NEW JERSEY MEDICAID BUY-IN PROGRAM

Information Sheet

New Jersey has developed a Medicaid Buy-In Program for individuals with permanent disabilities, between the ages of 16 and 65, who are employed. This program is being established under the authority of the federal Ticket to Work/Work Incentives Improvement Act of 1999 and

Chapter 116 of the PL 2000 of New Jersey. The program provides full NJ Medicaid coverage to eligible applicants, subject to the payment of a modest monthly premium, in some instances.

Purpose of the Program:

To provide an opportunity to purchase Medicaid coverage for persons with disabilities who are working, despite the presence of a disability, and whose earnings would otherwise disqualify them for Medicaid coverage.

Eligibility Criteria:

In order to meet the eligibility criteria, an individual must be:

     Between the ages of 16 and 65

     Have a permanent disability as determined by the Social Security

     Administration or Disability Review Team of the NJ Division of

     Medical Assistance and Health Services

     Be employed (full or part time)

Income Guidelines:

Social Security Disability Benefits/Railroad Retirement System Benefits received by the individual on their own account are disregarded (not counted)

Unearned income (pensions, interest, private disability/retirement benefits, etc.) cannot exceed 100% of the federal poverty level which is currently $696 for an individual and $938 for a couple; AND

Earned Income cannot exceed 250% of the federal poverty level. With disregards, this means an individual can earn up to $41,750 per year ($3,479 per month) and still qualify as long as his/her unearned income does not exceed 100% of the federal poverty level.

Resource Guidelines:

Assets must be $20,000 or less for an individual, $30,000 for a married couple. This does NOT include the value of a vehicle used for medical and/or work transportation or the home in which the individual/couple lives. Also excluded from the asset calculation are funds in an IRA/401K

account.

Premiums:
Individuals with income (after disregards) in excess of 150% of the federal poverty level are required to pay a monthly premium of $25.00 for their Medicaid coverage. The premium is $50.00 for a married couple. 

