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EDUCATIONAL and PROFESSIONAL HISTORY

Education

2003 Ph.D. Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Dissertation: Self-Horizon Theory: Bringing Values into the Self and Social Psychology.”

1999 M.S. Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
1996 B.A. College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA.   Majors: Sociology, Philosophy.

Positions

2005- Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,  University of Iowa.
2004-05 Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Developmental Science, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Postdoctoral Fellow, Carolina Population Center, UNC-Chapel Hill.
2003-04 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Sociology, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Research Associate, Carolina Population Center, UNC-Chapel Hill.

Honors and Awards

2005 Postdoctoral Award for Research Excellence, University of North Carolina.
2003 First Place, ASA Social Psychology Section Graduate Student Paper Competition.
2000 Excellence In Teaching Award, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin.
1998 Rank of Distinction, Preliminary Examination in Social Psychology.

SCHOLARSHIP

Books

Hitlin, Steven.  (2008).  Moral Selves, Evil Selves: The Social Psychology of Conscience.  New York:
Palgrave-Macmillan.  269 pages.

Hitlin, Steven and Stephen Vaisey (Eds.).  (Contract Accepted, published in 2010).  Handbook of the
Sociology of Morality.  Springer.

mailto:hitlins@email.unc.edu
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Refereed Articles and Chapters.

Hitlin, Steven.  (In Press).  “Values and Personal Identity.”  In Schwartz, Seth, Koen Luyckx, and Viv
Vignoles (Eds.)  Handbook of Identity Theory and Research.  Springer.

Hitlin, Steven and Charisse Long.  (2009).  “Agency as a Sociological Variable: A Preliminary Model of
Individuals, Situations, and the Life Course.”  Sociology Compass 3(1):137-160.

Hitlin, Steven and Katherine Kramer.  (In Press).  “Value Constellations and American Political Life.”
McGraw, Kathleen, Jon Krosnick, Arthur Lupia (Eds.) Analyses of 2006 National Election Study.

Hitlin, Steven, J. Scott Brown, and Glen H. Elder, Jr.  (2007) “Measuring Latinos: Racial Classification
and Self-Understandings.”  Social Forces 86(2): 587-611.*

Reprinted pp. 305-318 in Gallagher, Charles A. (Ed.)  (2008)  Racism in Post-Race America: New
Theories, New Directions.  Chapel Hill, NC: Social Forces Publishing.

Hitlin, Steven.  (2007).  “Doing Good, Feeling Good: Values and The Self’s Moral Center.”  Journal of
Positive Psychology 2(4): 249-259.

Hitlin, Steven, and Glen H. Elder, Jr.  (2007) “Understanding ‘Agency’: Clarifying a Curiously Abstract
Concept.” Sociological Theory 25(2): 170-191.*

Hitlin, Steven, and Glen H. Elder, Jr.  (2007) “Agency: An Empirical Model of an Abstract Concept.”  Pp.
33-67 in  Constructing Adulthood: Agency and Subjectivity in Adolescence and Adulthood. 
Advances in Life Course Research, Vol. 11: Ross Macmillan (Ed.).  JAI Press. *

Brown, J. Scott, Steven Hitlin, and Glen H. Elder Jr.  (2007) “The Importance of Being Other: A Natural
Experiment About Lived Race Over Time.”  Social Science Research 36(1):159-174. *

Hitlin, Steven, J. Scott Brown, and Glen H. Elder, Jr.  (2006) “Racial Identity in Adolescence:
Developmental Insights and Social Pathways.”  Child Development 77(5): 1298-1308. *

Hitlin, Steven.  (2006).  “Parental Influences on Children’s Values and Aspirations: Bridging Theories of
Social Class and Socialization.” Sociological Perspectives 49(1): 25-46.

Brown, J. Scott, Steven Hitlin and Glen H. Elder, Jr. (2006) “The Greater Complexity of Lived Race (and
Ethnicity): A Comment on Harris and Sim.” Social Science Quarterly 87(2): 411-431.*

Hitlin, Steven, and Jane Allyn Piliavin.  (2004)  “Values: Reviving a Dormant Concept.”  Annual Review
of Sociology, Vol. 30:359-93. *

Hitlin, Steven.  (2003).  “Values as the Core of Personal Identity: Drawing Links Between Two Theories
of the Self.”  Social Psychology Quarterly, 66(2): 118-137.
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Non-Refereed Publications:

Hitlin, Steven and Donna Lancianese.  (2008).  “Identity”, entry in the Encyclopedia of Life Course and
Human Development.  Carr, Deborah (Ed.).  Thomson.

Kelley, Christopher and Steven Hitlin.  (2008).  “John Clausen”, entry in the Encyclopedia of Life Course
and Human Development.  Carr, Deborah (Ed.).  Thomson.

