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CLS09 News Links

(20090114; 090119; 090124; 090126; 090217; 090223; 090304; 090310; 090331)

John Markoff, "Vast Spy System Loots Computers in 103 Countries," New York Times, March 29, 2009
EFF, “Surveillance Self Defense” (“The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) has created this Surveillance Self-Defense site to educate the American public about the law and technology of government surveillance in the United States, providing the information and tools necessary to evaluate the threat of surveillance and take appropriate steps to defend against it.”) – With thanks to Collin for the suggestion. https://ssd.eff.org/
Did you Know? 3.0 (2008) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jpEnFwiqdx8&feature=related
Jeff Jarvis, What Would Google Do? (video) http://www.amazon.com/What-Would-Google-Do-V-Book/dp/B001R5H2X0/ref=amb_link_83635331_2?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=hero-quick-promo&pf_rd_r=0EHXS0NSCTM4FHBYY8TH&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_p=469572131&pf_rd_i=0061709719
TECHNOLOGY   | March 04, 2009 
Amazon to Sell E-Books for Apple Devices 
By BRAD STONE 
Owners of iPod and iPhone Touch can download free software that will provide access to the 240,000 e-books on Amazon.com.
TECHNOLOGY   | March 03, 2009 
Another Black Eye for Openness: Hulu Stops MyMediaPlayer 
By JOSE FERMOSO, GigaOm 
Hulu opened itself up to criticism this week by disabling video playback for MyMediaPlayer, the open-source, easy-to-use desktop
US   | March 03, 2009 
Sidebar:  Supreme Court Enters the YouTube Era 
By ADAM LIPTAK 
The advent of video links as evidence has the potential to unsettle the way judges do their work.
BOOKS   | March 04, 2009 
A Google Search of a Distinctly Retro Kind 
By NOAM COHEN 
Google is spending $7 million on a global print campaign to alert writers around the world that it intends to digitize every book ever written.
TECHNOLOGY / COMPANIES   | February 25, 2009 
Google Joins Europe Case Against Microsoft 
By MIGUEL HELFT 
The case, initiated by the European Union, accuses Microsoft of illegally tying Internet Explorer to Windows to stifle competition.
TECHNOLOGY / INTERNET   | February 23, 2009 
Exploring a 'Deep Web' That Google Can't Grasp 
By ALEX WRIGHT 
Search engines are starting to penetrate databases that are set up to respond to typed queries.
Fox News, “Who’s Watching Us Now?” (video; cameras in billboards) 
http://cosmos.bcst.yahoo.com/up/player/popup/index.php?cl=12226461
Paper Cut: Missouri College Embraces E-Textbooks

by Sylvia Maria Gross

Morning Edition, February 23, 2009 · The college textbook is on track to becoming a relic of the paper-and-ink era. On campuses around the country, professors and students are selecting digital versions of books that can be read off of a computer screen. . . . One college in rural Missouri is the first trying to go entirely book-free. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=99961163
TECHNOLOGY / INTERNET   | February 19, 2009 
Facebook Withdraws Changes in Data Use 
By BRAD STONE and BRIAN STELTER 
After a wave of protests, Facebook said it would withdraw changes to its terms of service concerning the data supplied by users.
TECHNOLOGY / INTERNET   | February 17, 2009 
Facebook's Users Ask Who Owns Information 
By BRIAN STELTER 
A change in the site's terms of service raised suspicions that subscribers no longer control personal material.
TECHNOLOGY   | February 16, 2009 
Link by Link:  As Data Collecting Grows, Privacy Erodes 
By NOAM COHEN 
As illustrated in Alex Rodriguez's positive steroid test result, personal information that seems anonymous is often traceable, and potentially life-changing.

