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Certificate of Service

I, Trish Nelson, certify that on February 15th, 2006, I caused to be served upon Mike Sullivan, Station Manager, KGAN-TV, a copy of this Reply by U.S. mail. I also caused to be sent on February 15th, 2005 a copy of this Reply to the FCC by mail.

Trish Nelson

February 15, 2005

Declarations

Declaration of Charles A. Miller

My name is Charles A. Miller and I am a member of Iowans for Better Local Television. 

I personally researched and prepared the News Staff Comparison attached to this Reply. I obtained the staff data from the respective television stations’ websites on the dates indicated in the Comparison.

I also obtained Nielsen ratings data for the local television stations and prepared the Ratings Comparison attached to this Reply using the Nielsen data.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 14, 2006.

Charles A. Miller

Declaration of Trish Nelson

My name is Trish Nelson and I am a member of Iowans for Better Local Television.

Attached to this Reply are copies of the actual emails I sent to Kathryn Schmeltzer, SBG’s representative, on December 23, 2005 and on December 29, 2005. Those emails were received (they were not sent back to me as undeliverable). As well, the December 23 email contained as an attachment an electronic copy of the Petition that was served on KGAN December 22, 2005. 

I have read and reviewed the Reply to the Opposition to the Petition to Deny and believe that all facts contained therein are true.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the forgoing is true and correct.

Executed on February 15, 2006. 

Trish Nelson

917 Wylde Green Rd., Iowa City, Iowa  52246

Ph. 319-337-6563

E-mail:  nelsonaction@yahoo.com 

Declaration of Arron Wings

My name is Arron Wings and I am a member of Iowans for Better Local Television.

I personally prepared the analysis of the local affairs coverage SBG submitted with their Opposition as Exhibit 3. My analysis is attached as an exhibit to this Reply. All the information in my analysis is taken from SBG’s Opposition Exhibit 3.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on February 14, 2006.
Arron Wings

Exhibit 1

Email from 

December 23, 2005

Kathryn Schmeltzer

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman

2300 N Street NW

Washington DC 20037-1128

Dear Ms. Schmeltzer:

As you may know by now, Iowans for Better Local Television served a Petition to 

Deny the license renewal of KGAN-TV2, Cedar Rapids, on its Station Manager, Mike 

Sullivan, by hand, yesterday, December 22, 2005.

Since then there have been some very minor amendments to it, so I have mailed 

him a copy of the amended version, and wanted to make sure we extended you the 

courtesy of a copy by email as well.

The requisite original and four copies are being shipped to the FCC in 

Washington and should be received by them sometime next week. There are a 

significant number of exhibits and affidavits/declarations as you will be able 

to tell from the footnotes to the Petition. If y! ou would like to see them as 

well Mike Sullivan may send you his set (as he indicated he would when we served 

them on him), or they will be available to you at the FCC I presume.

We have no lawyer representing us. Andy Schwartzman looked over the Petition 

after it was prepared, but is designated as "of counsel" rather than "counsel 

for IBLTV." So I am your contact.

My best email address is in the "From" field above. My home phone is 

319-337-6563. And my home address is 917 Wylde Green Road, Iowa City IA 52246.

Trish Nelson, Chair

Iowans for Better Local Television

Yahoo! Photos

Ring in the New Year with Photo Calendars. Add photos, events, holidays, 

whatever.

Email from 

December 29, 2005

Kathryn Schmeltzer

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman

2300 N Street, NW

Washington DC 20037-1128

kathryn.schmeltzer@pillsburylaw.com

Re: Supplement to IBLTV Petition to Deny KGAN-TV's License Renewal

Dear Ms. Schmeltzer:

We are filing a small amendment to the IBLTV Petition to Deny, but wanted you to 

know about it in any event. It is attached.

It is just three additional declarations regarding matters already supported in 

the PTD. One is an additional Iowa elected official, Vicki Lensing, who is 

already listed in the Table of Contents for Affidavits/Declarations. The other 

two involve the recording of the "Town Meeting on the Future of Media" in Iowa 

City October 5, 2005, and the preparation of the transcript (which has already 

been included in the exhibits).

I have sent one original and four copies to the FCC, served KGAN-TV by mail, and 

am also sending a courtesy copy (along! with the original Petition) to KFXA-TV, 

insofar as it is also mentioned in our Petition.

Sincerely,

Trish Nelson, Chair

Iowans for Better Local Television

917 Wylde Green Rd., Iowa City

319-337-6563

Yahoo! Photos

Ring in the New Year with Photo Calendars. Add photos, events, holidays, 

whatever.

Exhibit 2

Ratings Comparison
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News Staff Comparison

Follow-up analysis of the local news broadcasts of KGAN and KCRG

The follow study was conducted in response to the contention that KGAN TV, a Sinclair Broadcast Group (SBG) adequately covered local news.  In its Opposition to the Petition to Deny filed by Iowans for Better Local Television (IBLTV), SBG did not address  one of IBLTV’s main contentions that its local news coverage was markedly inferior to its nearest broadcast competitor, KCRG TV (also of Cedar Rapids, Iowa).  IBLTV’s previous research, included in the PTD (see report by Charles A. Miller) demonstrated that over several broadcasts of local evening news, KGAN expended significantly less air time on local news than did KCRG.  This difference was found to be significant from a statistical point of view, also.

To further illustrate this point, I have conducted additional post-hoc analyses of the detailed, second-by-second, parsing of the evening local news broadcasts of KGAN and KCRG.  Over the week beginning 3 April 2005, IBLTV members videotaped the 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. broadcasts of both stations over the period of time spanning 4 April to 8 April.  Although some broadcasts were missed due to taping errors, care was taken to perform statistical tests known as “paired comparison” analyses so as to avoid any biases that could result from unequal sample sizes.

