














NEWS FROM MASSACHUSETTS

Brona Simon was recently asked to serve on the Society for American
Archaeology's Long Range Planning Committee. She would like to hear
comments and ideas from NASA members concerning the role and goals that
SAA should consider in their next five-year plan. Call or write her at:
Brona Simon, State Archaeologist, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 80
Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116. Phone: (617) 727-8470.

NEW YORK STATE ARCHAEOLOGIST ROBERT E. FUNK RETIRES

Bob Funk recently announced his retirement from the New York State Museum
in Albany. Bob received his PhD from Columbia University and succeeded
William Ritchie as NY State Archaeologist. His extensive research into
New York's prehistory has lead to an impressive list of publications and
a clearer understanding of the cultural history of eastern North America.
Most recently, Bob has been conducting archaeological surveys on
Fisher's Island to better understand New York and southern New England
prehistoric coastal adaptations. He has always given freely of his time
and energy to colleagues and students. When I was appointed State
Archaeologist in Connecticut, Bob offered valuable professional advice
and friendly encouragement for which I will always be grateful.

Bob Funk continued the tradition estalished by Bill Ritchie of developing
a fruitful rapport with amateur archaeologists. New York State
archaeology has long benefited from this successful working relationship
which was made possible by his personal and professional integrity.
Fortunately for those of us in the northeast, Bob has plans to continue
his research in the area. All members of NASA wish Bob continued success

in future endeavors and gratitude for his important contributions to our
field.
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III. REPORTS OF THE OFFICERS

A President Bob Brooks (OKLAHOMA) transmitted a written statement which was read aloud.
This addressed the following points:

1. As President and with the approval of the membership, Bob achieved the goal of
revising the by-laws so that all major policy decisions now require a vote of the

membership rather the quorum that attends the annual meeting.

2. He is working on a pamphlet containing the by-laws and membership listing. This will
be distributed for comment.

3. His is concerned about the long-term viability of NASA

4. Elections did not take place since a slate of candidates has not been identified.

B. Secretary-Treasurer Susan Collins reported a cash balance of $7,854.22.

II1. STATUS OF NASA ELECTIONS

Brona Simon and Franco Ruffini volunteered to join Nick Fielder (TENNESSEE) as the
Nominating Committee, to identify candidates to stand for election as soon as possible.
IV. OLD BUSINESS

No formal motions were made.

V. NEW BUSINESS

No formal motions were made.

V1. INFORMAL DISCUSSION

A Brona Simon reported that the National Park Service 1s surveying state attorneys general for
state cultural resource laws. This approach is redundant, since the National Conference of State
Historic Preservation Officers (NCSHPO) already has in its directory a listing of state laws. She
urges us to coordinate our actions through NCSHPO and through the Society for American
Archaeology (SAA), both of which the Park Service acknowledges.
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E. Lynn Sebastion announced that the National Trust is considering archaeology by establishing a
committee of archaeologists, including an archaeologist on staff, and participating in litigation to
protect rock art near Albuquerque. Lynn is interested in the issue of site protection on private
property; a working conference is being planned.

F. There was general discussion of archaeology weeks and preservation weeks. There seems to
be no difficulty with combining archaeology and historic preservation celebrations. Wisconsin and
New Mexico have a combined preservation week; Ohio has a combined preservation month.

G. Robert Birmingham announced that the Gottschall Rockshelter in Wisconsin has suffered
vandalism to its rock art and shrine. He is trying to determine if there is an organized network for
chain-saw destruction of rock art.

H. Robert Birmingham stated that the Soil Conservation Service 1s developing national profiles
on soil erosion.

I. Brona Simon announced that the SAA has instituted a new award in Cultural Resource
Management.

The meeting adjourned at 11:45 am.
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE INFORMATION HIGHWAY

An important aspect of all state archaeology offices is the dissemination of information within
their states and regions The ability to provide this service depends ont he resources available to
each office  Staff and tunding to produce newsletters and other informational packets can be
limited However, a recent solution has been developed by Thomas Plunkett and Jonathon Lizee
from the Department ot Anthropology at the Univeristy of Connecticut. These researchers have
developed an electronic forum for archaeologists called ArchNet. ArchNet is a data archive
which 1s accessible through Internet using Gopher and/or World Wide Web tools. We have
enclosed a flier produced by the Connecticut Office of State Archaeology and the Connecticut
Historical Commission (SHPO) to introduce ArchNet to NASA members. As more and more
archaeologists have access to the Informational Highway, systems like ArchNet will permit
federal and state archaeological data generated through our offices to expeditiously reach the
communities we serve