TECHNOLOGY   | February 17, 2009 
Social Media Saves Lives: Salmonella Outbreak Pushes HHS, FDA, CDC to Get Social 
By RICK TUROCZY, ReadWriteWeb 
Following the recent peanut-butter-borne Salmonella outbreak, the United States Department of Health and Human Services - specifically the Food and Drug Administration and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - engaged in a heavy social media push to inform citizens about the health risks and product recalls. 
TECHNOLOGY   | February 17, 2009 
Top 8 Web 2.0 Security Threats 
By SARAH PEREZ, ReadWriteWeb 

February 17, 2009, 8:00 am 
Offerpal Media Raises $15 Million to Peddle In-Game Ads
By Jenna Wortham
For most casual gamers on social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace and Bebo, tricking out their avatars is almost more fun than playing the game. 

One way to build an impressive inventory of virtual goods is by earning them through hours of game play. Another way is to take a quick survey or sign up for a service like Blockbuster or Netflix to earn virtual, in-game currency. Some games even allow players to spend real cash to buy game goods.

Offerpal Media is one of the companies providing those in-game offers and surveys to help third-party developers monetize their games. 

50% of Charges Against Pirate Bay Dropped
Written by enigmax on February 17, 2009  

There has been high drama on the second day of the Pirate Bay trial. Due to serious shortcomings in the prosecution evidence, around 50% of the charges in the case are going to have to be withdrawn. The defense describes it as a ’sensation’, seeing half of the charges being dropped on the second day.
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The Pirate Bay



What has been shown in court today is that the prosecutor cannot prove that the .torrent files he is using as evidence actually used The Pirate Bay’s tracker. 
SPORTS   | February 02, 2009 
Twitter Chatter During the Super Bowl 
Matthew Bloch and Shan Carter/The New York Times 
A map of the terms used most frequently by Twitter users around the nation as the Steelers took on the Cardinals in the Super Bowl.
TECHNOLOGY / INTERNET   | January 26, 2009 
Slicing Decades of Video for New Life on the Web 
By BRIAN STELTER 
Video clips of TV shows and behind-the-scenes outtakes are omnipresent online - but how do they get there?
TECHNOLOGY   | January 26, 2009 
Technology Gets a Piece of Stimulus 
By STEVE LOHR 
President Obama's economic recovery plan pours money into old-fashioned public works projects like roads and bridges, but it also has some ambitious 21st century twists.

U.S. / POLITICS   | January 26, 2009 
Melding Obama's Web to a YouTube Presidency 
By JIM RUTENBERG and ADAM NAGOURNEY 
President Obama is trying to bypass the mainstream news media and take messages straight to the public.
Free, Understandable, Data to Drive Public Policy -- 
http://www.ted.com/index.php/talks/hans_rosling_shows_the_best_stats_you_ve_ever_seen.html
TECHNOLOGY   | January 26, 2009 
$200 Laptops Break a Business Model 
By BRAD STONE and ASHLEE VANCE 
As consumers are finding ways to buy computers at a lower cost, high-margin businesses are hurting.
Copps Named Acting FCC Chairman
President Barack Obama has designated Democrat Michael Copps as acting chairman of the Federal Communications Commission. The move likely puts... Fri Jan 23 15:58
TVWeek E-Daily
"Facebook & MySpace Strategies to Boost Your Alumni & Development Efforts"

Wednesday, February 4, 2009 1:00 - 2:00 PM (ET) http://www.HigherEdHero.com/71/0/2/p26UVKc/p1QDD9DDi/p0e
The success of Social Networking websites, like Facebook and MySpace, presents a considerable opportunity for colleges and universities to amp up their fundraising efforts.  How can you effectively employ them in your alumni relations, annual giving, and development efforts?  Join us for a 60-minute audio conference

Law360/Technology Law http://technology.law360.com/ 

http://www.dilbert.com/strips/comic/2009-01-24/
TECHNOLOGY / INTERNET   | January 23, 2009 
Worm Infects Millions of Computers Worldwide 
By JOHN MARKOFF 
The infection seems to be the first step of a multistage attack, but experts do not know the form it will take.
INTERNATIONAL / ASIA PACIFIC   | January 22, 2009 
China Censors Part of Obama Speech 
By EDWARD WONG and JONATHAN ANSFIELD 
China Central Television broadcast the inauguration speech live until the moment President Obama mentioned "communism."
TECHNOLOGY   | January 21, 2009 
FCC questions Comcast's VoIP management protocols 
By BRAD REED, Network World , IDG 
Comcast is about to get another network neutrality-related headache.

