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NewsRelease The University of lowa and the Ul Alumni Association will launch a new online,
alumnicommunityy Onlowa.con®d on March 1 The online community also will feature

alumni profile pages, class notes, email forwarding, and an events caketdérto the online
community may be found on the CLAS alumni website at
http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/alumni/index.htnMore information is available &ttp://news
releases.uiowa.edu/2007/february/022707alvomtine.html
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From the Chair

It is hard to believe that this fall marks the beginning of my seventh year as Chairman of the
Departnent. Things are going very well indeed, with many new courses on the books, some of
which have been recently approved for the General Education program in the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences. Rosemari e Scullmiamd olfiftee readt
for a group of highly motivated students in the Honors Program; and Wendelin Guentner had a
large group of students in her course on the intersection of French politics and literature,
ARevol uti onsCeinnt uMiyn eFtrecaemetelp Wl arT hfePaervies and t h
Li f e, -taught éyaJack Johnson and John Scott, reached its maximum enrollment at more
than 70 students! Jack and John benefited from a digégliypped room in the acclaimed new

Art Building West designed by thidéew York architect Steven Holl. This spring, Jack will teach

a new course in English, AFashioning France:
i ber al arts students to France; and Rol and
Frenchi | osophy and Fiction, o newly approved f ot

in the General Education Program. To round off our offerings in English, Arne Seim will teach
Altalian for Tr avel er-gadittonabstuteistalikenwgth therclaans of i o n a |
Italy.

Though our curriculum in English is the newest feature of our program, reaching out to students
in the College who might not otherwise learn much about France and Italy, our French and
Italian majors are going strong (hifall, we counted well over 70 French majors). We
welcomed a distinguished French poet in residence, Emmanuel Laugier, in collaboration with the
French Embassy in Washington and with the International Writing Program here on campus.
Emmanuel taught a aese on contemporary French poetry (ending with poems written in the 21
century!) and parrdasidendy.bateevcd iUmghWB&8s Neal IWave
that era in French film; and Cinzia Blum offered a complementary course on modern ltalian
poetry and theater. As for myself, | am in the midst of preparing a course on eigicesuitty
literature for this coming spring, and am tempted to include some material orAhdoieette

to capitalize on the recent film release by Sophia Coppola.

The Regents Study Abroad Program in Lyon continues to attract motivated students from the
three Regents institutions. &@irectors Daniel Sipe and JeRierre Taoutel from lowa State
University were in charge of the program for the second year last summer.


http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/alumni/index.html
http://news-releases.uiowa.edu/2007/february/022707alumni-online.html
http://news-releases.uiowa.edu/2007/february/022707alumni-online.html

Arne Seim began his first year as Lecturer in Italian, and Sohair-iA&ijd her second as
Visiting Assistant Professor, teaching French but also various levels of Arabic. There were
several new faces in the halls of Phillips this year. | want to éxaewarm welcome to the
students who have come to us through our exchange programs indFtano@e Caute, Naima
Ourachane, and Laufeauhaperod and toBlanchard Onanga Ndijiland Juli Hillis, both new to

our program as M.A. candidates. | also wish téeeed my heartfelt congratulations to the
surprisingly large contingent of Ph.D. graduates from last year who found exciting jobs in
colleges and universities quite literally across the country (see below), from Massachusetts to
California.

In Septembenve kicked off ourFrench and Italian Foruseries witha screning of a 3@minute

film, Alain Resnais and Chris Markeldss Statues meurent auyssihich was introduced by
Steven Ungar. The Department also exponsoreda talk by Jeongwordoe (University b
Cincinnati) on"Sight and Sound in the Operatic Voice in FilnBut by far the most impressive
event so far this year, and in recent memory, wds &@fual conference of th®ociety for
Interdisciplinary Frach Seventeent@entury Studies, which was $ted by Roland Racevskis,
October 1214, here on campus. The conference featured an impressive array of paper topics
and was an event that faculty members and graduate students alike attended and helped organize.
See the conference webs(tgtp://www.uiowa.edu/~sel7frenfor the full listing of the papers
presentedFinally, this fall, we hosted a reception in honor of Paul and Reed Benhamou, both
alumni and strong supporters of the Department, in eanyeiber.

If you happen to be in lowa City on a Wednesday afternoon, stop by the Tavola italiana at 12:30
p.m. in the lowa Memorial Union, River Room 1 to brush up on your Italian, or swing by the
Cercle francais (4:00 p.m., at the Motley Cow Café, 42Vi&ket St.) to work on your French!
Deborah Contrada always hosts the Tavola, and Geof Hope is the unflaggmegeurof the

Cercle.

