History Major Newsletter

Dear People:

This newsletter is late — and it starts with sad
news: our colleague and friend Ken Cmiel has
died. He collapsed from the effects of an inoper-
able brain tumor on Thursday, February 2. He
could not be revived and died peacefully the fol-
lowing Saturday morning. We have lost a friend
whose generosity and love has enriched all our
lives. We will miss him beyond measure.

Ken joined the Ul faculty in 1987, after earming
his PhD at the University of Chicago. His teach-
ing and research interests were unusually wide-
ranging, including the history of political thought,
the history of mass communication, and popular
culture in the US, as
well as the global
history of human
rights. He chaired
the Department of
History from 2000 to
2003. As director of
the Center for Hu-
man Rights since
2004, he was re-
sponsible for foster-
ing collaborative
research, teaching,
and community out-
reach advocating for
global human rights.
At the time of his
death, he was work- —

ing on a history of the idea of human nghts a
topic on which he had recently published in
scholarly journals.

Ken was a popular and respected teacher and a
generous and beloved colleague. His classes,
especially his class on Popular Music in Ameri-
can Culture, always filled immediately. In the
fall, he taught a course on Human Right Politics
which — like all his classes — got overwhelm-
ingly positive responses. Students rated it as
excellent and commented to him, “You never
lost my attention. | really looked forward to this
class each week...| appreciated how kind you
were in class and how hard you tried to get eve-
ryone involved in the discussion. It's rare in a
history class...this was by far the most interest-
ing and engaging history class I've taken.”
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“Ken Cmiel was a great professor,” another stu-
dent noted on ratemyprofessor.com. “He cared
more than most professors about what he was
teaching. He treated his students well and had a
wicked sense of humor. That’s what I'll remember
about him.” And another one summed up his im-
pression with the comment: “He’s the man.”

Professor Cmiel's death is a tremendous loss in
the University of lowa community. He was a
scholar with wide ranging interests, an articulate
advocate of just causes, an amazing mentor to
students and peers, a man of great depth, sub-
stance, and humanity.
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He made the institution
approachable...\We are better for his
time with us.
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To honor Professor
Cmiel posthumously,
we are looking for stu-
dents who might be
willing to nominate him
for a Marion L. Huit
Faculty Award which
recognizes a faculty
member for his or her
dedication and service
to students. Nomina-
tions may be submit-
ted by anyone in the
University of lowa

community, with collaboration by students and

faculty encouraged in the nomination proc-
ess. The awards will be presented at the annual
Finkbine Dinner for Representative Student Lead-
ers on April 18, 2006. Nomination forms are avail-
able on the Honors Program website
www.uiowa.edu/~honors. Nominations are due at
the University Honors Program, 420 Blank Honors
Center, on March 24. |If you are interested in
nominating Professor Cmiel, please contact me at
Johanna-schoen@uiowa.edu

If you have questions about the award, please
contact ODK President Brett Johnson at brett-
johnson-1@uiowa.edu or Mortar Board President
Lyndsay Bailey at lyndsay-bailey@uiowa.edu.






