History Major Newsletter

Dear People:

Welcome back from spring break. | hope you
had a nice and restful week and are ready for
that final spurt. This newsletter has a repornt
from History Major Eric Williams about his two
years in China and a number of short announce-
ments for speakers, conferences, and German
efforts to combine soccer with academics.

The April newsletter will follow shortly with news
about fall classes. Fall registration is from April
17-28. Your registration numbers will be avail-
able by mid-April.

One reminder for those of you planning to gradu-
ate this spring: remember to turn in three origi-
nal graded papers for your portfolio requirement.
Ideally, one of the papers should be from the
colloquium you took, the other two can be from
any history class. Jean Aikin in 280 SH will be
happy to collect the papers from you.

Best wishes, Johanna Schoen
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Two Years in China
by Eric Williams

One of my cousin's is an investment
banker, and recently we had a conversation
about where to invest in China. When | told him
that | wasn't an investment banker, knew as
much about business as | do about astrophysics,
and that | really wouldn't feel comfortable giving
out tips, he replied, "But, you lived there for two
years, you know more than | do!"

This fact is most certainly true, and the
more that | read newspaper article after newspa-
per article, hear radio reports, and read through
the mounds of reporting on the internet about
China, the more | wonder how much anyone in
America seems to know about China. There are
certain things that don't seem to be for debate.
It's obvious that China is going to be a major
player in the world marketplace (and in case you
hadn't noticed, they already are). Chinese
(Mandarin or otherwise) isn't widely spoken by
most Americans, while English has been
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adopted as the official second language of
China. More generally, China is important, or at
least that's what the New York Times keeps tell-
ing me.

| had the privilege of spending two years
in a city in northeastern China called Shenyang.
| recommend you get out your maps, mark the
spot, and save it for later, because one day it's
going to be said in the same breath with Osaka,
Manchester, and Pusan for sheer economic out-
put. It's one of China's largest cities, and cur-
rently is accepted as a second tier city within
China. However, that's all about to change.

In the two years that | was there, |
watched a city that had six years before de-
stroyed its entire industrial district in order to
clean the environment, a city that had hanged its
mayor for rampant corruption (and for allowing
massive labor protests to occur), a city that in
the mid-90's seemed on the brink of being a
ghost town, go from being a ghost town to ex-
ploding in population and opportunity. It's not
alone.

Throughout China, economic develop-
ment is happening at a breakneck speed that for
an American, can't even be imagined. Buildings
rise out of construction sites with a speed that
matches rockets and new housing developments
spring up like weeds around the ring roads that
are the products of Socialist city planning. You
can see the divides growing as you see Mer-
cedes Benzes honk at donkey carts hauling pro-
duce to the city from the countryside.

| taught English to the rising upper and
middle classes. My students were businessmen,
college students from good families, and Party
members who were seeking to expand their in-
fluence within the omnipresent Party. Gone are
the days of the Cultural Revolution, and now,
speaking English is not just a way to get ahead,
but a symbol of your modernity and your global
identity. Teaching English was a means to an
end, but the interaction with my students was an
eye-opening experience.

Among the once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ences that | got to have as a result of teaching