For this follow-up study, the detailed content analyses, in which each news report was timed and categorized, was revisited.  Again, to avoid any sampling bias, this analysis used only comparisons of the news programs broadcast by each station at identical times.  The broadcasts that were used were as follows:

Monday, 4 April 05:

5 p.m. and 6 p.m. programs of both stations

Tuesday, 5 April 05:

5 p.m. and 6 p.m. programs of both stations

Wednesday, 6 April 05:

6 p.m. program (only) of both stations

Friday, 8 April 05:

5 p.m. and 6 p.m. programs of both stations

Missing videotaped copies of broadcasts made it impossible to cover the Wednesday 5 pm and Thursday programs.   The methods of categorizing and timing each news segment have been described in the PTD.  In this follow-up study, each news item was assigned one of the following categories:

Community interest
celebrations, observances, meetings, deaths, citizen achievements, etc.

Crime


activities by police or courts in response to crimes

State Politics 

activities of the Governor, State Legislature, or Supreme Court

Local Government
activities of city or county governments

Public Safety

accident reports, police actions, public warnings, fires, etc.

Business

business expansions, closings, mergers; Employment issues, etc.

Please note that these categories were not critical for the analysis; they only provided convenient “bins” useful for collecting and organizing like reports across the two stations.

In reviewing the broadcasts, a total of 73 discrete “news events” were identified and categorized.  These news events were reported, in some cases, repeatedly by both stations as either simple repetitions (say from the 5 pm to the 6 pm broadcasts) or as minor “follow-up” stories.  Thus, a total of 148 news reports were analyzed and parsed into the 73 events.  As an example of a story that had several reports, the “local” reaction to the death and funeral of Pope John Paul II was covered in a total of 20 reports across the two stations.

Each news stories from each stations was given a brief text description and then were sorted so that stories covering the same event from each station were “matched”.  By doing so, it could be determined (1) what events were covered by both stations, (2) what events were covered by KGAN, but not covered by KCRG, and (3) what events were covered by KCRG and not covered by KGAN.  

The results of this analysis are provided in the following table  (Table 1), which spans pages 3 through 8.  The format of this table is as follows:

Column 1:
# : News Event number (numbered 1 through 73)

Column 2:
Category and brief title of each broadcast news story (covering the News Event)

Column 3:
“KGAN column”: brief description given to KGAN’s stories at the time of the original review of the videotaped broadcasts of KGAN’s news

Column 4:
“KCRG column”: similar column of stories descriptions generated during the original video analysis of KCRG’s news programs.

Note that in columns 2 and 3 of Table 1, each descriptive text is preceded by a 2-charcter code, such as “2T” or “9W”.  This code identifies the TV station (2=channel 2, KGAN; 9=channel 9, KCRG) and the letter indicates the day of the week (M=Monday, T=Tuesday, etc.) of each news story broadcast.  In this manner, the contents of Table 1 can be traced back to IBLTV’s original analysis of the news programs that were examined for this study.

Note that in many cases, both KCRG and KGAN provided coverage of the same event.  It is not the goal of this study to tally the time expended on each story.  Rather, it is the goal of this study to simply document the news events that each station covered during its local news broadcasts. By doing so, we can appreciate the breadth of reporting by each news room.

A final note: In five instances, there are references to “Notes” in column 3 of Table 1.  These Notes are described by text that follows the Table.

	News

Event
	Category: Description
	Description of KGAN's news reports
	Description of KCRG's news reports

	1
	Community: Local Reaction to Pope death
	2M:Local reaction to pope death (dubuque)
	9M: Pope's death, rxn: Loras college

	
	
	2M: Dubuque rxn to pope death 
	9M: Mass held in Waterloo

	
	
	2T: Monsignor Frank Bognanno to go to Rome (NOTE 1)
	9M: Mem mass at Loras College

	
	
	2W:Living History Farms open house on Friday
	9M:Mass at Mercy College, Cedar Rapids

	
	
	2F: Pope funeral seen at Dbq Loras
	9M:Dubuque man part of pope procession

	
	
	2F: CR LaSalle Mid School watch taped funeral
	9F: Loras college students observe funeral

	
	
	2F: Dbq Loras students reflect on pope funeral
	9F: Regina HS students watch funeral video

	
	
	2F: CR Lasalle school kids: watch pope funeral
	9F: IC Regina students rx to funeral

	
	
	2F: Liv Hist Farms: people gather there
	9F: Loras College stdnt watch funeral

	
	
	2F: Gvr Vilsak at funeral mass in Cumming IA
	9F: Vilsak attnds mass in Cummings

	
	
	
	

	2
	Community: Local serv's planned, Pope funeral
	2T: Announce: dubuque will have mass
	9M: Announcement of CR Mass

	
	
	2W:: svrl chrch srvs for Pope. MtMercy servic Thur 8:30
	9M: Announcement of IC Mass

	
	
	
	9T: Announce of local church services (CR, IC, Dbq)

	
	
	
	

	3
	Community (Iowa City) UI Author wins Pulitzer
	2M: UI's Marilyn Robinson gets Fiction Pulitzer
	9T: UI's Marilyn Robinson wins pulitzer for "Gilead"

	
	
	2F:"Gilead" book flying off shelves!
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	Community: IA-based Marines rtrn to DesMoines
	2T: Iowa Soldiers (from DSM unit) coming home
	9T: Iowa Soldiers return from Iraq

	
	
	2F: IA based marines arrive in DSM
	

	
	
	2F: IA based troops return to DsMns
	

	
	
	
	

	5
	Community (Cedar Rapids): MLK Day Rally
	2M:Mt Mercy MLK Jr. rally
	9M: MLK Jr. Rally at Coe College

	
	
