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MLA Style in a Nutshell
This handout is meant to provide a brief overview of paper format, references and citation in MLA style, without “murder[ing] to dissect” (Wordsworth 28), so to speak.  First, the paper should be double-spaced throughout, in 12-point font, with one-inch margins on all four sides.  The heading and your essay title should appear in the upper right-hand corner, though as the MLA Handbook states, “Some teachers, however, prefer that no number appear on the first page” (106).


Second, the paper should use correct references and citation, throughout, so that your readers can find information in the sources used and so as not to distract from the paper’s ideas.  References such as the one at the end of the first paragraph (above) should refer clearly to page numbers in a source included in the Works Cited, which is always a separate page at the end of the paper.  When quoting poetry (as in the opening sentence of this handout), the number or numbers in the reference refer to line numbers in the poem.  The author’s name is included only when it is necessary to indicate which source from the Works Cited is being referenced.  If the paper makes use of multiple sources by the same author, a short title and page/line number (e.g., “Tables” 28) is used in the reference if need be to clarify which source is being referred to.


In the Works Cited of this handout, you will find samples of the citations for books poems, and articles in books or journals; note the alphabetization, punctuation, and use of indentation.  In general, for a journal article, one should provide the author’s name, article title (in quotation marks), journal title (italicized), volume number, year (in parentheses), followed by a colon and the page numbers.  For an entire book, one includes the author’s name, title (italicized), place of publication, followed by a colon, the publisher, and the year of publication.  When present, other publication information should be included in the following order:


1.
Author’s name


2.
Title of a part of the book


3.
Title of the book


4.
Name of the editor, translator, or compiler


5.
Edition used


6.
Number(s) of the volumes(s) used


7.
Name of the series


8.
Place of publication, name of the publisher, and date of publication


9.
Page numbers


10.
Supplementary bibliographic information and annotation (Gibali 122).

As you can see from the preceding lengthy (i.e., four or more lines) quotation, block quotes are to be double-spaced and indented one inch from the left-hand margin, without quotation marks, and with the parenthetical reference outside the final punctuation.

And, finally, for poems, short stories, and individual plays — texts that are part of larger works — you should identify them by quotations marks.  For novels, poetry collections, and other books, you should identify them by italics or underlining (whichever you prefer, but not both).  For example, if you type Sandra Cisneros’ “The House on Mango Street,” you are referring to the vignette.  If you write Sandra Cisernos’ The House on Mango Street, you are referring to the collection of stories. 
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For other questions:
Visit http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