Facebook and Twitter Are Reshaping Journalism As We Know It

By Rory O'Connor, RoryOConnor.org. Posted January 20, 2009.
Alternet/Media & Technology, http://www.alternet.org/mediaculture/121211/
In Hawaii, the doctor is always in _ online

Jan 15, 2009 7:48 AM (9 days ago) By JAYMES SONG, AP 

Patients with a sore throat, high fever or mystery rash in Hawaii will now be able to bypass the waiting room and find a physician's care just a click away.

Doctors here plan to start making online house calls Thursday in the nation's first large-scale program of its kind that some believe could be a groundbreaking step in health care.

http://www.examiner.com/a-1795909~In_Hawaii__the_doctor_is_always_in___online.html
And Note: 

Launched in April 2008, Examiner.com serves 60 major markets across the country and is quickly becoming the premier online brand for local information and events. We are a division of the Clarity Media Group, owned by the Anschutz Company, one of the largest media companies in the country.

Our content is contributed by passionate, informed people known as Examiners. Examiners are people in your community with a common desire to share their knowledge and expertise with others. Examiners are college students, civil servants, retirees, doctors, musicians, magazine editors and stay-at-home parents. 

http://www.examiner.com/
Local police using Facebook more in investigations

Regina Zilbermints - The Daily Iowan
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When Alyssa Strittmater went missing last week, Iowa City police tried every traditional option available to them. However, something less traditional - a Facebook message - closed the case, authorities said.

http://media.www.dailyiowan.com/media/storage/paper599/news/2009/01/22/Metro/Local.Police.Using.Facebook.More.In.Investigations-3593394.shtml?reffeature=htmlemailedition
January 20, 2009 4:03 PM

Video: Online Video and Its Effect on TV 

Daisy Whitney's New Media Minute

Does online video viewing help or hurt old-fashioned TV? Recent research from Starz and One Touch Intelligence suggest the Web is less of a threat than previously thought. But the New Media Minute asks if that’s a smart assumption to make. This edition also covers a new effort by NBC to hire local video bloggers to produce online reports for its owned stations, a move that could help attract a younger demographic. For all the details, check out this week’s episode.

[This site contains – what else? – an embedded Daisy Whitney 2-minute video:

http://www.tvweek.com/news/2009/01/video_online_video_and_its_eff.php
The White House   http://www.whitehouse.gov/
U.S. / POLITICS   | January 21, 2009 
Online Video of Inauguration Sets Records 
By ASHLEE VANCE 
Overwhelming demand for live Internet video feeds of the inauguration ceremony caused some providers to experience network problems.
Open Courseware Consortium 

http://ocwconsortium.org/
TECHNOLOGY   | January 20, 2009 
Atheros Communications chief Craig Barratt foresees Wi-Fi spreading like wildfire 
By DEAN TAKAHASHI, VentureBeat 
As chief executive of Atheros Communications, Craig Barratt has battled big rivals in the market for Wi-Fi wireless networking c 

Barratt’s chips are making their way into almost every kind of consumer electronics good, including digital cameras with Eye-Fi cards that upload pictures and videos to the web. Wi-Fi is also built into the Nintendo DS and its upcoming successor Nintendo DSi handheld game player.
INTERNATIONAL / EUROPE   | January 20, 2009 
On Facebook, Sicilian Mafia Is a Hot Topic 
By RACHEL DONADIO 
Authorities are investigating groups devoted to Mafiosi.
HEALTH   | January 20, 2009 
After Hookups, E-Cards That Warn, 'Get Checked' 
By DAVID TULLER 
Public health officials are exploring ways to harness the Internet to prevent the spread of sexually transmitted diseases by alerting people exposed to them.
Office of the President-Elect, Change.gov, Agenda Technology

http://change.gov/agenda/technology_agenda/
TECHNOLOGY   | January 19, 2009 
Indonesian islands to be linked by submarine cable 
By MARTYN WILLIAMS, IDG News Service\Tokyo Bureau , IDG 
A handful of Indonesia's best-known islands are to get a high-bandwidth path onto the world telecommunications network thanks to
January 19, 2009, 8:37 am 

