Hancher Advisory Committee

11/17/08

Main Library

In attendance

Erin Donohue
Armando Duarte

Joann Eland
Kathy Forbes

Judy Hurtig

Ruthann McTyre
Michael Palermo

Max Parsons
Kendall Rutherford

Laurie Swanson
Evalyn Van Allen-Shalash

Absent

Anita Jung

Chuck Swanson

1. Welcome new members

 -To our new student members, Kendall and Laurie.  We are so excited to have you!

2.Updates from Judy: Hancher’s rebuilding process

-Currently, demands for constantly switching venues is hardest for stage crew.  Stage set up is day of show, take down is also same day.

-Audience overall is enjoying different venues; however, general sentiment is that the public is missing Hancher (via blog).

-Handicap accessibility is a problem, City High has European seating with no center isle.

Future plans:

-Next season will continue with alternate venues

-Hopefully in Fall 2010 Hancher will reopen

-Theater consultants hard at work, mitigation committee is planning to build a “sea wall”, possibly raising the sidewalk and creating a wall out of land.  If there was a flood threat, there could also be an attachable wall that could be quickly set up to stop flooding of buildings.  This set up currently includes Voxman and Hancher together.

-On a sad note: Judy will be retiring in June.  Hancher will be hiring a program director, so it will no longer be a shared position of co-directorship.  There is a search committee formed nationally advertising for the position.  

-Judy is booking the 2009-2010 season. There will hopefully be 2 dance performances: Luna Negra (TBA) and Thank You Gregory: A tribute to Gregory Hines with 8-10 tap dancers (Mid November or January).  Both performances will be at the Englert, we are considering one of these shows for the student reception for 2009-2010.

3. Website Update: Evalyn

-We are still working with Dan Dirks from ITS.  Our website design is currently in the queue, waiting for a web design student to finish the final framework. The President’s Office is sponsoring us so we don’t have to pay for the website or domain name.  

-Mike is going to be trained on site management and upkeep.

4. Charge Update from Ruthann and Erin

-The charge needs final approval from the Staff Council and UISG.  Ruthann and Erin are in contact with these 2 groups and will get our charge finalized.

5. Plans for this Year

-Push for more UI Students to come to a Hancher Event, more high school students involved right now since shows are at their high schools

-There is currently a huge disconnect with Hancher since events are no longer close to campus

-Idea to have a special student night, sell discounted tickets in the residence hall and have special cambuses running.

-Student reception could possibly take place at this event

Feb 12th: Time for Three at City High OR

March 10th: Juan de Marcos and the Afro-Cuban All Stars at West High

-There are plenty of tickets for either event

To do for this event:
Judy: Find out which venue would allow us to hold a reception, what event is more appealing to the student population.  Also, contact the box office to see if they could get in touch with Mayflower, Burge, and Hillcrest residence halls about selling tickets there for the event.

Evalyn: Contact the Provost’s Office to see if we can get funding again

Erin: Contact UISG Party Platform to get funding

Max: Will contact Cambus after we have picked a date to plan for a special route for the performance

Kathy: Idea of Hancher apparel or a bag that students would receive for coming to this event, allowing Hancher to advertise through these give-aways.  Possible door prizes as well? Keep thinking of these great ideas!

6. Joffrey benefit concert

-Committee had the idea for a charter bus to bring students to the benefit concert in Des Moines

-Contact Hawkeye Sports ticket office to send a special email or have a special pop-up window for students who buy tickets to the Iowa vs. Iowa State game.

Next meeting: TBA based on which show we are focusing on to draw the UI student population.  Either Dec. 8, 12 or early in January after school is in session.