Hitlin, Steven and Katherine Kramer.  (2007).  “Value Dimensions in America.”  Invited report to the
American National Election Study Board.

Hitlin, Steve.  (2004).  Instructor’s Resource Manual for Michener, H. Andrew, John D. Delamater and
Daniel J. Myers, Social Psychology, 5th ed. Wadsworth: U. S.

Under Review/In Progress

Longest, Kyle, Steven Hitlin, and Stephen Vaisey.  (Revise and Resubmit) “Position and Disposition:
Contextualizing the Received Wisdom about Social Structure and Values.” Social Forces.

Hitlin, Steven and Katherine Kramer.  (Under Revision) “Intentions, Institutions, and Intuitions: How a
Sociology of Conscience Informs Moral Psychology.”

Campos, Celeste and Steven Hitlin.  (Under Review).  “Standing on Air: Copresence as an Implicit but
Unexamined Social Psychological Building Block” *

Hitlin, Steven, J. Scott Brown, Lance Erickson, and Glen H. Elder, Jr.  (Draft Available).  “Social
Structure and the Person in a Lived Life: Agency and the Life Course.” *

Hitlin, Steven, and Katherine Kramer.  (Data Being Analyzed).  “‘It Wasn’t My Fault’: Minor Criminal
Activity, Attribution, and Moral Intentions in a Life Course Perspective.”

Erickson, Lance, Steven Hitlin, and J. Scott Brown.  (Data Being Analyzed).  “Agency and Civic
Participation.”

Hitlin, Steven, Stephen Vaisey and Kyle Longest.  (In Preparation).  “What do Values do?”

Hitlin, Steven and Nikki Civettini.  (Data Being Collected).  “Values and Social Stress.”

Hitlin, Steven and Mark Salsbury.  (Draft Available).  “The Social Development of Life Goals.” 

Hitlin, Steven and Sarah Harkness.  (Data Being Analyzed).  “Moral Grammar Across Cultures.”
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Presentations (Refereed and Invited)

Invited Panelist: “Cultural Contradictions: Microsociological Approaches.”  2009 ASA Meetings, San
Francisco.

“Moral Language Across Cultures.”  Midwest Sociology Meetings, April 2009.  (With Sarah Harkness)

“Agency, Situations, and Morality.”  Social Psychology Seminar, Stanford University, Oct. 2008.

“Agency and the Life Course: An Overview of a Curious Concept.”  Center for Community Capital,
UNC-Chapel Hill, October 2008.

“Social Structure and the Person in a Lived Life: Agency and the Life Course.” Life Course Working
Group, Carolina Population Center, UNC-Chapel Hill, October 2008.

“Studying Agency in the Lab: Sketches of Studies of Personal Control.”  Social Psychology Seminar,
Duke University, October, 2008. (With Christopher Kelley)

“Social Structure and the Person in a Lived Life: Agency and the Life Course.”  2008 Add Health Users
Conference, July, NIH, Bethesda, MD. (With J. Scott Brown and Glen H. Elder, Jr.)

““The Social Psychology of Turning Points: Shame, Moral Realignment, and Intentions to Desist from
Crime.”  2008 ASA Meetings, Boston.  (With Katherine Kramer)

Invited Panelist: “The Joys and Perils of Social Psychological Theory.”  Section on Theory: Becoming
Theoretical: Pragmatic Challenges.  2008 ASA Meetings, Boston.

Invited Participant, Templeton Foundation Human Personhood Conference: Brunswick, GA, May 2007.

“Standing on Air: Copresence as an Implicit but Unexamined Social Psychological Building Block.” 
2007 Midwest Sociology Meetings,  Chicago.  (With Celeste Campos and Shane Soboroff)

 Invited Lecture: “Social Structure and the Person.”  Social Psychology and Microsociology Brownbag,
University of Wisconsin.  September, 2005.

“Racial Identity in Adolescence: Developmental Insights and Social Pathways.”  2005  ASA Meetings,
Philadelphia. (With J. Scott Brown and Glen H. Elder, Jr.)

“Agency: An Empirical Model of an Abstract Concept.”   2005 ASA, Philadelphia. (With Glen H. Elder).

Invited Presentation: “Racial Identity in Adolescence: Developmental Insights and Social Pathways.  8th

International Institute on Developmental Science.  Chapel Hill, NC.  May, 2005.

Invited Lecture:  “Race and Ethnicity in Child Development.”  Developmental  Psychology Department. 
UNC-Chapel Hill.  January, 2005.

“Values as the Core of Personal Identity.” (Invited Poster Presentation). 3rd International Positive
Psychology Summit.  Washington, D.C.  October, 2004.  
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“The Greater Complexity of Lived Race.” 2004 Add Health Users Workshop, Bethesda, MD.  (With J.
Scott Brown and Glen H. Elder, Jr.)