The Inauguration Will Be Televised–and Tweeted and Flickr’d

By Jenna Wortham
Barack Obama’s inauguration will be televised. It will also be tweeted, live-streamed and simulated in virtual worlds. 

http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/01/19/the-inauguration-will-be-televised-and-twittered-streamed-flickrd/
BUSINESS / WORLD BUSINESS   | January 19, 2009 
Music Industry Imitates Digital Pirates to Turn a Profit 
By ERIC PFANNER 
Online and mobile services offering listeners unlimited "free" access to millions of songs are set to proliferate in the coming months, according to music industry executives.
TECHNOLOGY   | January 19, 2009 
Inauguration Crowd Will Test Cellphone Networks 
By MATT RICHTEL 
The cellphone industry has a plea for the throngs descending on the nation's capital for the presidential inauguration: go easy on the mobile communications.
TECHNOLOGY / COMPANIES   | January 17, 2009 
Microsoft Ordered to Delete Browser 
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The European Union ordered Microsoft to untie its browser from its operating system, enabling rival browser makers to compete fairly.
TECHNOLOGY   | January 17, 2009 
Digital TV Delay Runs Into Protest 
By BRIAN STELTER 
Some lawmakers have argued that a delay would only exacerbate the confusion about the transition to digital TV.

TECHNOLOGY   | January 16, 2009 
Obama in 3D: Photosynth to Crowdsource Synth of the 44th Presidential Inauguration 
By RICK TUROCZY, ReadWriteWeb 
Next Tuesday, the eyes of t
From AlterNet (see “Online Resources” for link):

 SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 2.0: HARNESSING THE POWER OF THE WEB FOR CHANGE
By Brendan Smith, Tim Costello, Jeremy Brecher, The Nation
Social networking tools can help people reach across
national and workplace borders, outflank bosses and
politicians and wield collective power. 
http://www.alternet.org/mediaculture/120406/

SMART BOMBS AND WAR PORN HIT YOUTUBE
By Alexandra Samur, The Tyee
Israel using Net to highlight 'humane action and operational
successes.'
http://www.alternet.org/mediaculture/119656/

IS SOMEONE IN CHINA READING YOUR E-MAILS?
By Maura Moynihan, AlterNet
China has a vast intelligence-gathering operation of Chinese
citizens recruited to spy on and hack into U.S. computers.
http://www.alternet.org/mediaculture/119064/
January 15, 2009, 6:51 pm 

‘Whopper Sacrifice’ De-Friended on Facebook

By Jenna Wortham
So much for sacrificing your Facebook friends for a free hamburger. 

Burger King has shut off the grill on Whopper Sacrifice, a popular Facebook application that offered users a coupon for a free Burger King sandwich if they dumped 10 of their Facebook friends.

http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/01/15/whopper-sacrifice-de-friended-on-facebook/
From New York Times Technology:
TECHNOLOGY   | January 15, 2009 
Al Jazeera Embraces Creative Commons for Gaza Footage 
By JANKO ROETTGERS, GigaOm 
Al Jazeera has started to share some of its footage of the military conflict in Gaza under a liberal Creative Commons license th

TECHNOLOGY   | January 15, 2009 
Court orders White House to preserve e-mail 
By GRANT GROSS, IDG News Service\Washington Bureau , IDG 
A U.S. judge has ordered employees of President George Bush in the White House to search for and preserve e-mail messages on the

TECHNOLOGY   | January 15, 2009 
Wikipedia Celebrates 8th Birthday With New Tech for the Future 
By MARSHALL KIRKPATRICK, ReadWriteWeb 
Few websites have made a bigger impact on the world th

TECHNOLOGY   | January 15, 2009 
Hey Companies, Where Are Your iPhone Apps? 
By SARAH PEREZ, ReadWriteWeb 
A funny thing happened on the way to the airport. I searched through

TECHNOLOGY / INTERNET   | January 14, 2009 
Report Calls Online Threats to Children Overblown 
By BRAD STONE 
A high-profile task force concluded that the sexual solicitation of children online is not a significant problem.