	2M:Coe college hold MLK Jr rally 
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	Community (Des Moines): Great Ape Trust
	2M: "Great Ape Trust" part of "international study"
	

	
	
	
	

	7
	Community (Cedar Rapids): CR-IC commuter rail
	2T:  possible CR-Amana-IC rail considerd at Kirkwood Coll.

	
	
	
	

	8
	Community (Iowa City): University fights for plants
	2T: UI and ISU fighting over plant collection
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	Community (Cedar Rapids): Locals make lvng wills
	2W: top story: locals making living wills (rx to terri schiavo)

	
	
	
	

	10
	Community (? location): FL Wright Hotel bid
	2W: "Iowa Hotel" by FLWright  up for bidding (NOTE 2)
	

	
	
	
	

	11
	Community (fluff)
	2T: State lawmakers are shaving facial hair (NOTE 3) 
	

	
	
	
	

	12
	Community (Grinnell):" Feature"
	2M:  "Iowa Traveler": Grinnell Xportation Museum plans
	

	
	
	
	

	13
	Community (Iowa City) Univ changing course #'s
	2W: UI to change course numbering system
	

	
	
	
	

	14
	Community: Local effect of fuel prices
	2M: High fuel prices affect farmers (farmer interviewed)

	
	
	
	

	15
	Community (Iowa City): Public Utility Referendum
	
	9M: MidAmerica presents its side of local utility vote

	
	
	
	

	16
	Community (Marion) Student's funeral announced
	
	9M: Announce funeral arrg for LynnMar stdnt

	
	
	
	

	17
	Community (Wellman): Fatal car crash 
	
	9T:Justin Kent ( Wellman) dies near IC in car crash

	
	
	
	

	18
	Community (Cedar Rapids)
	
	9M: Gas prices up (local prices)

	
	
	
	

	19
	Community (Iowa City): Residents Evicted
	
	9T: Cedar wood resid in IC evictedfor 2 mil renovation

	
	
	
	

	20
	Community (Dubuque): Locls bild obsvn park at airprt
	
	9T: EAA building obs park at Debuque airport

	
	
	
	

	21
	Community (Cedar Rapids): MLB suspends 4 CR players
	9M: MLB suspnds mnr leagrs for drug off, incl 4 locls

	
	
	
	

	22
	Community (Dubuque): schools rec. equipment
	
	9W: Dbq schools new equp for disaster/child safety

	
	
	
	

	23
	Community (Des Moines): Vietnam Cerem annnced
	
	9W: Ceremony for vietnam Thurs Apr 18 at capitol

	
	
	
	

	24
	Community (Cedar Falls): governor praises utility
	
	9F: Cfalls Utility wins Vilsak Award for environ  efforts

	
	
	
	

	25
	Community (Cedar Rapids): Residents object to road exp
	9F: HomeOwners worried about CR 1st Ave expansion

	
	
	
	

	26
	Community (Marion): Citizen survey sent out
	
	9F: Marion has sent out citizen survey

	
	
	
	

	27
	Community (Des Moines)
	
	9F: Dsm conference: NatGas price decreas predicted

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	28
	Crime: (Cedar Rapids?) Jetseta Gage murder
	2M:Jesetta Gage mem service: IC Clapp Hall
	9M: Vigil for sex-assault victims in IC / Jeseta Gage

	
	
	2M: Jeseta Gage vigil in IC clapp hall
	9W: Formal charged filed: Roger Bentley (gage murder)

	
	
	2W: jetseta gage cs; bentley formally charged
	9F: James Bentley wants evidence suppressed

	
	
	2F: James Bentley wants evidence withheld
	9F: James Bentley wants trial evidence suppresed

	
	
	2F: James Bentley wants evidence suppressed
	

	
	
	2F: KGAN plays 911 tape (Jetseta Gage story) (NOTE 4)

	
	
	
	

	29
	Crime (Cedar Falls) Jason Gage murder
	2T: Joseph Lawrence pleads Not guilty to murder charge
	9T: Jos Lawerence pleads nt guilty to J. Gage murder

	
	
	2T: Joseph Lawrence pleads not guily
	

	
	
	2W:Joseph Lawernce (CedFls) murder trial date: may13
	

	
	
	
	

	30
	Crime (Charles City): competency hearing, Chris North (arson/killing)
	2F: Competency hear, Chris North, arson in Charles City
	9F:Comptenc hring for Chris North (2003 arson/killing)

	
	
	
	

	31
	Crime: (Waterloo) Howze stabbing
	2W: Waterloo police invest stabbing of John Howze
	9W: Waterloo man (J.Howze) stabbed

	
	
	
	

	32
	Crime (Jessup): Lynn Lamasters court plea
	2T: Lynn LaMasters is guily
	9T:Jessup man guilty of murder (Lyn Lamasters)

	
	
	
	9T: Jessup man (Lyn Lamasters) guilty

	
	
	
	

	33
	Crime (Cedar Rapids) Break ins
	2T: Break-ins in Cedar Rapids
	9T: TopStory: CR business burglaries

	
	
	2T: Rash of CR busn burglaries. Police need help
	

	
	
	
	

	34
	Crime (Winterset): Abused girl in custody (trial date: July 12)
	2W: (Winterset): abused winterset girl in custody. Trial date Jul12

	
	
	
	

	35
	Crime (Spirit Lake, Dickenson Cty): J, Wendelsdorf (now of Sioux Cty)drug charges
	2M: man (Jesse wendelsdorf) charged with meth & marij poss

	
	
	
	

	36
	Crime (Burlington): woman charged with charity theft
	2T: Burlington IA woman charged with theft from charity

	
	
	
	

	37
	Crime (Griswold fire/murder): Tracey Dyess mother says daughter not guilty
	2T: Tracey Dyess' mother says father is guilty of deaths, fire