As always, let us know your news, and your reactions to our néasimore details and tio-

date informatiorabout tle Department, our course offerings, events, and contact informsden
the Department's web page: http://www.uiowa.edu/~frenchit/

--Downing Thomas



http://www.uiowa.edu/~se17fren/
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Stories From Abroad:
Living and Teaching in Southwestern France

AYou s eatfilldhaverwh e
there? I dondt eat brea
of no use whatsoever. Wheat fields say
nothing to me. Which is sad. But you have
hair the color of gold. The wheat, which is
gol den, wi || remind me o
love the sound ofthewindn t he wheat é
Le Petit Prince

This passage frorhe Petit Princeby Antoine de SairExupéryreminds us that simple
objects and tasks in this world can be routine but the people we meet and extraordinary
experiences we have enliven these pedesteamsit In the American society which at times only
values the practical and superficial, one needs to see a human element in these mundane and
logical mainstays to remind us why our life is worth living. In particular, this passage holds
special meaning tme after my experience teaching and living in France this past year.

Even though | was a French major at lowa, the thought of carrying on a conversation in
the language scared me. When | got into elevators with a friendly French TA, my heart started
beating faster, and | wondered if they would use unrecognizable verbs or speak ramdight
speeds. Would | even be able to squeak out a

When French Professor Downing_
Thomas told my Business French clagsss
about an opportunitio teach in France for ==
school year, | wondered if this wafsss
something | should do. | entered collede=r®
taking French classes to continue my folis
years in high school. Eventually that turng
into a minor and with a few more classs
and determination, a send major. And
there | was, a senior on the verge ¢
graduati on, and |
my second language. | wanted to conqug
my fear of conversing. | wanted to change
my grocery list from Cheerios, hot dogs, and "=




milk in a jug to Mueslix, canmabert, and milk in a box. | wanted to live like a Frenchman which
meant, yes, paying French taxes. | wanted to try out teaching. | wanted to go to France!

| really enjoyed my actual teaching job at the French high scfloafas teaching in a
town caled Langon and lived in Bordeaux, both located in the Southwest of France). The job
required working with groups of between 3 and 15 high school students. | taught conversation
style classes where we discussed songs and political cartoons, as wetlies d@mut American
culture with Il essons |like 6ln an American re
allowed me to use creativity and have autonomy. | also liked working with the students. While
they did not always speak perfectly, most ofmthpossessed an enchanting enthusiasm. There
was Valentin, who always sat with perfect posture and red scarf tied neatly around his neck,
keeping past handouts in tow and notebook open and ready to take notes, and Clothilde, who was
a loyal attendee of thienglish Club | held on Tuesdays.

While teaching was its own experience, there were so many things | loved about living
in the dayto-day France. There was the television quiz shdwrendre ou a laisseistarring
the flirtatious yet evelovable A t hur (a c¢cl assic |ine to the f el
comme un coeur! o0) and the proximity of so mal
free time, the French loved to debate controversial politicians, like Nicolas Sarkozy (whom they
affecti onately dubbed é6Sarkod) and they al ways
you were simply seated on a park bench snacking on an apple).

. Most of all, | loved the people that |

met while | was there. My friendship with
other Europeans pved to be an incredible
blessing, not only for improving our
| language skills but also for the relationships
_~ we developed. For speaking it was helpful
@8 because we all spoke in French. This turned
out to be perfect for me because | rarely felt
intimidated while speaking. We all made
grammatical mistakes and helped each other
out while searching for the right words.
And the more we practiced, the better we
got and the more the grammar rules just
seemed to click. The subjunctive always
seemed so elusivetne but after my time in France, I us
Before | left, | made a commitment to better my French, and while | am no where near perfect, |
can proudly say that | honored that commitment and made more progress than ednagjiren
we spoke, we talked about food, what school was like in our respective countries, and the
ubiquitous debate of the Irag War. What was the most amazing to me was how we
communicated emotional experiences and feelings and our ability to estaalishiendships
and connections. Sometimes we just knew the emotion the other was feeling; there was no need
for words, in French or any other language.

We went to parties filled with people from around the world. Stepping into a room and
not knowhng what language everyomeally spoke wasexhilarating In her article on the Lyon
summer program, Sarah Achtemeier wrote about the shocking@Il8yis Sanfy Jan Fabre. |
also attended this program and this play and while | cannot say | partidikadyis work, it
definitely intrigued me. | rounded up a few of my friends in Bordeaux and went to see a dance




piece choreographed by Fabkep a n g e dwhose a4
style was definitely congruous witle Suis Sanghough
with less nudity and more tex
Just as a house becomes a home, France becaiii \:
more than wine, the Eiffel Tower, and interesting café s % \
It is the delicious red Bordeaux that | sipped outside a%
tiny café, across from an ancient église while Iaughln
the night away with friends. Fmae is the Eiffel Tower
viewed from many vantage points: Montmartre,
Centre Pompidou, and Les Invalides. France is my
favorite café in Langon which was brightly lit and alway$ . ‘ I o
served a delicious cup of Kimball espresso. @ y i Y ';_'5 o
When my mom visited me, shemarked on thefs o L £ '
similarities between modern France and the US in
1950s: the rail travel, stores closing at 7, and spend
Sunday with family and a big meal. | indulged in this
slowerpaced lifestyle but as | know there is no tim
travel b &€, k knawdhattl baanot @d back to
France and have it be the exact same experidngefinitely want to returnn the future. 1 still
keep in touch with my friends in Europe. We have rediscovered the old art of letter writing and
vow to visit each otlr in our respective countries one day soon. In order to prepare for my trip
to Germany, | took up German in attempts to sound somewhat intelligent when 1 visit the
country. Overall, | am very pleased to have had the opportunity to participate in gyanpro
and feel fortunate that | had teachers and family and friends to suppartmmeunforgettable
endeavor.i Natalie Pakow