NEWS FROM THE EDITOR

The Connecticut SA Office has received a grant to purchase computer hardware and a laser
printer While our annual operating budget from the state remains at zero dollars, we have been
successful in obtaining grants to assist in our office needs. As a result, we will soon have desk top
publishing capabilities and upcoming issues of the NASA Newsletter will have a more
professional appearance. However, we will need material to place in the newsletter other than
business meeting minutes. PLEASE send news from your states and regions! And, feel free to
phone, FAX, E-Mail, or mail suggestions, ideas, etc., to improve the newsletter. Hope to see
many of you at our next meeting.
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graduate students in Anthropology at the University
of Connecticut. New material is constantly being
added.

ArchNet also offers direct “links” to other
resources on the Internet useful in archaeology and
historic preservation. We offer direct links to the
National Archaeological Database, the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey and other servers dedicated to archaeol-
ogy and anthropology at the Australian National
University, University of Michigan (Near Eastern
and Classical Archaeology) and
the University of Georgia (ar-
chaeology of the southeastern
US).

Subject Areas on ArchNet
*Botanical studies - This area is
under construction and will
contain reports and images
related to plant remains.

* Ethnohistory- This area will

ArchNet

*CRM (Cultural resource management)- We are
currently developing Internet resources for State
Historic Preservation Offices in Connecticut and
Massachusetts. Included are documents from the
Office of State Archaeologist (CT) Inventory of CRM
reports / Connecticut Historical Commission,
Newsletter of the Massachusetts Historical Commis-
sion, Guide to the Built Environment: Massachu-
setts State Archives.

*Surveys- Regional studies in New England prehis-
tory, research reports and topical
bipliographies are found here.
*Software- Curently available
are: Point- Projectile point
analysis program by Tara Prindle.
Sampler- Archaeological sam-
pling simulation by Brian Jones.

Forager- Hunter-gatherer
foraging simulation by Brian
Jones. Calib- Pointer to the

include primary and secondary
documents and images related to
the Native American tribes of
southern New England.
*Experimental (virtual class-
room at UCONN)- This area is
used to provide information and
outlines for classes in Anthropol-
ogy at the University of Connecti-
cut. It also includes announce-
ments from the UCONN Anthro-
pology Department.

*Faunal analysis- Currently
under development is a catalogue
of histological bone thin sections
provided by David R. George
(UCONN). This resource will
eventually contain a comparative
collection of faunal material

which can be accessed from any

radiocarbon calibration program
by Stuiver and Reimer at the
University of Washington.

*Site excavation reports- We are
currently offering a hypertext
report on a late Paleoindian site
in Connecticut by Brian Jones
(UCONN). This will be expanded
to include images and docu-
ments on southern New England
prehistoric sites.

*Topics related to the use of the
Internet by anthropologists and
archaeologists- Included here
are FAQs (Frequently Asked
Questions), the World E-Mail
Directory for Anthropology
(WEDA) by Hugh Jarvis (Univer-
sity of Buffalo) and a guide to
Internet Resources in Historic
Preservation by Peter Stott

World Wide Web client.
*Geomorphology and archaeo-
logical sediments - We are
attempting to build a section related to geo-
archaeology and a visual database of glacial land
form images.

«Lithic analysis- A visual catalogue is being
developed of diagnostic projectile points, tools and
other lithics.

*Ceramics- This section includes a catalogue of
prehistoric ceramics from southern New England.
Images and type descriptions of pottery are in
hypertext format.

(TUFTS).

Submitting Material

We encourage local, state and federal agencies
to submit material which would be of interest to
both professionals and the general public. Submis-
sions and queries regarding the ArchNet should be
directed to: Jonathan Lizee/Thomas Plunkett,
Department of Anthropology U-176, University of
Connecticut, Storrs, CT 06269-2137. Bitnet /
Internet:

ceramics@uconnvim.uconn.edu (Lizee)

tomp@spirit.lib.uconn.edu (Plunkett)




