
The Basics:  Index Record 

An Index Record is created for 
every journal article that is in 
the database. 

To view the full text article for the Index 
Record, click the Image tab or view the 
article microfiche that contains this 
number. 

System Requirements: 
 

 IBM 486 or higher PC-compatible 
computer with at least 16 MB of 
RAM (Pentium with 32 MB RAM 
recommended) 

 20 MB of free hard-disk space 
 VGA or higher resolution monitor 
 Microsoft Windows 

 
Installation 
Instructions: 
 
NOTE: Exit all Windows programs 
before installing the software.  If 
reinstalling, first run the IDIS 
uninstall program which was copied 
to your computer during installation. 
 
Starting the Windows Setup 
Program: 
1. Insert the IDIS Index Records CD-

ROM into the CD-ROM drive. 
• Click the Start button and then 

click Run. 
• In the Run dialog box, type 

d:\setup where d is the drive 
letter for the CD-ROM drive. 

• Click OK. 
2. Follow the directions below for 

either the Standalone or Network - 
Server installation and Workstation 
setup. 

 
Standalone Installation: 
1. Click Next after reading the 

welcome text. 
2. Click Next to accept the default 

Standalone installation. 
3. Choose Destination Location.  Click 

Next to accept the default or Browse 
to change the drive or directory. 

4. During the installation, the program 
will prompt you for additional CD-
ROM drive letters.  Enter these 
letters without a colon and separated 
by a comma if you are using 
multiple CD-ROM drives.  Click 
Next to continue. 

5. When setup is complete, click OK. 
 
Network Installation Instructions: 
Check the green installation sheet for 
network installation instructions. 
 

An Index Record is created for each journal article by combining the main 
Drugs, Diseases and Descriptors identified within an article along with the 
article Source information Author(s) and Article Abstract.  An Index Record 
is a succinct overview of the information contained in an article that aids in 
determining whether or not you might want to retrieve the full-text article for 
review.  The full-text articles are available on microfiche, CD-ROM and 
online.  The Article Number is used to locate the article on microfiche.  The 
Sequence Number is an internal number used in file maintenance.  To view 
an article on CD-ROM, click the Image tab. 

IDIS/CD-ROM 
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The Main Search screen 
allows for field specific 
searching as well as free-text 
searching of the IDIS index 
record database. 
 
The searchable fields are: 

 Global 
 Drug 
 Disease 
 Descriptor 
 Title 
 Author 
 Abstract 
 Journal Citation 
 Article No. 
 Sequence No. 

 
The Global field searches the 
Title, Author, Journal, Drug, 
Disease, Descriptor and 
Abstract fields as well as 
searching drug and disease 
cross-reference terms.  Drug 
and disease cross-reference 
terms are also searched when 
searching in the Drug and 
Disease fields, respectively.  
Only IDIS descriptors may be 
used in the Descriptor field 
(see Look Up).  Text word 
searching may be used in the 
Title and Abstract fields. 
 
Click on the Word or Phrase 
button to see a list of available 
terms for a field.  The Look 
Up button replaces the Word 
Button for the Descriptor and 
Journals fields. 
 
Logical operators (AND, OR, 
NOT) and proximity operators 
(ADJ, NEAR) can be entered 
within a field to search for 
records containing more than 
one term. 
 
Click on the Search button or 
press [Enter] to execute the 
search. 

NOTE:  Because of the automatic cross-reference search capabilities, 
the proximity operators (such as ADJ or NEAR) do not function in the 
Global, Drug and Disease fields. 
 
The connection or Boolean box beside the field determines the search 
behavior when more than one field is searched.  The default Boolean 
operator is AND.  Click on the arrow in the box to change the operator 
to OR or NOT.  The retrieval system builds the search statement by 
combining fields starting at the top of the search screen and reading 
from left to right. 

The tabs across the bottom of the 
screen are aids to selecting the most 

specific search term(s) for a given field.  
Search terms may be Copied and 

Pasted into the Main Search screen. 

