Overview

Present an organized, up-to-date review and evaluation of existing free online translating programs, dictionaries and search engines. 
Goal of the Project

Assess the availability and suitability of free online tools for users who lack foreign language knowledge

Intended Users
·  Primary
English-speaking health professionals and researchers
·  Secondary
Foreign language learners

Database
·  79 translation programs

·  74 online dictionaries

·  227 search engines

Languages analyzed
Arabic, Czech, German, Hindi, Slovak, Spanish
Analysis
Developed a weighted-point system to evaluate 

·  performance, including the usability, quality, and accuracy of translation

·  quality and type of information found in the search engines
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Sample of How Texts Were Compared 

for Evaluation
	English:

http://no-smoking.org/dec01/12-21-01-2.html


One of the largest studies of passive smoking found that it increases the risk of asthma and other respiratory problems in non-smokers and is widespread in many countries, particularly in the workplace. The study, reported in the Lancet medical journal on Friday, analyzed data on nearly 8,000 people in the United States, 16 European countries, Australia and New Zealand. ``It is important to avoid passive smoking and especially passive smoking in workplaces,'' Dr. Christer Janson, an epidemiologist at Akademiska Sjukhuset in Uppsala, Sweden, told Reuters.
	Spanish:

Translation of English Text
Uno de los estudios más importantes sobre el fumar pasivo encontró que el riesgo del asma y otros problemas respiratorios aumentan en personas que no fuman y se extiende a muchos países, especialmente en el trabajo. El estudio, publicado el viernes en la revista médica La Lanceta, analizó los datos entre casi 8,000 personas en los Estados Unidos, 16 países europeos, Australia y Nueva Zelanda. “Es importante evitar el fumar pasivo y el fumar especialmente pasivo en el trabajo,'' el Dr. Christer Janson, un epidemiólogo en Akademiska Sjukhuset en Uppsala, Suecia, comentó a Reuters.
	Spanish without accents:

Translation of English Text

Uno de los estudios mas importantes sobre el fumar pasivo encontro que el riesgo del asma y otros problemas respiratorios aumentan en personas que no fuman y se extiende a muchos paises, especialmente en el trabajo. El estudio, publicado el viernes en la revista medica La Lanceta, analizo los datos entre casi 8,000 personas en los Estados Unidos, 16 paises europeos, Australia y Nueva Zelanda. “Es importante evitar el fumar pasivo y el fumar especialmente pasivo en el trabajo,'' el Dr. Christer Janson, un epidemiologo en Akademiska Sjukhuset en Uppsala, Suecia, comento a Reuters.

	PROMT-ONLINE  http://translation2.paralink.com/

	English ( Spanish translation
	Spanish ( English translation
	Spanish ( English translation (without accents)

	Uno de los estudios más grandes de fumar pasivo encontró que esto aumenta el riesgo de asma y otros problemas respiratorios en no fumadores y es extendido en muchos países, en particular en el lugar de trabajo. El estudio, relatado en la Lanceta diario médico el viernes, datos analizados sobre casi 8,000 personas en los Estados Unidos, 16 países europeos, Australia y Nueva Zelanda. " Es importante evitar fumar pasivo y fumar sobre todo pasivo en lugares de trabajo, " el Doctor Christer Janson, un epidemiólogo en Akademiska Sjukhuset en Uppsala, Suecia, Reuters dicho.
	One of the most important studies on to smoke passively thought that the risk of the asthma and other respiratory problems increase in persons who do not smoke and it(he,she) spreads to many countries, specially in the work. The study, published on Friday in the medical magazine The Lancet, analyzed the information between(among) almost 8,000 persons in the United States, 16 European countries, Australia and New Zealand. " It is important to avoid to smoke passively and to smoke specially passively in the work, " the Dr. Christer Janson, an epidemiologist in Akademiska Sjukhuset in Uppsala, Sweden, was commented by it (him, her) to Reuters.
	One of the studies mas important on to smoke passive encontro that the risk of the asthma and other respiratory problems increase in persons who do not smoke and spreads to many countries, specially in the work. The study, published on Friday in the magazine it(he,she) medicates The Lancet, I analyze the information between(among) almost 8,000 persons in the United States, 16 European countries, Australia and New Zealand. " It is important to avoid to smoke passively and to smoke specially passively in the work, " the Dr. Christer Janson, an epidemiologist in Akademiska Sjukhuset in Uppsala, Sweden, am commented by me to Reuters.




Database
Designer’s Access in FileMaker Pro 6
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Editor’s Search Option
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Example of Editor’s Update
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Users’ Access
http://www.uiowa.edu/~fltools
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Results

Now showing records 1 through 10 of 43 services found.

Next 10
Service:
Foreignword.com :
it foreignword. com/Toolsfiransnow him
Service Type: Languages: Site in:
translator Engish Afrikaans Arabic Bulgerian Chinese | English
Chinese (yale) Croatian Czech Danish Dutch
Finnish French German Greek Hungarian
Teelandic Indonesian Jialian Japanese Korean
Malay Norwegian Polish Portuguese
Portuguese (Braz) Romanian Russian Serbian
Slovenian Spanish (European) Spanish (Latin
American) Swedish Thai Ukrainian Welsh Zuln
Analyses available: Info/Focus: Region/Area:
Tes
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The following analyses are available for Foreignword.com:

Service Analysed: Analysis Language Rating

Details
Translator Spanish - English 515 2ol
Translator Caech - English 48 2ol
Translator German - English 95 2ol




Advanced Search for Users
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Pedagogical Focus

Advantages
· Facilitate language knowledge 

· Save time 

· Offer flexibility

· Lower the psychological stress 

· Clarify doubts

Concerns
· User

· Inappropriate use 

· Limited knowledge on how to use tools

· Inability to interpret results

· Tool

· Inaccurate or incomplete results

Suggestions
· Describe and demonstrate the advantages and disadvantages of the online tools to students

· Practice with students

· Help students develop strategies to determine the accuracy of results

· Clearly define expectations for tool usage
Limitations of the Project

·  Subjective elements

·  Difficult to keep current due to dynamic nature of the internet

·  Few languages are represented

Acknowledgement
·  Dr. Sue E. K. Otto, University of Iowa

·  Dr. James P. Pusack, University of Iowa

·  Mr. Jack Pinette, University of Iowa

Contact
·  ludmila-provaznikova@uiowa.edu
·  idoia-elola@uiowa.edu
·  mary-odonnell@uiowa.edu
Please, see the handout for more information.
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Advantages


 User-friendly program 


 Fast updating and editing


 Quick and efficient searching capability


 Better communication between users and webmaster





Limitations


Restricted access to FileMaker Pro for updating and editing
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