January 13, 2009, 5:45 pm 

Court to Amazon: Keep Collecting Sales Tax

By Saul Hansell
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If you live in New York and shop at Amazon.com or other online stores, you are going to have to keep paying sales tax on what you buy. Amazon, the country’s largest online retailer, started collecting sales tax on shipments into New York last summer to comply with a state law. But it also sued the state, 

http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/01/13/court-to-amazon-keep-collecting-sales-tax-to-new-yorkers/
“Social Media.” See excellent Wikipedia article at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media.

For a how-to-do-it article see Marshall Kirkpatrick, “How to Build a Social Media Cheat Sheet for Any Topic,” ReadWriteWeb, January 10, 2009, http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/how_to_build_a_social_media_cheat_sheet.php
And for a firm in the business, see:
	                                 "Selling stuff" comes second with social media
"The quickest way to fail at 'social media marketing' is to use social media as a way to beam marketing messages at your customers with the goal of these efforts being to sell more stuff," Mac Collier says. The real success in social media marketing, Collier argues, comes when "selling stuff" comes secondary to watching how your customers are using new tools and using them the same way to create value for them. The Viral Garden (1/8) 




 

	


	Social Media and Public Affairs? Yes. Welcome to 2009. The experts here at Amplify Public Affairs can help you create the social media presence you need. Start today and download our blogging best practices. 
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SmartBrief.com
[090115] South Carolina is currently debating a bill which would make the use of profanity (either online or offline, but the legislative history seems to indicate they're more concerned with online) a criminal offense:

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess118_2009-2010/bills/56.htm
What was that old line about "at no time is freedom of speech more important than when a man hits his thumb with a hammer"?

TECHNOLOGY / PERSONAL TECH   | January 12, 2009 
To Connect to the Internet, Just Turn on Your TV 
By SAUL HANSELL 
At the Consumer Electronics Show, executives said companies' products will become much more interactive.
http://journalism.nyu.edu/pubzone/weblogs/pressthink/2009/01/12/atomization.html
An excellent article on the future of journalism by a professor of journalism at NYU.  I think he's got it dead on, myself.

| January 12, 2009 
YouTube Teams With Congress to Show Lawmakers at Work 
By MIGUEL HELFT 
The site wants a hub for all members of Congress to reach out to their constituents.

January 12, 2009 
The High Security Risk Attached to Obama's Belt 
By BRAD STONE 
Security experts and lawyers can come up with plenty of reasons for Barack Obama to surrender his beloved BlackBerry.

December 27, 2008 
The Evidence Gap:  Health Care That Puts a Computer on the Team 
By STEVE LOHR 
There is broad agreement that moving patient records into the computer age is essential to improving care and curbing costs.

Imagine that you're on a crypto-heavy mailing list.  Unbeknownst to you, someone else on the list is involved with kiddie porn and gets arrested.

Desperate to get a good plea bargain, he starts rolling on all of the people in his ring, and he even makes up a few just to make things look good.  Including you.

The district attorney has you arrested.  Your machine is seized.  You and your lawyer have a sit-down with the DA.  The DA says "look, you say you're innocent, fine.  But you've got twenty gigs of encrypted data here.  Now, you can either decrypt it and show me that there's nothing illegal on there, or I can go down to the grand jury and get subpoenas on your hard drive, your property, your financial records, your /everything/, and we'll go all the way with anything we find."