Searchable 
Fields 

Quick access buttons to 
valid keywords or 
phrases within a Field. 

Between Field 
Boolean Operators

Main Search Screen 



 
Viewing/Printing an Article: CD-ROM or Microfiche 
 
 

For articles that are available on CD-ROM, the word “Image” will be in black typeface.  The word 
“Image” will be in gray typeface for those articles accessible only on microfiche.  Currently, the 
articles from each monthly update are on a separate CD for that month.  The program will prompt you 
to insert a specific month’s article disc to view a selected article on screen.  The Article Number refers 
to the article number on microfiche. 
 
Articles on CD-ROM can be printed.  After clicking the Printer icon, the Print dialog box will appear. 
 
Check Images to print the full-text article.  Check Fields to print an Index Record.  Selecting both the 
Images and Fields boxes will print the full-text journal article and its corresponding Index Record. 

Click the Image tab to view the full text article on 
CD-ROM.  If the article is not available on CD-
ROM, the full text article may be seen by using a 
microfiche reader or reader/printer to view the 
article microfiche. 



Search Examples 
 
The Global, Drug and Disease fields are automatically cross referenced.  In other words, entering 
a trade name for warfarin (e.g. Coumadin®) in the Drug field will retrieve the same information 
as entering warfarin.  The asterisk (*) is used for truncation (e.g. warfar*).  After initiating the 
search by clicking on Search, a split screen, Results Screen, will appear. 
 

xample 1.  To retrieve 
records on the use of 

captopril in the treatment 
of hypertension, click in 
the Drug field on the Main 
Search screen and enter 
captopril.  Leave the 
Boolean operator next to 
the field as AND.  Click 
the Disease field and enter 
hypertension.  Press 
[Enter] or click on the 
Search button to execute 
the search. 
 

xample 2.  To retrieve 
records that contain 

information on either 
captopril OR enalapril in 
the treatment of 
hypertension, click in the 
Drug field on the Main 
Search screen and enter 
captopril OR enalapril.  
Leave the Boolean 
operator next to the field 
as AND.  Click in the 
Disease field and enter 
hypertension.  Press 
[Enter] or click the Search 
button to execute the 
search. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
xample 3.  To retrieve 
records on the use of 

all herbal medicines in the 
geriatric population, click 
in the Drug field on the 
Main Search screen and 
enter “92510*”.  This is 
the truncated Drug code 
for the Herbal Medicines 
classification that is found 
by searching the 
Thesaurus.  The drug 
number for all herbal 
medications begin with 
92510.  Leave the Boolean 
operator next to the field 
as AND.  Click in the 
Disease field and enter 
V86. (the Disease code for 
GERIATRIC, also found 
by searching the 
Thesaurus).  Press [Enter] 
or click on the Search 
button to execute the 
search. 
 

xample 4.  To retrieve 
records pertaining to 

the effect of prenatal 
exposure to herbal 
medicines, click in the 
Drug field on the Main 
Search screen and enter 
“92510*”.  This is the 
truncated Drug code for  
 
 

 
the Herbal Medicines 
classification which is 
found by searching the 
Thesaurus.  Leave the 
Boolean operator next to 
the field as AND.  Click in 
the Disease field and enter 
V89.  (the Disease code 
for EXPOSURE, 
PRENATAL, also found 
by searching the 
Thesaurus).  Press [Enter] 
or click on the Search 
Button to execute the 
search. 
 

xample 5.  To retrieve 
records pertaining to 

the use of aminophylline 
or theophylline in all 
populations except 
neonate, click in the Drug 
field on the Main Search 
screen and enter 
(aminophylline OR 
theophylline).  Change the 
Boolean operator next to 
the field to NOT.  Click in 
the Disease field and enter 
V39.  Which is the Disease 
code for NEONATE found 
by searching the 
Thesaurus.  Press [Enter] 
or click on the Search 
button to execute the 
search.
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