History Major Newsletter

A Note from the Director of
Undergraduate Studies

Welcome back to a new academic year. | hope
all of you had a wonderful summer but are still
excited about being back. As we are gearing up
for a new academic year, | want to take the op-
portunity to tell you about some of the upcoming
events in the history department.

First and foremost, as every year early in the
fall, we will be holding our

On Thursday, September 21, we invite all cur-
rent and prospective History majors to join us
from 4:30-5:30 PM in the Commons Room,
302 SH, for our fall g

reception. Aside from
refreshments [there is
always lots of really
good food] and a few
welcoming words [also
really good, although
fewer of them], this is
an opportunity to learn &
about some of the g%
things going on in the | ¥
department and to %
meet our faculty. In
addition, we will b
announcing the winner |
of our prize for best
honors thesis. Please mark your calendars
now.

FAQ: what’s up with that portfolio thing?

As you are nearing the end of your history ma-
jor, you might notice the portfolio requirement on
your DELL In order to fulfill this requirement,
you need to turn in three history papers from
any of your history classes, ideally including
your colloquium paper. Take the three papers
to 280 SH and hand them to Jean Aikin or Pat
Goodwin with the note that they are to fulfill the
portfolio requirement. Jean and Pat will take it
from there. NOTE: in order to fulfill this require-
ment you should SAVE YOUR OLD HISTORY
PAPERS rather than ditch them at the end of
the semester.
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New Faculty in the History
Department

We are happy to welcome Prof. Omar Valerio-
Jiménez and Prof. Catherine Komisaruk as
our newest additions to the department.

Prof. Komisaruk's research focuses on colonial
Latin America, particularly Central America.
She is currently finishing a book on women,
men, work, and social relations in late colonial
Guatemala with the tentative title Colony Unrav-
eled: Labor and Love in Guatemala, 1760-
1837, to be published by Stanford University
Press. Prof. Komisaruk is also editing (with
Kathleen McHugh of the UCLA English Depart-
ment) an anthology titled Something Other than
Autobiography: Collaborative Life-Narratives in
the Americas. This fall
she is teaching a collo-
quium for history ma-
jors on “Conquest and
Cultural Survival in
Mesoamerica”. In the
future, she will teach
survey courses on co-
lonial Latin America,
Mexico, and possibly
Cuba. Before coming
to lowa, Komisaruk
taught for several years
at California State Uni-
versity, Long Beach;
before that she studied

i

for the Ph.D. at UCLA; and before that she was

a math teacher in Guatemala City. During the
early years of her stint in graduate school at
UCLA, she did research on Cuban-Soviet rela-
tions, traveling to Moscow and Havana to carry
out interviews and archival research. Later she
went back to Guatemala to do the research for
her dissertation, which is the basis of her cur-
rent book project. In addition to history and
Russian courses, she also took beginning surf-
ing while at UCLA. She is hoping to try some
winter sports here in lowa.

Prof. Omar Valerio-Jiménez studies Chicana/o
history, focusing on the 18" and 19" centuries.
His work examines citizenship, ethnicity, and
gender along the U.S.-Mexico border region of
southern Texas-northern Mexico. He is very