	
	
	2W: Griswld woman (T.Dyes, facing murder chrgs) is bigamist

	
	
	
	

	38
	Crime (Indianola): Student suspended for hit list
	2W: Indianola HS "hit list". Student suspended
	

	
	
	
	

	39
	Crime (Linn County): 60 animals neglected
	
	9T: Olin & Wendy Andrews: 60-horse neglect case

	
	
	
	9F: Linn Cty making rules for adopting 60 neglctd hrss

	
	
	
	9F: LinnCty deciding how to handle adopt 60 negl horses

	
	
	
	

	40
	Crime (Ft.Atkinson):Bradley Harris, Meth charges
	
	9F: Ft Atkinson (Claytn Cty) man, Bradley Harris, meth charges

	
	
	
	

	41
	Crime (Dubuque): locals charged in sex abuse
	
	9W:  R.Jhnsn,Stph Presley,Bonnie Done charged; Dbq sex abus case

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	42
	State Politics: Jetseta Gage
	2M:Lawmaker reaction to Jesetta Gage
	9M: Vilsak considers stiffer penalies for 2nd time sex off

	
	
	2M: Gov vilsack wants tougher sex-offender sentence
	

	
	
	2F: IA legis wants tougher sex-offender laws
	

	
	
	
	

	43
	State Politics: Newton Racetrack
	2M:  Vilsak & lawmakers debate funding of Newton track
	9M:: Newton racetrack: Vilsak doesn't want tax breaks 

	
	
	
	9T: Newton Racetrack: Sen.EconGrowth comt consid; Vilsac's take on 

	
	
	
	

	44
	State Politics: Gambling, expansion of
	2W: St. reg'tors touring 10 sites for gmbl licenses
	9W: IA Rcing/Gming comm. Tour towns for new lic's (waterl report)

	
	
	
	

	45
	State Politics: Gambling, opposition to expansion
	2T: UI Profs oppose RiversideIA gambling
	9W::IA Racing/Gamblin: continued: (Report fromRiverside)

	
	
	2T: UI profs oppose riverside IA gambling
	9W:UI pub hlth profs: opp Rvrsd gamb (statm by D.Osterberg

	
	
	
	

	46
	State Politics: IA Supreme Court okays firing Edgewood teacher
	2F: IA SuprCt: okay to fire Edgewood teacher
	9F: IA SuprCt: Okay for Edgewood school to fire teacher serving beer

	
	
	2F:  IA supr ct: okay to fire Edgewood teacher
	

	
	
	
	

	47
	State Politics: Dems concerned about Bush SocSec plan
	2W: Dems say IA should be involved in SocSec debate
	9W:  IA Dems say Bush Soc Sec plan will hrt IA

	
	
	
	

	48
	State Politics: IA Supr Ct rules on Spencer lawyer
	2F: IA supr ct: Spenser IA lawyer cannot be on both sides

	
	
	
	

	49
	State Politics: Legislature debates speed limit
	
	9W: IA Legislature debates increased speed limit

	
	
	
	

	50
	State Politics: IA House urges change in Medicaid payments
	9T: Iowa House bill urges change in medicaid payments

	
	
	
	

	51
	State Politics: State consider regulating biodiesel
	
	9T: Sstate considering biodiesel reg

	
	
	
	

	52
	State Politics: Laws reconsidered
	
	9T:  vehicle title laws considered

	
	
	
	

	53
	State Politics: Vilsack pushes "Iowa Values"
	
	9M: state budge issue: Vilsack urges "Iowa Values" fund

	
	
	
	

	54
	Local Gov. (Cedar Rapids): Charter Commision report
	
	9T: CR council recvs report on new form of local gov't (charter commis)

	
	
	
	9T: CR charter is finished(disc pro/con)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	55
	Public Safety: School Closed (odd odor)
	2T: Waverly school closed: mysterious odor
	9T: strange odor closes Waverly school

	
	
	
	

	56
	Public Safety (Tipton): accident on I-80
	2F: I-80 is slowed down by an accident
	9F: copter report of I80 accidnt, Cedar Cty

	
	
	LN: I-80 accident near tipton closes lane
	9F: Follow-up on I80 Traffic accident

	
	
	
	

	57
	Public Safety: Police warn about Meth garbage
	2T: Police warn of left-over meth lab junk
	9T:: Local police warn about haz. Trash from old meth labs

	
	
	2T: Linn Cty police warn of abandoned Meth Labs
	

	
	
	
	

	58
	Public safety (Dunkerton): Cougar loose
	2F:Cougar loose in Dunkerton
	

	
	
	
	

	59
	Public Safety (Ottumwa): High school hit list. Police patroling.
	2W: ottumwa HS "hit list". Police patroling.
	

	
	
	
	

	60
	Public Saftey (unknown location): Child fingerprinting urged
	2M: "police say" need to fingerpirnt children (NOTE 5)
	

	
	
	
	

	61
	Public safety: (Cedar Rapids) Traffic snarl at downtown event
	9T: Local traffic troubles at downtown event

	
	
	
	

	62
	Public Safety (Commanche): Body of Bryce Quinn found 
	9T: Body of Bryce Quinn, Bettdrf, recovered near Comanche

	
	
	
	

	63
	Public Safety (Iowa City): Police investigate 2-car accident
	9M: IC police investigate 2-car accident

	
	
	
	

	64
	Public Safety (Cedar Rapids): Sex offender list fails
	
	9M: Victim lives 2 blks from offender, not told. "system broken"

	
	
	
	

	65
	Public Safety: "tanks a lot" anti-meth program
	
	9T:: "tanks a lock" prog for securing anhyd ammo tanks against meth prod

	
	
	
	

