Historical & Philosophical Perspectives 169:200:001 
Instructor: Benjamin K Hunnicutt

Time & Location: 2:30P - 5:00P M 354 FH


Click on the calendar date for the class assignment and description
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	Class 1

August 26

Introductions and class organization.

Readings and assignments are found on the date they are due. Readings for September 9 (next Monday is Labor Day) may be found at that date in this calendar.


	Sept 2 (LABOR DAY, no class)

	Class 2

Sept 9 Where do play, leisure, and work come from?

Questions of Anthropology/Human Nature
1. Anthropological approaches. Read: Hunnicutt B, ‘Leisure And Play, Still The Basis Of Culture, Recent Developments In Cultural Anthropology and History, Leisure Science  20: (2) 143-148 Apr-Jun 1998 (in class reading package- unless otherwise noted, all readings are to be found in the class package you buy at Zephyrs)

ESSENTIALIST APPROACHES

Are humans “naturally” players or workers?

2. Homo Ludens. Play and Human Nature.  Read: Huizinga, selections from HOMO LUDENS
3. Homo Faber. Work and Human Nature.  Read: Engles, “The Part played by Labour in the Transition from Ape to Man.” Click here for the reading (it’s on the internet) All things underlined are active links!



	Class 3

Sept 16 What, or how, do Play, leisure, and work mean?  (Questions about Ontology)

Some Psychological insights and Philosophical inquiries
1. Read: Bateson “Theory of Play and Fantasy”

2. Read: Fink, “Ontology of Play.” 

                  Reading for the “major readers”—Strayhorn/Milton Symbolic Play as Language Therapy.

	Class 4

Sept 23 How does culture determined how these things (i.e. play, leisure, and work) are done and thought about? Leisure the basis of culture. (Historical and cultural questions)

For example: The Greeks
Readings: 

1. Hemingway, “Leisure and Civility”

2. Hunnicutt, “Plato On Leisure, Play, And Learning”

	Class 5 

Sept 30 How have these things (P, L, W) changed over time? (More historical questions) If work or play are “natural,” (the essentialist position), how can they change?

The Great Transition: FROM Leisure the Basis of Culture TO the Rise of the World of Total Work?

Readings:

1. Ellul:  “The Ideology Of Work” (click here for the reading)
2. Weber: Weber, THE PROTESTANT ETHIC AND THE SPIRIT OF CAPITALISM
Read the following two chapters (“Click on” 1 and 2 for the reading)
1. Chapter 2, "The Spirit of Capitalism"
2. Chapter 5, Asceticism and the Spirit of Capitalism


	Class 6  

Oct  7  What has the modern age thought about these things? What have they done about them? (Historical questions continued)

Readings: Selections from Work Without End (part one)

	Class 7

Oct 14 What has the modern age thought about these things? What have they done about them? (Historical questions continued)

Readings: Selections from Work Without End  (part two)

	Class 8

Oct 21 What has the modern age thought about these things? What have they done about them? (Historical questions continued)

Readings: Kellogg’s Six-hour Day (selections)

	Class 9

Oct 28 How do our topics relate to the economy? How do economists talk about these things? 

Readings: Linder, Harried Leisure Class (selections)

	Class 10

Nov 4 What current issues and problems involve our topics? 

OVERWORK 

Readings:

	Class 11

Nov 11 What current issues and problems involve our topics? 

Environment 

Readings: Selections from Anders Hayden, Sharing the Work, Sharing the Planet

	Class 12

Nov 18 What current issues and problems involve our topics?

 Health and Therapeutic Recreation Topics 

Readings: Hunnicutt “To Cope in Autonomy”

	Class 13

Nov 25 What current issues and problems concern our topics? 

Loss of community and civility.

Community leisure services

 Readings: Hemingway/ Putnam

	Class 14

Dec 2 Should the schools educate for work or for leisure? 

Readings: Hutching, etc.



	Class 15

Dec 9 What might the future bring? Thinking about new possibilities: 

Philosophy 

Readings: “Playing and Knowing” “New Jerusalems”


