these books or borrow them from libraries including the Curriculum Lab.
Alvarez, Julia. How The Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents.

Anderson, M.T. Feed.

Appleman, Deborah. Critical Encounters in High School English.

Donelson, Kenneth L. and Nilsen, Allen Pace. Literature for Today’s Young Adults.

Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light.

Green, John. Looking for Alaska.

Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.

Johnson, Angela. The First Part Last.

Jones and Newman. Our America
Kass, Pnina Moed. Real Time.

O’Connor, John. Word Playgrounds: Reading, Writing, & Performing Poetry in the English Classroom.

Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn.

Rosoff, Meg. How I Live Now.

Spiegelman, Art. Maus: A Survivor’s Tale.

Stratton, Allen. Chanda’s Secrets.

Course Requirements and Assignments:

Attendance and active participation at all class meetings. Because this class meets only once per week, any absence may lower your grade. If you must miss class, contact me in advance by phone (preferred) or e-mail. Making this contact does not excuse your absence but provides us with an opportunity to discuss how the missed work will be made up. Habitual tardiness will also lower your grade. (20% of grade)
Professionalism. Because this course is intended to prepare you for a career in teaching, professionalism is an important element of this course. This means you are expected to be a thoughtful, reflective colleague, listening to others, considering and respecting views that may be different from your own. Ask good, meaningful questions and share your thoughts, but avoid unduly dominating the conversation. Come to class prepared and be ready to contribute. You are expected to show a passion and appreciation for your chosen profession and be whole-hearted and curious in your own learning. We will discuss controversial topics that some may find personally offensive. Tolerance of differing viewpoints is expected. All class members will be treated with respect and equity. Put-downs or offensive comments will not be tolerated. (10% of grade)
Reading List. Weekly reading assignments will usually include 1) selections from the texts (Appleman, Donelson/Nilsen and O’Connor) 2) a YA novel for common reading and 3) additional books of your own choosing which may or may not be from a recommended list. Reading of articles from professional journals may also be assigned. 
A major focus of this course is your immersion in the genre of young adult literature. You will complete reading responses (using the format provided) for all books read and should consider forty titles to be the minimum acceptable number of titles to read during this course. These are to be titles that are new to you and ones which represent a wide variety of the adolescent lit genre. Do not rely on books you have already read for other English classes. As a secondary English/language arts teacher it is vital that you have broad knowledge about the books being written and published for your students. This assignment starts you on that journey. (25% of grade)

Reading Autobiography. You will write a brief autobiography of yourself as a reader of literature. This autobiography is NOT a chronological retelling of your experience with reading and books, but rather is an overview of the key events of your reading life that may illuminate how your beliefs and practices in reading and teaching literature have been shaped. Length 4-6 pages. An additional handout will be provided. (15% of grade)

Booktalks. You will present at least two “formal” booktalks to the class at times to be arranged. (10% of grade)
Final Teaching Project/Presentation. You will design, create and present your teaching ideas for a piece of literature of your choice. An additional handout will be provided. (20% of grade)
Please note: I would like to hear from any class member who has a disability that may require some modification of seating, testing, or other class requirements so that appropriate arrangements can be made. Please talk with me after class, during office hours or schedule an appointment.

It is my intent that students from diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well served in this course. Please see me if you have any concerns or questions.
Course Schedule (Subject to change based on needs and progress of the class)

Session #1 
Date: Aug 24
Focus Points: Intros and procedures. What’s a best book? Where Were You in ’62? What is YA literature? What is your role as a teacher of literature? Introduce Reading Autobiography assignment. Intro Fiction and Nonfiction Response forms
Common Readings


Novel: Stratton, Allan. Chanda’s Secrets.

Texts: Donelson through p46 and 405-410.

Articles: Teens in the news.
Suggested Reading: Other novels from pre-1960-ish: Asimov, Isaac. (I, Robot or Foundation.) Boylston, Helen Dore. “Sue Barton” books. Daly, Maureen. Seventeenth Summer. Farley, Walter. Tunis, John. Any choice from Donelson p47 or p57, 1940-1965.
Session # 2
Date: Aug 31
Focus Points: 4:45 Curriculum Lab tour. Discuss Chanda’s Secrets, suggested readings and articles. Collect Response forms.

Common Readings


Novel: Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn.

Texts: Donelson p47-110.

Articles: Abrahamson, Richard. “Collected Wisdom: The Best Articles Ever Written on Young Adult Literature and Teen Reading.” EJ 86 (March 1997): 50-54.
Suggested Reading: “Nancy Drew” or “Hardy Boys” originally published pre-1960. Donelson p27- year 1985. Peck, Richard. Don’t Look and It Won’t Hurt. Zindel, Paul. The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds.
Session # 3
Date: Sep 7
Focus Points: Introduce Problem Novels
Common Readings


Novel: Green, John. Looking For Alaska.

Texts: Donelson p111-142 and 411-414.

Articles: Reviews.

Suggested Reading: Blume, Judy. Forever. Davis, Terry. If Rock and Roll Were a Machine. Thomas, Rob. Rats Saw God. Strasser, Todd. Give a Boy a Gun or You Can’t Get There from Here.