	66
	Public Safety (Iowa City): Fire fighters rule fire an accident
	9F: IC firefighters: fire @ N.VanBuren was accident

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	67
	Business (Marion) Vector Corp Exanding
	2T: Marion Vector Court expanding 
	9T: MarionCo vector Co expanding

	
	
	2T: Vector Corp (Marion) wants to expand,
	

	
	
	
	

	68
	Business: (Cedar Rapids) Electronics Store to close
	2F: Ultimate Electronics (incl CR store) closing
	9F: Ultimate Electronics stores (incl CR, Dsm, Dpt) closing

	
	
	2F: Ult electronics in CR being sold (bankrupt)
	

	
	
	
	

	69
	Business (Iowa City) Univesity Salaries
	2W: Highest paid U of Iowa employees
	9W: top UI salaries (top 12 held by men)

	
	
	
	

	70
	Business (Cedar Rapids) Qwest-MCI merger is possible
	9M: Quest-MCI merger is possible

	
	
	
	

	71
	Business (Marion): WalMart begins construction
	
	9M: New WalMart under constr in Marion

	
	
	
	

	72
	Business (Iowa City): City considered rezoning for new Menards
	9M: IC Council considers rezoning for new Menards

	
	
	
	

	73
	Business (Cedar Rapids): Liquor licenses applied
	
	9F: 2 CR businesses may get new liquor licenses

	
	
	
	


--- End of Table 1 ---

By tabulating the contents of Table 1 (above), the number of identified news events can be tallied for each station.  Thus, although a total of 73 news events have been identified in the analysis, KGAN provided reports on only 41 of the 73 events, while KCRG provided reports on only 55 of the 73 events.

From this simple analysis, it can be readily appreciated that KGAN provided poorer coverage of news events over the week in question.  Although both stations failed to report on all 73 possible events that were tabulated, KCRG managed to cover a total of 75% of the stories, while KGAN covered only 56% of the stories.  That is, KCRG provided information about 14 more events.  It is important that this analysis covered only 4 days of news reporting.

However, the best insight is provided by examining the nature of the stories that were covered and missed by each station.  This information is provided by Table 2, below (Page 11).  This table only includes the descriptions of the news stories that were unique to each station’s news programming.  Thus, in Column 1, we see the stories reported by KGAN, but not reported by KCRG, while in Column 2, we see the stories presented by KCRG, but not by KGAN.  This differential list of stories is an effective means of evaluating the differences in the philosophy and coverage of each station’s newsrooms.

Careful examination of Table 2 reveals an highly relevant trend to IBLTV’s contention: poorer coverage by KGAN.  Not only did KGAN’s coverage miss more news events, but the unique news events that it managed to report are, on average, qualitatively inferior from the perspective of the viewer.  That is because the news stories unique to KGAN’s coverage (Table 2, column 1) are not particularly focused on the geographical areas of interest to viewers in the Cedar Rapids / Waterloo / Iowa City / Dubuque region, that is, the region that KGAN and KCRG presumably serve.

This can be seen explicitly in Figure 1, which plots the originating location of each unique news event on a map of Iowa for both KCRG (top map) and KGAN (bottom map).  The originating location of each news event is plotted by county.  The counties depicted in gray shading are the 21 counties that make up the Eastern Iowa Designated Market Area (DMA, as defined by Nielsen Media Research), which is the DMA of primary concern to both stations.

Thus, at least in the case of KCRG’s unique coverage, Linn County, the home of Cedar Rapids, has a total of 12 dots, indicating that 12 of the reported events unique to KCRG’s news programs concerned events in Linn County.  Similarly, Johnson County, the home of Iowa City, has five dots within its borders and Dubuque County (home of the city of Dubuque) has three.

Such coverage is what one would expect from a television station that devotes its resources to the viewers within the relevant DMA.  However, the pattern of the location of news events covered by KGAN (lower map, Figure 1) is qualitatively different than the KCRG map.  There is noticeably less concentration of reportorial effort in the regions of interest to viewers and a somewhat unexpected “concentration” of news events near and south of Des Moines.

It is clear from the geographical analysis of the origins of news events that the significance of the many of the news events uniquely reported by KGAN would be expected to be small for viewers in the indicated DMA.  In contrast, the “added value” provided by KCRG is focused in regions of interested to viewers in the DMA (the additional focus in Polk County is due to the fact that Des Moines, the state capital of Iowa, is located in that county).

Additional concerns regarding KGAN’s reporting: Oddities and Omissions

Finally, it must be noted that this task was made more difficult, in some cases, by incomplete or poor-quality reporting by KGAN.  We highlight 5 instances below.  These instances can be traced to reported events (in Table 1) by locating the “NOTES” that occur within Column 3, which covers the news reports of KGAN  

Note 1 (relative to KGAN’s reporting of News Event #1)

In the report “Monsignor Frank Bognanno to go to Rome [in response to the Pope’s death]’, Interestingly, KGAN never identifies the location of the Church or the home town of Father Bognanno.  The only indication of the location of the origin of this report was gleaned by the “sign off” of the reporter: Des Moines.  Only through Google search was it determined that Bognanno belonged to a Des Moines church.  One might speculate that this lack-of-identifying information was either (1) done on purpose to obsfuscate the fact that this was not a report of local interest or (2) an indication of very sloppy reporting.

Note 2 (relative to KGAN’s reporting of News Event #10)

In the KGAN report about the “Iowa Hotel” that was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright (and now up for bidding), the location of the hotel within the State of Iowa was never stated in the report.  Again, only through a Google search was the location of this Hotel (and hence its “local” nature) identified.

Note 3 (relative to KGAN’s reporting of News Event #11)

The “news” report about Iowa Legislators shaving their facial hair cannot, by a reasonable person, be considered useful news.  The only reason that the report cited for the shaving was to provide a sense of greater honesty.  We included this report and characterized it as local news anyway, even though it has little or no merit.

