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Attachment 2
Summary

Disproportionate Minority Contact Committee

October 18, 2006

9 a.m. to 12 noon, Hoover Bldg., ICN Room

The Disproportionate Minority Contact Committee met Wednesday, October 18, 2006 in the Hoover Building ICN room.  The meeting came to order at 9 a.m.   The Waterloo sight was not functioning until about 9:20 a.m.

Members present:  From Des Moines.  Natalie Anderson, Denise Hotopp, Kathy Nesteby, Brad Richardson, Zachary Wilson.  From Waterloo:  Marvin Spencer, presiding; Belinda Creighton-Smith.  From Fort Dodge:  Charles Clayton.  From Waverly:  Bob Greenlee.  From Burlington:  John Wauters.  From Davenport:  Devon Binion and David Tristan; From Sioux City:  Judge Todd Hensley, Stephan Pearson.   Staff present:  Dave Kuker, Eric Sage, Janet Clayton.

While the committee waited for the Waterloo ICN site to become active, they approved the summary of the last meeting. 

Kuker reviewed the Annie E. Casey Foundation Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiative, an effort that has been proven to work in reducing detention populations and, in some cases, affecting DMC.   Casey Foundation staff will visit Iowa before they approve us as a site.  They arrive on December 11.  The DMC Committee will meet that day.  The Casey Foundation will potentially visit our DMC designated sites too.  

Data has been collected in Woodbury, Scott and Black Hawk County on the pilot detention effort.  Information on kids who have been detained and kids who have not been detained has been collected.  There are so few detainees that it is hard to compare with the little information that has been collected on non-detainees.  The information has been sent to Bill Feyerherm at Portland State University for analysis.  

Zach Wilson reported on the UCares sites around the state.  Black Hawk County is showing good community support.  Cedar Valley’s Promise will fund a DMC coordinator for a year so that the UCare funding may be kept for another two years.  The Sioux City coordinator is on medical leave.  Sioux City hopes to engage a DMC coordinator similar to the position in Waterloo.  In Iowa City, Lloyd Smith, a local person, is working with school districts in the area.  The Affiliation of Retired Professional Basketball Players is developing a ladder mentoring program to work with college athletes who in turn will work with at-risk high school athletes.   UCares is working with the Des Moines Public Schools on a recidivism project.  The summer employment project for youth was successful.  All participants kept their jobs.  The program will be expanded next summer.  A new UCares site has been established in Jefferson City, Missouri.  Charles Clayton is conducting after school projects and recreation leagues in Fort Dodge for UCares.  

Continuation Proposal DMC Resource Center
Richardson began the review of the proposal by referring committee to the matrix provided.   This page showed the projects which will continue next year and new proposals in the sites.  Activities included but not limited to ongoing work at local levels, local one-day conferences, analysis of juvenile court services data, work with the UCare projects, attending local DMC committee meetings, statewide conference, continuation of data analysis, and an emphasis on a wrap around approach to family centered solutions to put something in place for JCO’s to provide alternatives.  Programs are going well in Black Hawk and Woodbury counties.   Activities in Polk County are on the decline.  The Polk County Attorney’s office is interested in moving forward with a DMC agenda but funding for the diversion project ended so there is declining interest and loss of commitment by juvenile court services.  

The relative rate indices (RRI) provided in the proposal showed numbers going down on some decision points.  It was noted that this chart was prepared immediately after the Polk County Diversion project ended.   

Discussion centered around the lack of interest by JCS in Polk and whether it should remain a targeted site.  

The motion, by Creighton-Smith, seconded by Judge Hensley, to approve the proposal was approved unanimously with one abstention.  Work will continue in three sites, Black Hawk, Woodbury and Polk County if they express a show of support. The recommendation will be made to the full JJAC Council at its meeting in November.  After the vote discussion centered on the possibility of choosing another third site for technical assistance, should Polk County show a lack of interest.   Wauters will discuss with the 5th Judicial District JCO the commitment to Polk County DMC efforts.  

JJAC Review Committee
The Policy and Program Committee will meet on October 25, 2006 to review the 2008 budget.  Spencer asked if there are new activities this committee would like to consider for additional funding based on the recommendations provided in Michael Leiber’s research.    After discussion the DMC Committee recommended, with the assumption that the DMC Resource Center funding would remain, to ask the Committee for an additional $36,000 for the purpose of providing cultural competency and gender training in two or three communities with high minority populations after a pilot project was conducted so technical assistance would be available with training to be combined with recommendation five of the Leiber study.  Recommendation two was discussed also.  Such training to be directed at those people who make decisions at the point of arrest -- law enforcement, school resource officers, teachers and administrators.  Technical assistance to be provided from OJJDP on crime prevention measures that work with training to take place at the local level.    The committee voted unanimously to ask for the additional funding.  

DMC Conference Scholarships
While there is no set policy on the availability of scholarships for the 2006 conference, Brad Richardson will try to accommodate anyone who needs to go but is without funding.  Since it is important to have juvenile court services present at this conference, it was decided that the Chiefs plus one other juvenile court services person would be eligible for a scholarship.  

Other

Dr. Leiber’s study recommended that a press release be sent out with results of this study.  At this time, the Governor will not distribute the press release so Spencer indicated he will work for the results and highlights to be release to the Waterloo Courier.  
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