“Measuring Latinos: Racial Classification, Self-Understandings, and Lived Experience.”  2004 Add
Health Workshop, Bethesda, Md.  (With Scott Brown, Glen H. Elder)

 “Adjudicating Agency.”  2004 ASA, San Francisco. (With Glen H. Elder, Jr.)

“Gender, Values, and Parents’ Occupation: Expanding on Kohn.”  2003 ASA, Atlanta

 “Self-Horizon Theory.”  2002 American Sociological Association Meetings, Chicago.

“Authenticity and Sincerity: The Paradox of Being ‘Real’ in a Classroom.”  2001 ASA, Anaheim.

 “Measuring the True Self: Authentic Experiences as Motivation.”  2001 ASA Meetings, Anaheim.

Grants and Proposals

“Workshop: A Sociological Understanding of Morality”.  National Science Foundation.  (Funded). 
$47,692

“Values in Action: The Human Mind, Social Behavior and Moral Situations.”  Templeton Foundation.
$75,737.  (Revise and Resubmit)

“Does Power Corrupt?”  (With Christopher Kelley).  In Development.  Arete Foundation.

“Power, Agency, and Stress.”  (With Christopher Kelley and Kevin Leicht).  National Institutes of Health.

University of Iowa Travel Support (2008-09). $850.

“Status, the Stress Response, and Self-Verification/Self-Enhancement”  (With Nikki Civettini).  Proposal
to ASA Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline Award. $6440. (Proposal not funded, 2008)

Funding for SPIT laboratory training (with Mary Campbell). $5,000.  Dean of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
(Proposal Funded, 2007).

“Morality and Social Identity.” $8,200.  Social Science Funding Competition – College of Arts and
Sciences, University of Iowa.  (Proposal not funded, 2007)

“Did the Boss Really Do That?  Reactions to Leaders’ Moral Violations.”  $19,716.43.  Social Science
Funding Competition – College of Arts and Sciences, Iowa.  (Proposal not funded, 2006)

Proposal, “More Support for Basic Values”, (with Katherine Kramer) for testing in the 2007-2009 Panel
Data Project of the American National Election Studies.

Proposal, “Figuring Out Voters’ Values”, accepted for 2006 pilot of American National Election Studies.



-6-

TEACHING

Teaching Interests

Social Psychology, Gender, Theory, Qualitative Research Methods, Life Course, Undergraduate
Research Methods, Introduction to Sociology, Self and Identity, Social Psychology of Morality

University of Iowa

2010 (Spring) 34:018 Sociology of Gender
34:211 Graduate Seminar: Self and Identity

2009    (Fall) 34:020 Principles of Social Psychology
34:018 Sociology of Gender

(Spring) 34:020 Principles of Social Psychology
34:211 Graduate Seminar: Sociology of the Life Course

2008    (Fall) Developmental Leave
34:198 Independent Research (2 students)
34:014 Readings Tutorial (2 students)

(Spring) 34:020 Principles of Social Psychology
34:211 Graduate Seminar: Sociology of Morality
34:198 Independent Research (3 students)
34:014 Readings Tutorial (2 students)

2007  (Fall) 34:018 Sociology of Gender
          143:060 Honors Seminar: The Social Psychology of Good and Evil

34:198 Independent Research (4 students)
(Spring) 34:018 Sociology of Gender

34:211 Graduate Seminar: Self and Identity
34:198 Independent Research (8 students)

2006 (Fall) 34:020 Principles of Social Psychology
34:018 Sociology of Gender
34:189 Independent Research (8 students)

2006 (Spring) 34:020 Principles of Social Psychology
2005 (Fall) 34:020 Principles of Social Psychology

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Lecturer.  
Sociology 530, Introduction to Social Psychology.  Summer 2000.  Summer 2001. 
Sociology 357, Methods of Sociological Inquiry. Spring 2001. Fall 2001. Spring 2002. 
Sociology 138, Sociology of Gender.  Fall 2002.  Spring 2003.  Summer 2003.  
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Students Supervised as Committee Member

Degree Objective Name Years Outcome
M.A. Celeste Campos     1  Successful (2007)
M.A. Jason Rose (Psychology)     1  Successful (2007)
B.S. (Honors Thesis) Kevin Owens     1  Successful (2007)
M.A. Donna Lancianese     1  Successful (2007)
M.A. Christie Boxer     1  Successful (2007)
M.A. Elizabeth Mendez (Soc Work)   1  Successful (2007)
PhD. Elizabeth Mendez (Soc Work)    Pending
Senior Thesis Natalie Wicklund     1  Successful (2007)
M.A. Dennis Heinrich     1  Successful (2007)
M.A. Charisse Long     1    Successful (2008)
Senior Thesis Adriana McMullen     1  Pending
M.A.  (Advisor) Rengin Firat     1  Pending
M.A. Kevin Pinkston     1  Pending
M.A.  (Advisor) Mark Walker     1       Pending
PhD. Shane Soberoff     1       Pending