Note 4 (relative to KGAN’s reporting of News Event #28)

The news report “KGAN plays 911 tape (Jetseta Gage murder story)” is arguably an example of very poor editorial judgment.  The airing of the audio excerpt of a highly emotional, personal, and sensational audio tape, is arguably simply pandering to voyeurism without adding any substantial information. KGAN’s competitor, KCRG, to our knowledge, did not follow suit.

Note 5 (relative to KGAN’s reporting of News Event #60)

KGAN’s report entitled “"police say" need to fingerprint children”, the report’s aim is to suggest to parents that they register their children’s personal identification with local police.  The report never identifies which police department (either by city, location, or name) that generated this request of the public.  This indicates possible sloppy reporting, sloppy editing, or a specific motivation to suppress the origin of the news story.

	Unique KGAN News Stories
	Unique KCRG News Stories

	1. Community (Cedar Rapids): CR-IC commuter rail
	1. Business (Cedar Rapids) Qwest-MCI merger is possible

	2. Community (Cedar Rapids): Locals making living wills
	2. Business (Cedar Rapids): Liquor licenses applied

	3. Community (Des Moines): Great Ape Trust
	3. Business (Iowa City): City considered rezoning for new Menards

	4. Community (DesMoines) fluff: legislators shave beards
	4. Business (Marion): WalMart begins construction

	5. Community (Grinnell):"Iowa Traveler” Feature about Museum plans
	5. Community (Cedar Falls): governor praises utility

	6. Community (Iowa City) University to change course numbers
	6. Community (Cedar Rapids)

	7. Community (Iowa City): University fights for plants
	7. Community (Cedar Rapids): MLB suspends 4 CR players for drug offenses

	8. Community (Unknown location): F.L. Wright Hotel for bid
	8. Community (Cedar Rapids): Residents object to road expansion

	9. Community (Cedar Rapids?) : Local effect of fuel prices
	9. Community (Des Moines)

	10. Crime (Burlington): woman charged with charity theft
	10. Community (Des Moines): Vietnam Ceremony announced

	11. Crime (Griswold fire/murder): Tracey Dyess mother says daughter not guilty
	11. Community (Dubuque): Locals build observation park at airport

	12. Crime (Indianola): Student suspended for hit list
	12. Community (Dubuque): schools rec. equipment

	13. Crime (Spirit Lake, Dickenson Cty): J, Wendelsdorf drug charges
	13. Community (Iowa City): Public Utility Referendum

	14. Crime (Winterset): Abused girl in custody (trial date: July 12)
	14. Community (Iowa City): Residents Evicted

	15. Public safety (Dunkerton): Cougar loose
	15. Community (Marion) Student's funeral announcement

	16. Public Safety (Ottumwa): High school hit list. Police patroling.
	16. Community (Marion): Citizen survey sent out

	17. Public Safety (unknown location): Child fingerprinting urged
	17. Community (Wellman): Fatal car crash 

	18. State Politics (Des Moines): IA Supr Ct rules on Spencer lawyer
	18. Crime (Dubuque): locals charged in sex abuse

	
	19. Crime (Ft.Atkinson):Bradley Harris, Meth charges

	
	20. Crime (Linn County): 60 animals neglected

	
	21. Local Gov. (Cedar Rapids): Charter Commision report

	
	22. Public Safety (Cedar Rapids): Sex offender list fails

	
	23. Public Safety (Comanche): Body of Bryce Quinn found 

	
	24. Public Safety (Iowa City): Fire fighters rule fire an accident

	
	25. Public Safety (Iowa City): Police investigate 2-car accident

	
	26. Public Safety : "tanks a lot" anti-meth program

	
	27. Public safety: (Cedar Rapids) Traffic snarl at downtown event

	
	28. State Politics(DesMoines): IA House urges change in Medicaid payments

	
	29. State Politics(DesMoines): Laws reconsidered

	
	30. State Politics(DesMoines) Legislature debates speed limit

	
	31. State Politics(DesMoines) State consider regulating biodiesel

	
	32. State Politics (DesMoines): Vilsack pushes "Iowa Values"


Table 2: Descriptions of news reports occurring during the week of 3 April 2005 that were found to be unique to each station’s reporting.  Thus, KGAN reported on 18 events not covered by KCRG and KCRG reported on 32 events not covered by KGAN.  Whenever possible, the originating location of each news event (by city or county) is included in parentheses.

FIGURE 1: Locations of the origin (by county) of each news event reported exclusively by KCRG (top map) and KGAN (bottom map).  Each dot represents a news event reported by the station that the other station failed to cover.  The counties depicted in gray shading indicate the 21 Iowa counties that comprise the broadcast television Designated Marketing Area relevant to KGAN and KCRG.  Events covered exclusively by KCRG are generally focused in regions with the DMA (and Polk County, the seat of Iowa’s capital (Governor’s, Supreme Court, and Legislative offices).  All data are based upon IBLTV’s analysis of local even news broadcasts aired during the week of 3 April 2005.
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Ratings and Demographic Information



Data source: 

 Nielsen Media Research





DMA:  

Eastern Iowa (i.e., Cedar Rapids / Waterloo / Iowa City / Dubuque)



DMA Ranking:

  88 of 210 (331,480 households)





Constituent counties:  

Linn, Johnson, Jones, Cedar, Washington, 

Keokuk, Iowa, Benton, Tama, Grundy, Black Hawk, Buchanan, 

Delaware, Dubuque, Clayton, Fayette, Bremer, Butler, Chickasaw, 

Winneshiek, and Allamakee



Target Age Group

:  25-54 years



Rating Month

:  February, 2005

Broadcast stations in the Eastern Iowa DMA



KGAN:     

Channel 2, Cedar Rapids, Iowa



KWWL:    

Channel 7, Waterloo, Iowa



KCRG:    

 Channel 9, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
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SBG’s characterization of the size KGAN news staff overstates its commitment to local news.  

