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Jetf Cox ackles big questions. Even better, he answers big questions on the local ground.
The resulis here, as in his previous work, illuminate the sirnggle berween piety and power
that some would deem constitutive of our very humanity. Cox’s first monograph, The
English Churches in a Seowlar Society: Lambeth, [870- 1930 (1982), wok on secularization
theary in the kind of place one would not expect 1o lind organized religion in good
health even in i Victorian heyvday. In the underutilized archives of local churches and
chapels in this impoverished south London borough, as well as in the borough press and
inn the accounts of contemporary social surveyors, Cox uncovered surprising evidence of
considerable home missicnary success. [1was notmodern imperatives, much less intellee-
vl enlightenment, that left Britain's churches and chapels berelt of popular support.
Declining church atendance in mwentieth century Britain was, rather, a function of the
Victorian churches” institutional emphasis on social provisions that wonld sulsequently
b displaced by a welfare state Nonconformists helped to buld,

fmpertal Fault Lines tackles the other major question in Protestantism's modern
social history, the nature of the relationship berween Christian missions and colonialism.
As Cox notes in his crisply written and generous introduction, scholarly assessmenis of
Christian missions run the ideological gamur And-colenial natonalise historians have
generally viewed missionaries as coliral imperialists, agents of the civilizing mission,
universally and inevitably complicit in colonial racism and exploiution. Missionaries'
presentday defenders, by contrast, deny that missionaries were interested in politics at
all, claiming that their (self-professed) motives were exclusively spiritual, Agnostics on

the question levy perbaps the maost damning of all charges in their insistence that mission-
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