Session # 4
Date: Sep 14
Focus Points: Adventure, Sports, Mysteries, the Supernatural
Common Readings

Novel: Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.

Texts: Donelson p173-198

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Brooks, Kevin. Martyn Pig. Crutcher, Chris. Deuker, Carl. Klass, David. Plum-Ucci, Carol. The Body of Christopher Creed or What Happened to LannieGarver? Westerfeld, Scott. So Yesterday. Weaver, Will. Striking Out.
Session # 5
Date: Sep 21
Focus Points: Poetry, Drama, Humor. Introduce small group project.
Common Readings


Novel: None

Texts: Donelson p143-172. O’Connor, John. Word Playgrounds: Reading, Writing, & Performing Poetry in the English Classroom.

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Selection of poetry books will be provided for in-class work. Anderson, Laurie Halse. Prom. Gantos, Jack. Any Joey Pigza title. Paulsen, Gary. Harris and Me. Peck, Richard. The Teacher’s Funeral. Pinkwater, Daniel. 
Session # 6
Date: Sep 28 (met at South East JH)
Assignments for next week:

Focus Points: Fantasy, Science Fiction, Utopias, and Dystopias
Common Readings

Novel: Anderson, M.T. Feed.

Texts: Donelson p199-224

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Card, Orson Scott. Ender’s Game or Ender’s Shadow. DuPrau, Jeanne. City of Ember or People of Sparks. Farmer, Nancy. House of the Scorpion. Price, Susan. The Sterkarm Handshake.
Session # 7
Date: Oct 5 
Booktalks begin.
Discuss author study. Reading Autobiogs. Responses from Poetry week.

Assignments for next week:

Focus Points: History and History Makers: Of People and Places
Common Readings

Novel: Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light.

Texts: Donelson p225-249

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Anderson, Laurie Halse. Fever 1793. Chambers, Aidan. Postcards from No Man’s Land. Hearn, Julie. The Minister’s Daughter. Hughes, Dean. Soldier Boys. Watson, Larry. Montana 1948.
Session # 8
Date: Oct 12
Assignments for next week:
Focus Points: Nonfiction: Information, Literary Nonfiction, Biographies, and Self-Help
Common Readings

Novel: Jones, LeAlan. Our America.

Texts: Donelson p251-284

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Carroll, Jim. The Basketball Diaries. Codell, Esmé Raji. Educating Esmé: Diary of a Teacher’s First Year. Carter, Betty and Richard Abrahamson. Nonfiction for Young Adults: From Delight to Wisdom. Duncan, Lois. Who Killed My Daughter? Gantos, Jack. Hole in My Life. Rodriguez, Luis J. Always Running.
Session # 9
Date: Oct 19
Assignments for next week:
Focus Points: Evaluating, Promoting, and Using Young Adult Books. Reluctant Readers.
Common Readings

Novel: Johnson, Angela. The First Part Last.

Texts: Donelson p285-327

Articles: Publisher’s Catalogs
Suggested Reading: TBA
Session #10
Date: Oct 26

Assignments for next week:
Focus Points: Literature in Other Forms and Formats
Common Readings

Novel: Kass, Pnina Moed. Real Time.

Texts: Donelson p328-359 and 435-6. Appleman p-tba

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Dresang, Eliza T. Radical Change: Books for Youth in a Digital Age. Hesse, Karen. Witness. Myers, Walter Dean. Monster. Sones, Sonya. One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies. Walter, Viginia. Making Up Megaboy.
Session #11
Date: Nov 2
Assignments for next week:
Focus Points: The Day They Came to Arrest the Book
Common Readings

Novel: Rosoff, Meg. How I Live Now.

Texts: Donelson p360-399

Articles: TBA
Suggested Reading: Crutcher, Chris. The Sledding Hill.
Session #12
Date: Nov 9

Assignments for next week:
Focus Points: Other Cultures, Places, People
Common Readings
Novel: Alvarez, Julia. How The Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents and Sanchez, Alex. Rainbow High.
Suggested Reading: Rochman, Hazel. Against Borders: Promoting Books for a Multiracial World. Especially the introductory chapters. Cart, Michael. My Father’s Scar. Kerr, M. E. Deliver Us from Evie. Levithan, David. Boy to Boy or Realm of Possibility. Peters, Julie Ann. Luna. Sanchez, Alex. Rainbow Boys or So Hard to Say. Weyr, Garret. My Heartbeat. Winnick, Judd. Pedro and Me: Friendship, Loss and What I Learned. Wittlinger, Ellen. Hard Love.
Session #13
Date: Nov  16

Assignments for next week:
Focus Points: Graphic Novels
Common Readings

Novel: Spiegelman, Art. Maus: A Survivor’s Tale.
Suggested Reading: At least two Manga/Kanga titles (Resource list will be provided.)
Thanksgiving Break—No class, but you can still read!
Session #14
Date: Nov  30
Booktalks. Discuss Graphic novels and other books as needed. 

Assignments for next week:
Complete final teaching project.
Session #15
Date: Dec 7
Focus Points: Final Teaching Projects
What will you read next?
Dec 12-16 Finals Week
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