SBG’s contention that KGAN has 20 individuals on its news staff is deceptive in that it counts non-news managers and marketers.  IBLTV took care to provide a more reasonable assessment of the strength of the news staffs of KGAN and KCRG by comparing only reporters and on-air personnel.  (However, if IBLTV were to use SBG’s analysis of staff sizes, KGAN would similarly compare poorly with its nearest competitor, KCRG).

Throughout IBLTV’s entire monitoring period of over ½ year, KGAN continued along a steady trend of reducing its news staff, while its nearest competitor held its news staff constant.  The following news staff information was gleaned directly from each station’s websites on the dates indicated.  The table (see next page) lists reporters and anchors – as listed by each station – as they appeared on the websites over a nearly 10-month period.

By current staffing levels (as of 10 February 06), KGAN’s news staff is now only 50% of the size of its nearest competitor, KCRG.  The divergent staffing trends of KGAN and KCRG are shown in the plots shown here, the data of which were derived directly from the table (next page)

TABLE:  News Reporters and Anchors for 3 Iowa Broadcast stations (data obtained from each station’s website)

	
	28 April 2005
	16 July 2005
	5 October 2005
	13 November 2005

	10 February 2006

	KGAN
	Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 

Karen Schulte

Dave Benton 

Cary J. Hahn 

Andy Garman 

Kevin Corizzo 

Jim Grawe 

Sarah Reid 

Krista Almanzan 

Stephanie Vega 

Molly Nelson 

Mark Anthony 

Jared Aarons
	Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 

Karen Schulte
Dave Benton 

Cary J. Hahn

Kevin Corizzo 

Jim Grawe 

Sarah Reid 

Stephanie Vega 

Molly Nelson 

Mark Anthony  

Jared Aarons 

Bob Lesh     
	Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 
Cary J. Hahn 

Kevin Corizzo 

Jim Grawe 

Stephanie Vega 

Molly Nelson 

Mark Anthony 

Jared Aarons

Bob Lesh

Kevin Hall 

Pam Baccam
	Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 
Cary J. Hahn 

Kevin Corizzo 

Jim Grawe 

Stephanie Vega 

Molly Nelson 

Mark Anthony  

Jared Aarons

Bob Lesh 

Kevin Hall  

Pam Baccam
	Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 

Cary J. Hahn 

Kevin Corizzo 

Jim Grawe 

Pam Baccam 

Mark Anthony 

Bob Lesh 

Kevin Hall 

Jared Aarons



	KDSM
	Data not recorded
	Cal Woods (Note 1)

Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 

Karen Schulte
Jennifer Mazi

Susy Robinette

Kevin Hall

(note 2)
	Cal Woods (Note 1)

Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 

Susy Robinette 

Jennifer Mazi 

Kevin Hall 

Mark Anthony 

(note 2)
	Cal Woods (Note 1)

Tiffany O'Donnell 

Karen Hoskins 

Susy Robinette

Jennifer Mazi

Kevin Hall 

Mark Anthony 

(note 2)


	Cal Woods (Note 1)

Tiffany O’Donnell

Karen Hoskins
Susy Robinette

Jennifer Mazi

Kevin Hall

Mark Anthony
Jessica Roberts

	KCRG
	Data not recorded.
	Bruce Aune   

Josh Baynes  

John Campbell   

Dave Franzman  

Denny Frary   

Mark Geary  

Nick Glew  

Claire Kellett  

Beth Malicki  

Liz Mathis  

Steve Nicoles   

Diane Pathieu  

Capt. Bobby Ratliff   

Scott Sanborn   

Scott Saville   

Shawn Terrell   

Katie Wiedemann   

Noël Williams   

Cassie Willis   

Joe Winters  
	Data not  recorded
	Bruce Aune  

Josh Baynes  

John Campbell  

Dave Franzman   

Denny Frary  

Mark Nick Glew  

Josh Hinkle  

Ashley Hinson  

Claire Kellett  

Beth Malicki  

Liz Mathis  

Steve Nicoles  

Capt. Bobby Ratliff  

Scott Sanborn  

Scott Saville  

Shawn Terrell  

Katie Wiedemann  

Noël Williams  

Cassie Willis  

Joe Winters   
	Bruce Aune   

Josh Baynes   

John Campbell 

Dave Franzman   

Denny Frary

Mark Geary  

Josh Hinkle  

Ashley Hinson   

Claire Kellett  

Beth Malicki  

Liz Mathis  

Steve Nicoles 

Capt. Bobby Ratliff  

Scott Sanborn 

Scott Saville  

Shawn Terrell  

Katie Wiedemann 

Noël Williams  

Cassie Willis  

 Joe Winters 


Notes on the tabular data

Note 1: 
On the KDSM website, Cal Woods is identified as “News Director”.  This analysis cannot determine whether or not his is actually an on-air reporter or anchorperson.

Note 2:
KDSM also lists, on its website, two “photojounalists”, which is assumed not to belong to the categories of anchors or reporters

Personnel shared across KGAN and KDSM are shown in italicized letters

The following figure plots news personnel for KGAN and KCRG 

Exhibit 3

Analysis of Opposition Exhibit 3

By Arron Wings

February 14, 2006

Federal Fiscal Year Quarters represented in Exhibit 3

There are 16 “topics” within the section “Sampling of topics of local news stories.”  Stories within those topics appear to be selected (with minor exceptions or apparent errors) by Federal Fiscal Year Quarters.  The quarters represented in this section are: 

1st Quarter
4 topics


2nd Quarter
8 topics

3rd Quarter
2 topics

4th Quarter
0 topics

Multiple 
2

The topics with multiple quarters are “Education” with stories from the 1st and 2nd Quarters, and “Health Care” with stories from the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Quarters.

