History Major Newsletter

A Note from the Director of
Undergraduate Studies

On September 21, we held our annual reception
for History Majors. Aside from snacks and so-
cializing, the two highlights of the event were
our two prize winners: Megan Roy whose hon-
ors’ thesis won the 2006 Stow Persons Prize for
the best undergraduate honors thesis in the His-
tory Department, and Julia LaBua who won the
2006 Ken Cmiel Human Rights Award, for the
first time given out by the City of lowa City.

Megan Roy's thesis, "Divis Flats: The Social
Implications of a Modern Public Housing Com-
plex in Belfast, Northern Ireland, 1968-1998,"
brings two subjects together: first, the tangled
history of Northem Ireland's "troubles” in the late
20th cent. and, second, the proponents and crit-
ics of modernist architecture emerging from the
Bauhaus School of the early 20th cent. and then
applied to problems of urban renewal after
World War Il. Megan focuses her innovative
inquiry on the social consequences of the con-
struction of a modemist complex of housing flats
in West Belfast. She argues that architecture
and urban design was significant in the rise and
decline of paramilitary violence over the course
of a generation. Built on strong archival re-
search as well as personal experience among
the people of Belfast, Ms. Roy's impressive es-
say is a model for what can be accomplished in
the Honors Program in history.

Julia LaBua won the first Ken Cmiel Human
Rights Award, given by the City of lowa City to a
student for human rights work. We congratulate
both of them.

Julia Labua’s remarks on winning the
Ken Cmiel Human Rights Award

Professor Ken Cmiel was instrumental in spark-
ing my interest in human rights work and it was
he who steered me to the Ul Center for Human
Rights and the wonderful people there.

I met Ken when | took one of his classes in the
Fall of 2004, The History of Human Rights Poli-
tics. He was a great teacher, one who was
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deeply knowledgeable and passionate about
the topic. And he had a wonderful sense of hu-
mor, which made the class as enjoyable as it
was illuminating. It was during that semester
that | spoke to Ken about wanting to learn more
about human rights. He had just been named
director of the Ul Center for Human Rights, and
he encouraged me to volunteer there. The 2
years | have spent there -- first as a volunteer
and now as an Undergraduate Scholar Assis-
tant intern -- have been some of the most en-
joyable, rewarding and enlightening years of my
life.

When | first came to the UICHR, it didn't take
long for me to realize how vital students are to
the Center's work. During that spring semester,
it was an undergraduate student, Alexis Bush-
nell, who conceived and planned what has be-
come the Careers for Change speaker series,
which gives students a chance to hear people
who work in social justice fields talk about how
they came to be where they are and do what
they do. It's a great opportunity for students to
learn about the many, many alternative career
paths where they can use the skills they are
learning at the Ul to do good. The program is
almost entirely planned and coordinated by stu-
dent volunteers who contact speakers, arrange
dates, times, venues, publicity and promotion.
And | can tell your from personal experience
that it works -- | attended a Careers for Change
event featuring Ul history alum Trudy Peterson,
who among other posts was Acting Archivist of
the United States and has worked with the UN
and other international government and non-
government entities on creating, organizing and
preserving archives relating to human-rights
issues such as the International Tribunal on
Yugoslavia and helping the Guatemalan gov-
emment to preserve the archives of the former
regime's secret police. She was truly inspiring
and | am now making plans to attend graduate
school in library science with the goal of be-
coming an archivist in human rights.

Other students have taken ownership of other
Center projects, such as film series, panel dis-
cussions and speakers. They help the Center
create programming that is interesting, informa-
tive and relevant to the Ul and lowa City com-
munities.