SERVICE

Department and University Service

2008-09 Invited Member, Provost Iowa Learning Community Implementation Advisory Committee
Organizer, Iowa Theory Workshop
Organizer, Iowa Social Psychology Horseshoe Presentation Series
Member, Faculty Recruitment Committee
Member, Graduate Studies Committee

2007-08 Invited Member, Learning Community Task Force (Provost’s Office, Summer/Fall)
-Phase One Report: Delivered July 20, 2007
-Phase Two Report: Delivered December 19, 2007

Member, Admissions Committee
Member, Minority Affairs Committee
Organizer, Social Psychology Horseshoe Presentation Series
Director, Socio-Physiological Instrumentation Technology (SPIT) Laboratory

2006-07 Co-Chair, Faculty Recruitment Committee
Member, Theory Workshop Committee

-Successful Ida Beam Proposal: Glen H. Elder, Jr. in Spring ‘08.

2005-06 Member, Undergraduate Committee      
Member, Dismissal/Appeals Committee

    Member, Ad Hoc Theory Workshop Committee
Progenitor, Progress on Papers (POP) workshop
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Professional Service

2009-11 Editorial Board, Social Psychology Quarterly
2009-10 Consulting Editor,  American Journal of Sociology
2008-09 Deputy Editor, Special Issue of Social Psychology Quarterly, “The Moral: Social 

Psychological Perspectives on Morality.”
2008-09 Organizer, Session on “Measurement of Race/Ethnicity” at 2009 Population Association of 

America Meetings, Detroit.
Organizer, Session on “Structural Influences on Race/Ethnic Identification” at 2009

Population Association of America Meetings, Detroit.
2007-08 Member, Program Committee, Social Psychology Section of ASA
2005- Deputy Editor, Current Research in Social Psychology
2003 Featured Speaker, “Panel on Diversity in the Department and the Graduate Program.”  

University of Wisconsin-Madison Department of Sociology, April.
2001-02 Member, Human Relations Committee, Wisconsin Department of Sociology.
1998-99 Member, Teaching and Evaluation Committee, Wisconsin Department of Sociology.

Reviewer

American Journal of Sociology  (2009x2)
American Sociological Review
Cambridge University Press
Criminology
Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology 
Journal of Personality
Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology
Perceptual and Motor Skills
Personality and Individual Differences
Poetics 

Social Forces
Social Psychology Quarterly (2009x8) 
Social Science and Medicine
Sociological Forum (2009)
Sociological Perspectives
Sociological Theory 
Symbolic Interaction
Work and Occupations
National Election Studies (ANES)
National Science Foundation (2009)

Professional Associations

American Sociological Association
Social Psychology Section, ASA
Life Course Section, ASA
Theory Section, ASA
Midwest Sociological Society
Population Association of America 
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OTHER INFORMATION

2008- Member, Legislative Committee, Domestic Violence Intervention Program, Iowa City
Member, “Men’s Up” Anti-Violence Group, University of Iowa

2007- Chair, Mission Committee, Domestic Violence Intervention Program, Iowa City

2006- Member, Board of Directors, Domestic Violence Intervention Program, Iowa City.

2004-05 Hotline Volunteer at Family Violence Prevention Center, Chapel Hill, NC.

2004-05 Head Boys’ Basketball Coach, Pacers, Chapel Hill Recreation League.
2003-04

2000-03 Volunteer (Children’s program), Domestic Abuse Intervention Services.  
“Advocate of the Month” June, 2001.

2001 Head 7th Grade Boys’ Basketball Coach, Jefferson Middle School, Madison, WI.. 
-First Place finish.

2001 Graduate Student Profile, ASA Social Psychology Section Newsletter, December.

1992-96 Manager, William and Mary Men’s Basketball.

Op-Ed:  “Combat Domestic Violence”,  Iowa City Press-Citizen, Fri., Oct. 13, 2006.

Op-Ed:  “Men’s Views of Domestic Violence”,  Chapel Hill News and Observer, Sun., Sept. 26, 2004
(with Robert Pleasants and Chris Lawrence).

Op-Ed:  “Abuse Primarily Affects Women”,  Wisconsin State Journal, Wed., May 1, 2002.

Areas of Doctoral Preliminary Examination:
• Social Psychology (Pass with Distinction)
• Social Theory
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