There are 19 “topics” within the section “Local news stories in detail.”  There appear to be 14 unique topics with 5 of those being repeated using a different Quarter. (See 4 below)  An example is Substance Abuse on page 11 using stories from the 2nd Quarter and Substance Abuse on page 26 using stories from the 4th Quarter. The quarters represented in this section are:

1st Quarter
4 topics


2nd Quarter
5 topics

3rd Quarter
4 topics
One topic is a repeat. (See 4 below)

4th Quarter
4 topics
These 4 repeat topics. (See 4 below)

Multiple
2

The topics with multiple quarters are “Health care, treatment and costs” with stories from 1st, 2nd and 3rd Quarters, and “Police, the court system and crime” with stories from 3rd and 4th Quarters. 

FLAWS IN EXHIBIT 3 OF OPPOSITION TO PETITION TO DENY RENEWAL

The flaws that I have identified are:

1. News Survey indicates 1.5 hours of local news each day with broadcasts at Noon, 6 and 10, but Sampling of Topics of Local News Stories (page 2) includes 27 stories broadcast on “CBS2 News at 5” and Local News Stories in Detail (page 5) includes 42 stories broadcast on “CBS2 News at 5.”

2. Summary Of Coverage Of Top Local Stories includes no information regarding airdate, newscast, or length of program for any of the stories listed.

3. Sampling of Topics of Local News Stories (page 2) contains 155 stories, 102 of which are also included in Local News Stories in Detail (page 5).  See chart

	Sampling of topics of local news stories
	Page
	Stories
	Duplicated
	Quarter

	Agriculture / Rural Concerns

10 of 12 items are duplicated in Concerns of Rural Iowa and Farm Families (page 9)
	2
	12
	10
	1

	Art/Cultural
	2
	8
	0
	2

	Community Charities
	2
	5
	0
	2

	Community Events

5 of 5 are duplicated in Community Events (page 8)
	2
	5
	5
	2

	Consumer

6 of 6 are duplicated in Consumer Issues and Concerns (page 10)
	2
	6
	6
	2

	Economic/Bus. Dev.

12 of 16 are duplicated in Economic Growth (page 12)
	3
	16
	12
	2

	Education

4 of 8 are duplicated in Quality of Education and Need to Keep Affordable (page 6)
	3
	8
	4
	1 & 2

	Energy
	3
	5
	0
	1

	Elderly / Handicapped

7 of 7 duplicated in Needs of Elderly, Disabled and Handicapped (page 7)
	3
	7
	7
	1

	Environment

6 of 13 duplicated in Environmental Concerns (page 14)
	3
	13
	6
	3

	Health Care

23 of 23 are duplicated in Health Care Treatment and Costs (page 16)
	4
	23
	23
	1,2 & 3

	Homeland Security

10 of 10 are duplicated in Homeland Security (page 18)
	4
	10
	10
	3

	Low Income, Homeless and Families

9 of 9 duplicated in Low Income, Homeless And Families Just Starting Out (page 5)
	4
	9
	9
	1

	Public Health
	5
	5
	0
	2

	Substance Abuse

10 of 10 duplicated in Substance Abuse (page 11)
	5
	10
	10
	2

	Crime/Courts
	5
	13
	0
	2

	Total
	
	155
	102
	


4. Local News Stories in Detail (page 5) contains 5 subject areas that are repeated using a different time period for same topic area.  See Chart

	LOCAL NEWS STORIES IN DETAIL
	Page
	Stories
	Repeated
	Quarter

	Low Income, Homeless And Families Just Starting Out
	5
	10
	
	1

	Quality of education and need to keep affordable 
	6
	6
	Yes
	1

	Needs of Elderly, Disabled and Handicapped
	7
	7
	
	1

	Community Events
	8
	10
	
	2

	Concerns of Rural Iowa and Farm Families
	9
	10
	Yes
	1

	Consumer Issues and Concerns
	10
	12
	
	2

	Substance Abuse
	11
	17
	Yes
	2

	Economic Growth
	12
	13
	
	2

	Recreational and Cultural Activities for Youth
	13
	16
	
	2

	Environmental Concerns 
	14
	17
	Yes
	3

	Health care, Treatment and Costs
	16
	27
	
	1,2 & 3

	Homeland Security
	18
	20
	Yes
	3

	Police, the Court System and Crime
	20
	31
	
	3 & 4

	Children & Education 

This section contains 3rd Quarter stories.  1st Quarter stories are contained in Quality of Education and Need to Keep Affordable (page 6)
	22
	18
	Yes
	3

	Homeland Security 

This section contains 4th Quarter stories.  3rd Quarter stories are contained in Homeland Security (page 18)
	24
	10
	Yes
	4

	Rural Iowa and Farm Families

This section contains 4th Quarter stories.  1st Quarter stories are contained in Concerns of Rural Iowa and Farm Families (page 9)
	25
	16
	Yes
	4

	Substance Abuse 

This section contains 4th Quarter stories.  2nd Quarter stories are contained in Substance Abuse (page 11)
	26
	14
	Yes
	4

	Environmental And Pollution Concerns

This section contains 4th Quarter stories.  3rd Quarter stories are contained in Environmental Concerns (page 14)
	27
	23
	Yes
	4

	Local Coverage of Hurricane victims aid
	30
	12
	
	3


Originating sites of news events reported by KCRG, but missed by KGAN 


(31 locations identified in a total of 32 reports)





Originating sites of news events reported by KGAN, but missed by KCRG


(16 locations identified in a total of 18 reports)