The French Ministry of Education and the Cultural Services at the French Embassy offer various
paid teaching assistant positioms all regions of France and the DOGMDMS. For more
information about eligibility and program details consult the website of the French Embassy:
http://www.ambafrances.og/culture/education/support/assistant/

For students interested in other study abroad opportunities, take a look at the feature story in last
yearo6s issue of the Grapevine written by stud
Lyon. A | getado clieckoud the Officerfor Study Abroad for more information on some

of the other great programs available through the University of lowa. Every year, many of our
students take advantage of semester, summer, and year long programs in placesdike Queb

Paris, Toulouse, as well as Senegal, Italy and Morocco.


http://www.ambafrance-us.org/culture/education/support/assistant/
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New Grapes: 2006-2007

Jill Bartelt has returned as a Ph.D. student after spending last year teaching as
part of the exchange program with Amiens.

Juli Hillis is a new MA gudent and French TA.

Blanchard Onanga Ndijila , Who entered the department last year as an
exchange student from Poitiers (France), is now an MA student.

Leah Pesola has returned as a Ph.D. student after spending last year teaching as
part of the exchange program with Poitiers.

Giovanna Brunetti Proietti is a new TA in Italian.

Fall Department Party, August 2006
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From other vineyards

< Laurine Caute is an exchange student from Poitiers (France) and a TA.
L 4 Laure Cauhaperou is an exchange student from Pau (France) and a TA.
L Naima Ourachane is an exchange student from Amiens (France) and a TA.
u
Growth

$ David Hagan, who also defended his dissertation last year, is now an assistant professor
at Wartburg College.

L4 Christophe Konkobosuccessfully defended his dissert
t h

subSaharan theater in French and e aesthetic:c
professor at Tennessee State University.

Carla Calarge successfully defended herdiss t at i on edadhdercheadued AHA | a
dialogue perdu: lescér i vai ns francophones face a | 06int ®gr

m®d i t e.rCarhisin@veam assistant professar the University of TexaBan American.
L4 Joseph Diemesuccessfullydefashed hi s di ssertation entitl edo
code noir dans les littératures coloniale etywost| oni al e francophones de |
Joseph is currently teaching at Humboldt State University.
L Amadou Ouedraogosuccessfullydefahe d hi s di ssertation entit
roman et | e cin®ma francophoneamada iskuiréaflymi g u e
visiting assistant professor at Williams College.

Nehemiah Anzahsuccessfully defended his dissertatom t i t | ed A L&appr o
LOHIi stoire dans quelques romans francophone
L 2 Marion Duval passed her comprehensive examination in SepteQioé:.
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Accolades

Congratulations to Jill Bartelt , recipient of the Benhamou Graduate Sholarship.



Fall Department Party, August 2006
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The Cellar

$ Wendelin Guentnet s essay, RéLe D®mon de | a vitess
t he Sket ch oEsqaigses/&lzaucked: Rrajects andtexts in NineteentCentury
Frerch Culture (Bern: Peter Lang, 2006), the proceedings of a conference of the same name held
at Royal Holloway, The University of London. She is currently
editing a bookVanishing Acts: Women and the Art World in"9
Century Franceto which she is conbuting several essays, and
writing a singleauthored bookThe Sketch in Cultural Discourse in
19"-Century FrancePar ti ci pation in colloqui .
Montifaud: A 19thCentury esprit fort and the Lost Art of Pagan
Paintingo g enueky Foreign Language Konference,
University of Kentucky, April, 20066 Tout 1 nvid:e “"Juwlieg
Cl ar da Vie®Baris(18801 913) 6 gi ven at t he
19Century French Studies, | ndé awen ilthhamsvilear ssn t y ,
Comte de Cayl us, Del acroix and the (I m)moral
Symposia on the 1BCentury (University of Paris VII), November, 20061 March, 2007 she
wi || be giving a paper, fAThla fRawe rd udae/elaeCel hanr oel t
Paris (18801 9 1 3af) the Society of DbNeuviémistes colloquium at Fitzwilliam College,
University of Cambridge, Mar c h, 2007, as wel |l

| mpressi on: 6 Mar c 6Arde oMo nMu giaawal aMat atptheor 0
ATransl ations and Transpositions, o which wil!/l
samemonthl n Spri ng, 2006 Professor Guentner offer

The 19" Cent udy owi & h be offering another new cour
Subjectivity and Cultural Expressionin®@ent ury France. 0