You've got some legal skeletons in your closet.  In our increasingly litigious culture, it's very easy for a DA to bring felony charges against essentially _anyone_.  Remember, it's now a violation of the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act just to violate a website's term of service.  You very, very, very much want the DA to start looking at other people and leave you alone.  So you open up your TrueCrypt volumes and let the DA look through your business records, your personal correspondence, etc., all to prove that you're not involved with kiddie porn.

The DA isn't satisfied.  "Okay.  Show us the hidden container, please."

You explain there isn't a hidden container.

"Prove it."

You explain you can't.  That's what it means for the container to be hidden.  You can't prove it exists.  You can't prove it doesn't.

The DA shrugs.  "Well, the other guys in this kiddie porn ring stored their data in hidden volumes.  You're on several of the same mailing lists as the kiddie porn crew.  You use the same crypto software.  And you say there's no hidden volume?  Fine.  I think you're part of the ring.  Let's see what the jury says."

... Anyone who says "but the jury would find you not guilty" will be mocked.  Heavily.  By me and by a lot of other people.  Remember, a jury found Lori Drew guilty of violating federal law _just for violating a website's terms of service_.  When it comes to crimes that harm children, juries are often unpredictable.  You don't want to go in front of that jury.  You also don't want the DA to go on a fishing expedition in the rivers of your life.

Sometimes, being able to prove you're not hiding something is critically important.  TrueCrypt doesn't provide this.  This is why I do not use TrueCrypt, and only hesitantly recommend it to others.

TECHNOLOGY   | December 26, 2008 
Uproar in Australia Over Plan to Block Web Sites 
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A proposed Internet filter dubbed the "Great Aussie Firewall" is promising to make Australia one of the strictest Internet regulators among democratic countries.

December 25, 2008 
Verizon Wins $33 Million in Suit Over Domain Names 
By BLOOMBERG NEWS 
The company has been awarded $33.2 million in a lawsuit against an Internet services company that it claimed had registered hundreds of domain names with Verizon trademarks.

TECHNOLOGY   | December 24, 2008 
Bits: Separating Real From Fake on the Internet 
By Jenna Wortham 
An uproar last week about fake Class of 2013 groups on Facebook raises old questions about authenticity on the Internet.

BUSINESS   | November 17, 2008 
Mapping the World's Fastest Supercomputers 
Elaine He and Kevin Quealy / The New York Times 
While the U.S. has the world's fastest supercomputers, it faces increased pressure from countries like India and China.

Republican IT Guru Dies In Plane Crash

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/12/23/national/main4684431.shtml?tag=topHome;topStories
N.Y. / REGION   | December 18, 2008 
City Room: The 'Amazon Tax' and the 'iTunes Tax,' Compared 
By Sewell Chan 
Gov. David A. Paterson wants to impose a 4 percent sales tax on online downloads of music, ring tones, games, movies and other media, as well as pay-per-view movies sold by cable-television providers.

December 18, 2008 
Yahoo Limits Retention of Search Data 
By MIGUEL HELFT 
Yahoo said it would limit to 90 days the time it holds personal information related to searches to address privacy concerns.

/   | December 19, 2008 
Music Industry Drops Effort to Sue Song Swappers 
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
The Recording Industry Association of America says it will try to stop alleged music pirates by working with Internet service providers to cut access to frequent abusers.

BUSINESS / MEDIA & ADVERTISING   | December 22, 2008 
The Media Equation:  Newspaper Shuns Web, and Thrives 
By DAVID CARR 
At a time when most big newspapers are embracing the Internet as their future salvation, a small weekly in New Jersey is shunning it, and thriving.

BUSINESS / MEDIA & ADVERTISING   | December 22, 2008 
Warner Music Removes Its Videos From YouTube as Licensing Talks Stall 
By BRIAN STELTER 
Unable to reach a licensing agreement with YouTube, Warner Music has demanded that videos of performers like Madonna, Metallica and Kid Rock be removed from the Web site.

INTERNATIONAL / ASIA PACIFIC   | December 23, 2008 
China Unblocks The Times's Web Site 
By EDWARD WONG 
The government allowed Internet users in mainland China to view the Web site of The New York Times after access had been stopped for more than three days.
